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“This book has made me feel so loved by God. I would definitely 
recommend this book to people questioning God’s goodness!”

—Catherine Christie, Hope Ranch for Women 
Residential Coach

“Humbly, Lewis presents an open dialogue that explores God’s 
heart, intent and purposes. I believe Lewis’ lifelong devotion 
to scripture memorization, Biblical life application, and Godly 
character have given him a voice we can listen to, and together 
explore beyond the surface of scripture the nature of our 
Heavenly Father.”

—Steve Miller, China Harvest

“Lewis Erickson leads the reader on an amazing journey through 
scripture that stimulates the heart and mind to a new level of 
understanding of God’s heart. God the Father Revealed will have 
a profound positive impact on anyone seeking God for the first 
time, or a person seeking a deeper relationship with God.”

—Jim Neice, Pastor, Great Plains Church of Wichita

“God is longing for men and women who will know and under-
stand Him. Let God use these pages to help you to do that!”

—Kary Oberbrunner, author of Day Job to Dream 
Job and Your Secret Name



“I love how Lewis Erickson looks at the whole of scripture with 
one idea in mind - God is good. And in so doing he uncovers 
one gold nugget after another revealing just how good God 
really is. For instance, when the Bible says we hear God in a 
“still small voice,” Lewis explains that it’s because God wants 
us to get really close to Him - so close that we can hear Him 
whisper. Whoa! The nuggets in the story of Abraham’s call 
to sacrifice his son, were enough to buy the book. It made me 
want to keep reading. Seeing God as good as Lewis presents 
indeed “changes everything.” Thank you, Lewis for sharing 
your insights with us all!”

— Mark Oelze, creator of PLEDGEtalk,  
and author of The PLEDGE of a Lifetime

“From the beginning of time God has longed to be Father to 
His Children. Lewis Erickson invites you to discover just how 
much God the Father loves you and desires intimate relationship 
with you. Through God the Father Revealed, your heart will 
come alive as you receive the bounty of God’s grace and truth 
that will set you free.”
—Cathy Turner, Hope Ranch for Women Founder & CEO / 

Christ Church Associate Pastor
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PreFaCe

The inspiration for this book came from a message I gave as a 
guest speaker on Father’s Day 2017, “What is Our Heavenly Father 
Really Like?” I had people tell me that it favorably changed how they 
thought of God the Father. Then it hit me: if people don’t understand 
God, it must be difficult for them to truly love and trust Him. It 
would tremendously change people’s lives if they truly understood 
and knew God. But how do I tell people? That’s how this book began.

I thought I would cover the entire Old Testament in this book just 
as I briefly did in that 2017 message. However, as I studied more, I 
came across more and more material just within Genesis that should be 
included. This wasn’t new information. Rather, it was information I had 
glossed over while reading it for roughly 50 years that now seemed new 
and amazing to me. I’d now found enough material concerning God’s 
character and personality in Genesis alone for an entire book! That’s how 
I decided to focus on Genesis and include other verses when it will help 
our understanding. Like a tour guide, I want to point out things about 
God that you and I may have missed before, but once you see them, they 
will change how you view God forever!

While writing this book, I was reminded of past personal expe-
riences that opened my eyes to God’s unique perspective on me 
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and the world. I decided to share these complementary stories in 
this book to reinforce what Genesis was saying about God. A few 
of these personal stories were unique enough and could be read 
with several of the Genesis stories, so I decided to present them as 
separate chapters and group them as Part Two.

I’ve tried to write this book so that it will speak to anyone. 
Whether you’re a mature Christian or know little about God, if you 
desire to know God, this book should be of great help.

I strongly encourage you to read the Bible along with me. I 
list the Bible chapter(s) to be covered in the chapter titles. It may 
appear that I am skipping parts of the Bible. I only do this because 
the scope of this book is learning about God, not all the people in 
biblical history. Like the proverbial beggar telling another beggar 
where to find bread,1 I am only human. Please don’t accept the things 
I say without checking them yourself first.

Take time to ponder what you’ve learned after reading each 
chapter. God is a complex being. You are a complex person. For you 
to experience the complete level of personal transformation I believe 
you can have from knowing and understanding God, skimming this 
book won’t suffice. Invest in yourself. Take the time to think through 
what is being presented. Most of all, talk to God after each chapter 
and ask Him to open and increase your understanding of Him. Tell 
Him you want to know Him. See what He does!

Reading this book may be like building a house. When building 
a house, you don’t start with the good-looking parts like colorful 
paint. You first must lay some foundation materials like concrete and 
dirt. Those aren’t pretty, but they’re necessary for the house to stand. 
The house won’t be pretty for a while until the finish materials like 
windows get installed. Finally, comes the colorful paint at the end. 
In the same way, this book must lay some foundation materials about 
God before we can build on that foundation. It may seem slow or 
obvious to you at times. Don’t give up. The colorful part will come!

Enjoy the book. Enjoy your God!



introdUCtion

Jesus told many stories to get His point across to His listeners. 
One such story went something like this:

A man went on a long trip. Let’s call him Joe. Before leaving, 
Joe gave his wealth to three servants to manage for him while he 
was gone. When he returned, he asked them to report to him what 
they did with it. Two of them invested it and doubled Joe’s money. 
He praised them for their actions and gave them more to manage.

The third servant did something unusual. He buried Joe’s money 
in the ground! The servant told Joe that Joe was a hard man, taking 
the earnings from investments for himself. He was afraid of Joe and 
buried Joe’s money instead of doing anything with it. Now that Joe 
was back, the third servant gave him his money back.

Joe was livid when he heard this. Joe could have buried it himself 
if he didn’t want to do anything good with the money. Joe told the 
third servant that he should have at least deposited it at a bank so 
Joe could receive his money with some interest. Since the servant 
did nothing with it, Joe fired that servant on the spot.1

What a story! The third servant obviously didn’t know Joe very 
well, nor understood what was important to him. He probably thought 
he knew Joe well. He even told Joe that he knew Joe to be a hard 
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man. He judged Joe to be unfair when Joe received the earnings on 
his money that someone else had invested. He thought he should 
get to keep the profits and Joe should be happy just to get his money 
back. This servant found out the hard way he didn’t really know and 
understand Joe.

Joe was angry with the third servant for judging his actions. In 
Joe’s eyes, it was his money that was to be invested. Joe thought he 
should be the judge of how he rewarded those who invested it, not 
the third servant.

Do you see how the third servant’s perception of Joe caused him 
to act irrationally and resulted in a bad outcome for himself ? Just 
as the servant messed up his life because he didn’t know and under-
stand Joe, many people in real life mess up their lives because they 
don’t know and understand the person who gave them a life in this 
world to invest: God. And since they don’t know and understand 
God, they judge Him to be hard and unfair, not realizing how good 
and loving He is. “People ruin their lives by their own foolishness, 
and then are angry at the Lord” (Proverbs 19:3, NLT).

A major purpose of this book 
is to keep you from repeating the 
mistake of the third servant. It is 
to help you know and understand 
God; to appreciate Him, love Him 
and enjoy Him.

Can we really find God? Is 
“knowing God” even possible? Does He want us to know Him? 
This is what God says about that in the Bible:

•	 “I would not have told the people of Israel to seek me if I 
could not be found.” (Isaiah 45:19, NLT)

•	 “And no longer shall each one teach his neighbor and each 
his brother, saying, ‘Know the Lord,’ for they shall all know 
me, from the least of them to the greatest, declares the Lord. 

and since they don’t know and 
understand God, they judge 
him to be hard and unfair,  
not realizing how good and 

loving he is.
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For I will forgive their iniquity, and I will remember their 
sin no more.” ( Jeremiah 31:34, italics added for emphasis)

•	 “I want you to know me more than I want burnt offerings.” 
(Hosea 6:6, NLT)

Yes, if we choose to believe what God has said, we can find and 
know God.

Jesus took this a step further when He said He would reveal the 
Father: “No one truly knows the Son except the Father, and no one 
truly knows the Father except the Son and those to whom the Son 
chooses to reveal him.”2 Jesus reveals what God the Father is really 
like so that we can know His Father. Jesus demonstrated that it was 
His desire we know God the Father when He prayed, “And this is 
eternal life, that they know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ 
whom you have sent.”3

God says that understanding and knowing Him is to be valued 
more than other things in your life: “Thus says the Lord: ‘Let not 
the wise man boast in his wisdom, let not the mighty man boast in 
his might, let not the rich man boast in his riches, but let him who 
boasts boast in this, that he understands and knows me, that I am the 
Lord who practices steadfast love, justice, and righteousness in the 
earth. For in these things I delight, declares the Lord.’”4

I don’t know about you, but the three things God has told us not 
to boast about (wisdom, strength, riches) are the three things many of 
us do boast about. In fact, we all spend a tremendous amount of our 
time, money and energy in pursuit of wisdom, strength and wealth. 
But God says that there is something much more important to value 
than these: to understand and know Him. Wow! Can you imagine 
understanding God? Understanding why He does what He does? 
Can you also imagine knowing God?

There is an old saying, “Be careful what you wish for; you may 
just get it.” In the same way, you may avoid looking for God because 
you are afraid of what you could find:
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•	 God from the Old Testament may scare you. He has killed 
people with fire and plagues before. You may remember 
hearing of Him being angry with people.

•	 You may believe God will want you to do things you don’t 
want to do; like wear long hot robes, sing chants or live in 
a grass hut far away.

If any of these fears are what you are feeling, I urge you to keep 
reading. I believe those fears will have been overcome by the time 
you have finished this book.

The God of the Old Testament and the God of the New 
Testament are the same God. God didn’t have a personality transplant 
in the 400 years between when the last book of the Old Testament 
was written and when Jesus came. Jesus meant it when He said, 
“Anyone who has seen me has seen the Father.”5 It was God the 
Father who sent Jesus to Earth.6 We wouldn’t know anything about 
Jesus, and Jesus wouldn’t have come here on Earth if the Father had 
not sent Him. So, if you like what you see in Jesus, you will like what 
you see in God the Father.

You may not have had the best of parents, or perhaps even no 
parents at all. Chances are that any bad impressions that you have of 
your parents, especially your Earthly father, have been subconsciously 
projected in your mind to God, your Heavenly Father. Do you find 
yourself saying or thinking, “I’m just not good enough”? Maybe your 
father pushed you about not measuring up to his desires or never 
gave you any indication of his approval. Maybe he was never around 
when you needed him. Maybe he didn’t treat you like you would 
have wanted, even abused you. Perhaps that’s why you recoil at the 
thought of knowing God, your Heavenly Father.

A Bible verse that has encouraged me to seek God is Proverbs 
25:2, “It is the glory of God to conceal things, but the glory of kings 
is to search things out.” While God has concealed many things about 
Himself, He never intended that they be hidden forever. Did you get 
that? Like a father who plays “hide and seek” with his children, He 
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wants us to find Him. God says in Jeremiah 29:13, “You will seek 
me and find me, when you seek me with all your heart.”

Through this book, we are going to look for Him. My prayer 
is that as a result of what you read in this book, that you will find 
God. In finding Him, you will begin to understand and know Him. 
Not like you would know historical facts about a U.S. President that 
lived 200 years ago, but like you would know a best friend. Once 
you truly know God in an experiential way, you will delight in Him 
more than anything else.

God is by far not the only person who plays a role in the Bible. 
In fact, a lot of the Bible, the Old Testament in particular, reports 
on the actions of various people who were evil and did things God 
did not approve of. Yet they are mentioned in the Bible to provide 
examples of what not to do.7 Unfortunately, when some people read 
the Bible, I sense that in their disgust for the actions of these other 
people, they somehow include God the Father in their disgust, almost 
like guilt by association. Just like we would not like to be associated 
with all the bad acts of humankind since creation, let’s not associate 
God the Father with all the bad acts in the Bible.

God can be found. He can be known. He wants you to find and 
know Him. He created you for that purpose. Will you begin your 
search for Him?

As my family says when we play the game hide-and-seek, “Ready 
or not, here we come!” God, we know you are ready and waiting for 
us. Here we come!





Part one
a walK throUGh Genesis





ChaPter 1
Genesis 1–4: 

the First tUrninG oF the other CheeK

Can you imagine creation being any better or more beautiful 
than it is today? When you see a whale breach the water’s surface 
and make a tremendous splash as it re-enters the water, the splendor 
of that can take your breath away. When you walk on a nature trail 
or on a lush green tropical island, the beauty of what you see is just 
amazing. Can you imagine what the world and everything in it was 
like when God had just finished creating it?

The very first verse of the Bible states, “In the beginning, God 
created the heavens and the earth.”1 The rest of Genesis 1 goes into 
some detail of all that God created. As you read through the chapter, 
you will come across one phrase that is mentioned numerous times, 
“And God saw that it was good.”2 He evaluated everything that He 
created and said it was good. The plants, the animals, and all of it, 
what He created was good. That is an important thing to remember: 
What God creates is good. That includes you and me too.
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Unfortunately, it doesn’t mean that everything stayed good, does 
it? But when He originally created it, it was good.

In Genesis 3, the one and only thing God tells Adam and Eve 
not to do, they end up doing. I often get mad at Adam and Eve 
when I see suffering and pain taking place in this world, because if 
they hadn’t disobeyed God, all of us wouldn’t be suffering today like 
we do. But, in their defense, if I were in their shoes and they were 
in mine, they would be getting mad at me because I would have 
probably made the same mistake.

Now Adam and Eve had someone encouraging them to disobey 
God. He was called “the serpent”3 in Genesis 3, but we know him 
today by the name of Satan. “But the serpent said to the woman, 
‘You will not surely die. For God knows that when you eat of it 
your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good 
and evil.’”4 The first part of what Satan said, “you will not surely 
die,” was the opposite of what God had said to Adam earlier. Satan 
cleverly redirects Eve to “doubt first God’s word and then God’s 
goodness.”5 He leads Eve to believe that God was keeping something 
good from her and Adam. At that moment, Adam and Eve were 
presented with the dilemma of who to believe. Unfortunately, they 
chose to believe Satan and not God.

This is an important point. 
Some of us have read through this 
story in Genesis so many times in 
our lives and don’t think much about 
it. The story line of the entire Bible 
is based off this dilemma of who to 

believe. Will we believe God or someone else? Will we trust God 
or someone else? Will we doubt God’s goodness? Unfortunately for 
humankind, Adam and Eve chose not to believe God back then. 
Humankind as a whole, more often than not, chooses not to believe 
God today.

Their unbelief caused them to sin against God. What does it 
mean to “sin”? Sin is defined in I John 3:4 (KJV) as “transgression 

the story line of the entire 
Bible is based off this dilemma 

of who to believe. will we 
believe God or someone else?



Genes i s  1–4 :  the  F irst  tUrn inG  oF  the  other  CheeK 13

of the law”, so sinning in this context would be transgressing [break-
ing, not obeying or rebelling against] the law [commands] of God. 
When we don’t believe God, it is inevitable that we also will find 
ourselves disobeying Him.

Now bear with me for a little bit longer, as humankind is not 
the focus of this book. However, I do need to make one more point 
about them. When Adam and Eve heard God walking in the garden, 
rather than run to Him, they ran from Him. Why? Adam explained 
by saying, “I heard the sound of you in the garden, and I was afraid, 
because I was naked, and I hid myself.”6 They were ashamed. They 
were embarrassed. They were exposed. All because they were naked. 
They didn’t realize they were naked earlier during all the other times 
that they had been with God. They were just as exposed then as 
they were any other time, but now, suddenly, they realized they were 
exposed, and they felt ashamed and embarrassed.

Now that we have finished setting the stage, we can finally get 
to the point of this chapter: God is good, kind and compassionate. 
This book is about learning what God is really like, so let’s see now 
how God responded to all this mess that humankind made of the 
perfect world that God had created.

We read in Genesis 3:21 that “the Lord God made for Adam 
and for his wife garments of skin and clothed them.” Why did God 
clothe Adam and Eve? Was it because God didn’t want to see their 
nakedness? No. God already knew what they looked like. He made 
them! He made them naked, and He had been meeting with them 
that way ever since they were made. I believe the reason He clothed 
them was so they wouldn’t run from Him. With clothing they wouldn’t 
feel exposed in His presence. They wouldn’t be embarrassed and run 
away from Him.

Why would it matter to God whether they ran from Him or not? 
I believe it mattered to Him because He wanted to be with them. 
He wanted to talk with them. He created them to have relationship 
with Him. The same goes for us. He created us to have relationship 
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and communicate with Him. It matters greatly to God whether or 
not we have a relationship with Him.

What else do we see in this verse that God did for them? He 
provided for them. He didn’t say, “Hey, Adam and Eve, you go find 
and kill something and make a garment to cover yourself so you 
can come to Me and then we can hang out.” No, instead God went 
to the effort of creating the “garments of skin” and “clothed them.” 
God provided those garments for them. Prior to this, Adam and Eve 
had somehow sewn fig leaves together to cover themselves,7 but I 
doubt that they lasted very long at all. God had not designed leaves 
to work as clothing.

Can you imagine the maker and ruler of the universe going out 
of His way to provide these garments to Adam and Eve? It wasn’t 
His fault, nor His problem, yet He was the one cleaning up the 
mess that Adam and Eve had created. Why would He do that? Why 
would He not start over with new people, Adam and Eve version 
2.0 back in the garden of Eden? That’s what we would have done. It 
was because He had chosen to love them as they were and wanted 
nothing to get in the way of them being able to come to Him. To 
continue relationship with them, He had to turn the proverbial “other 
cheek” that Jesus talked about.8

All of these developments greatly changed the order of how 
things had been. Up until then, humans and animals had only eaten 
plants.9 I am assuming that if all animals ate plants, then there was 
no need for either humans or animals to kill another living thing. 
So, where did God get the “garments of skin” that He used to clothe 
Adam and Eve?

He could have spoken them into existence like He did the rest 
of creation, but He had finished creating creation. So, I believe He 
took the life of living animals to get the garments of skin. My belief 

is founded on the Bible’s use of the 
term “garments of skin” implying 
the skin of some other living animal. 
So, an important Biblical principle 

this principle is that not 
believing God leads you to 

disobey God
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is brought to light in this area of the Bible. This principle is that 
not believing God leads you to disobey God, and the final result of 
that is death, either your own or someone else’s death.

Let’s keep moving to Genesis 3 to read about one of the saddest 
days ever in biblical history.

Then the Lord God said, “Behold, the man has become like one of 
us in knowing good and evil. Now, lest he reach out his hand and 
take also of the tree of life and eat, and live forever—” therefore 
the Lord God sent him out from the garden of Eden to work the 
ground from which he was taken. He drove out the man, and at the 
east of the Garden of Eden he placed the cherubim and a flaming 
sword that turned every way to guard the way to the tree of life.10

You’re probably wondering why God drove them out of the 
garden if He wanted relationship with them. He had clothed them, 
so they weren’t ashamed to come to Him anymore. Why now kick 
them out of the garden? How is that going to help His relationship 
with them?

It’s good to ask questions when you read the Bible and don’t 
understand something. That’s the best way to learn! God won’t be 
offended that you ask. Instead, He will be delighted that you are 
wanting to search for Him enough to ask tough questions. Remem-
ber our quick reflection on Proverbs 25:2 in the Introduction of this 
book, “It is the glory of God to conceal things, but the glory of kings 
is to search things out.” Let’s search this out.

I believe the reason He banished them from the garden is if they 
ate from the Tree of Life, they would live forever. That’s actually 
what God says He is concerned about in Genesis 3:22. So that begs 
an even more interesting question: If God loved them and wanted a 
relationship with them, why would He not want them to live forever?

Let’s clarify something first. He did want them to live forever. 
But to answer the question, if they lived forever after sinning against 
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God, then anyone else who had sinned against God should also get 
to live forever. Who else had sinned against God?

The Bible tells us that before Adam and Eve sinned, Satan also 
sinned and then led one-third of God’s angels in a revolt against 
God.11 That revolt failed, and these former eternal angels of God 
were sentenced to eternal death in the lake of fire when Judgment 
Day arrives.12 Until then, some were kept in chains until Judgment 
Day13 and others were cast from heaven to earth. They loiter around 
looking for ways to afflict humankind, the object of God’s affection.

If Adam and Eve ended up living forever by eating from the 
Tree of Life, then God, if He wanted to be a fair and just judge, 
would have to choose between allowing Satan and his angels to live 
forever too, or punishing Adam and Eve with the same punishment 
that had been decreed for Satan and his angels. With Adam and 
Eve not living forever, God’s promise of death if they ate from the 
tree of the knowledge of good and evil is not broken, and Satan can’t 
accuse God of being an unjust judge. Meanwhile, God can carry out 
His plan to redeem humankind so we can still live forever with God. 
We will learn more about this plan later in this book.

God, in doing something that seems mean in banishing Adam 
and Eve from the garden was actually acting in love in order to keep 
His relationship with humankind intact. Just like any good parents 
or any people who really love you, they may have to do something 
that feels harsh and mean in order to do what is best for you in the 
long run.

Moving on to Genesis 4, there is a series of discussions between 
God, Abel and Cain. Some of them are recorded here, and others are 
not recorded but are implied. For example, how did Cain and Abel 
know what was an acceptable offering to God if God had not had 
an earlier conversation with them sharing what was an acceptable 
offering? So, if that conversation took place but wasn’t recorded in 
the Bible, that probably implies that there were other conversations 
between God and humankind that were not recorded in the Bible 
either. With all that in mind, it appears to me that God was still in 
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relationship with Adam and Eve even after expelling them from the 
garden of Eden. That relationship just was not taking place in the 
garden anymore. He went with them out of the garden.

To confirm the thought that God went with them out of the 
garden, let’s focus on the first part of Chapter Four. Cain has just 
murdered Abel. God has just confronted Cain about it. God says that 
the ground has swallowed up Abel’s blood and, as a result, the ground 
won’t yield food for Cain any longer. Cain laments the judgment 
God has placed on him by saying, “My punishment is greater than 
I can bear. Behold, you have driven me today away from the ground, 
and from your face I shall be hidden.”14 For Cain to say that he shall 
be hidden from God’s face as he wanders the earth (that was Cain’s 
conclusion of his punishment, not God’s necessarily) implies that 
he had access to God’s face before his judgment was carried out. In 
addition, that statement means that he valued the Lord’s presence 
and lamented that he would be leaving that presence as the conse-
quence for killing Abel.

The first four chapters of Genesis reveal important aspects of 
both God’s and humankind’s character:

•	 God created something very good.
•	 Humankind messed it up by choosing to believe someone 

other than God.
•	 God went out of His way to cover humankind’s nakedness 

so they would not flee from God’s presence due to their 
embarrassment and guilt.

•	 God banished them from the garden so they can’t eat from 
the tree of life. While harsh, He did that so He can be a fair 
judge, keep His word from being broken, and keep alive the 
plan that humankind can still live with Him forever.

•	 God went with them when they were expelled from the 
garden.
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•	 Humankind continued to sin more regardless of what God 
did to help.

Wow! How does God seem to you now? To me, God seems to 
have gone to a lot of trouble to maintain a loving relationship with 
humankind in these first four chapters of Genesis, more than He 
had to and more than we deserve. But that’s what people do when 
they love someone as much as God loves us.

What causes you to run from God? What keeps you from run-
ning to Him and makes you run away from Him instead? Is it your 
failures? Is it a feeling that you’ve let God down in the past? Do 
you feel exposed or embarrassed whenever you think about God or 
try to get close to Him? Maybe just like Adam and Eve, someone 
has told you some lies about God. I want you to think about these 
questions for a minute. Just dwell on them. Ponder all that God did 
for Adam and Eve. Doesn’t it sound like God went to great lengths 
after they had sinned to maintain a loving relationship with them?

God went to all this trouble because He wants to be with us. 
Later in the Bible, He explains the reason for this. It’s because He 
loves us and wants us to be with Him forever.

Please don’t lose sight of this amazing fact. God didn’t run away 
from them! God didn’t abandon them! Neither did He give up on 
them! That’s what people do to others who let them down, but that’s 
not what God did. Instead, He went to them to help them. That’s 
not how we normally think God acts with people who sin like we 
do. But that is what God did and continues to do today.

If you go to Him, He won’t turn you away.15 He wants to help 
you and draw closer to you. Let’s pause for a minute to thank God 
for loving us even with all our sins and problems.

This book began with a desire to seek God in order to find Him 
so that we can know Him. After seeing how God acted in these first 
four chapters of Genesis, how He continued meeting and talking 
with Adam, Eve, Cain and Abel outside of the garden of Eden, this 
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encourages me that God wants to be with us. He wants us to find 
Him. He desires a close relationship with us.

We have learned some important things about our God already, 
and we’ve just barely scratched the surface. There’s a lot more to see 
in our quest to find, understand and know Him!





ChaPter 2
Genesis 6–10: 

hittinG the reset BUtton

I don’t think I’m going to surprise you when I tell you that God 
hates wickedness. But do you know why God hates wickedness? Is 
God like every other human king, president or dictator who just wants 
his or her own way? Or is there another reason? One you haven’t 
considered? I want you to understand why God hates wickedness 
because it will reveal something good about Him, which will help 
you know Him better.

In Genesis 6, Adam and Eve have had many sons and daughters, 
and several generations have come and gone. The number of men 
and women on the earth has quickly grown. We find God at this 
point upset and in tremendous despair.

The Lord saw that the wickedness of man was great in the earth, 
and that every intention of the thoughts of his heart was only evil 
continually. And the Lord regretted that he had made man on the 
earth, and it grieved him to his heart. So the Lord said, “I will blot 
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out man whom I have created from the face of the land, man and 
animals and creeping things and birds of the heavens, for I am 
sorry that I have made them.” But Noah found favor in the eyes 
of the Lord. (Genesis 6:5–8)

This is the first time that the word “wickedness” or the root 
word “wicked” is used in the Bible. Using the Strong’s Concordance 
Hebrew Dictionary,1 the Hebrew root word for “wicked” means “to 
spoil (literally by breaking to pieces).” Now we know part of why 
God was so distraught. Humankind was “spoiling” and “breaking 
to pieces” what He had worked so hard to create. It might help us 
understand the depth of God’s feelings if we personalize this by 
putting ourselves in His shoes, so to speak.

Have you ever had something you created of great value destroyed 
by someone else? I saw a poor family on the news who lost their 
home to an arsonist. The tears they shed from their loss and the 
anger they felt for the person who destroyed what they had worked 
so hard and for so long to build seemed overwhelming, to say the 
least. With them in mind, now I think we have a better picture of 
what God may have been feeling at that time.

The Bible says in Genesis 6 that God’s heart was broken. He 
had a broken heart! Have you ever pictured God being hurt before? 
Ponder that for a moment. The Almighty God, Creator of everything, 

hurt with a broken heart! Unfortu-
nately, this won’t be the last time 
that God is hurt by humankind. In 
Ezekiel 6:9 (NLT), God says about 
the Israelites, “They will recognize 

how hurt I am by their unfaithful hearts and lustful eyes that long 
for their idols.” While we can never hurt God physically, when we 
reject Him and choose to love other people or things in place of 
Him, it does hurt God, because He loves us. His heart was broken 
by humankind back then. I believe His heart still breaks today.

his heart was broken by 
humankind back then. i believe 

his heart still breaks today.
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In Genesis 6:11–13, we learn more of how God may have been 
feeling: “Now the earth was corrupt in God’s sight, and the earth 
was filled with violence. And God saw the earth, and behold, it was 
corrupt, for all flesh had corrupted their way on the earth. And God 
said to Noah, ‘I have determined to make an end of all flesh, for the 
earth is filled with violence through them. Behold, I will destroy 
them with the earth.’”

Because of humankind’s wickedness, not only had they corrupted 
what God had created, but they were filling the earth with violence. 
I take that to mean that humans were killing and hurting other men 
and women, and not just occasionally. The Bible says that “the earth 
was filled with violence.” There’s no way to know if this is more or 
less violence than we have in our world today. But what’s important 
here is that God felt the earth was filled with violence and felt there 
was no chance of recovery. He had no choice but to hit the reset 
button and start over with the one man who pleased Him: Noah.

Genesis 7 and 8 deal with the flood, but I want to stay focused 
on what God says about violence. In Genesis 9, God spoke to Noah 
and his family after the floodwaters had receded and they had left 
the ark. Of all the things God could have told Noah and his family 
coming off the ark, He basically tells them three things.2 Our focus 
will be on the third item:

1. Be fruitful and multiply. Fill the earth.
2. The entire animal kingdom will fear you and they are given 

to you for food, except you may not eat their blood, for the 
life is in the blood. (Animals had spent a lot of days on 
the ark with Noah and his family. They probably became 
comfortable around humans. Therefore, God gave them a 
fear of humans when leaving the ark to help protect them.)

3. Whoever kills a human being, whether it be a man or beast 
that does it, God will require a reckoning. Humans shall end 
the life of anyone who kills another person, for when they 
kill another human, they kill someone made in God’s image.
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Unlike with the animal world, God breathed His own breath 
directly into Adam. Of all living things, humankind was unique in 
that regard. God was so grieved by all the violence that resulted in 
humans killing each other, He wanted to make sure Noah and his 
family understood and would not allow it to happen again when 
they repopulated the earth.

Another important point: Ever wonder why Noah pleased God? 
The Bible uses the term, “found favor in the eyes of the Lord.”3 I 
would suggest that it was because Noah believed God. After all, he 
believed God when He said He was going to destroy the earth with 
a flood and then he spent about one hundred years building the ark 
and did exactly what God said to do. He did this despite any ridicule 
he may have received from the wicked people all those years around 
him who couldn’t have missed seeing the large structure Noah was 
building and asked Noah what he was doing.

The Bible does not say Noah was perfect. However, it does imply 
that he believed God enough to obey Him, unlike Noah’s ancestors 
Adam and Eve. That seems to be a theme we keep finding in the 
Bible. Believing God enough to do what He says regardless of what 
others may think about you seems to be pretty important to God. It 
seems like it is the dividing line between good and evil.

Why did God send the flood? To destroy wickedness. Why? 
Because wickedness results in violence and violence hurts God’s 
creation, and specifically people. Because God loves people, the 
violence was breaking His heart.

God made people, and He called them good, yet they were 
destroying each other in wickedness and violence. God grieved 
over that, and still grieves today, like you would if somebody burned 
down your home.

However, Noah walked with God and believed Him, and God 
saved Noah and his family. We are learning more about God and 
understanding Him better. Let’s keep going!



ChaPter 3
Genesis 11: Fill the earth

Years ago, I received a phone call from the father of a Japanese 
foreign exchange student who was living with us then. Unfortunately, 
she was not there to take the call. I knew only one Japanese word, 
and it was the Japanese word for “hello”. Her father appeared to 
know only one word of English, and it was “hello”. We basically said 
“hello” to each other in the other person’s language, back and forth, 
much like a game of ping pong.

I mentioned her name so that at least helped him to know he had 
not reached a wrong number. He couldn’t tell me that he wanted to 
speak with his daughter, but I could figure that out just by the fact 
that he called. I couldn’t tell him that his daughter was not home to 
take his call. I don’t know if he figured that out or just thought that 
there was a crazy American custom of saying “hello” in someone 
else’s language for several minutes before giving up the phone to 
the person for which the call was intended.

In a valiant effort to somehow convey what we were thinking to 
each other, we both resorted to saying “hello” slightly differently, with 
more emphasis on the first syllable, and then the second, or adding 
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her name before or after “hello.” Finally, after about five minutes of 
this back and forth, he gave up and hung up, probably thinking that 
he paid a lot of money for an international call to say “hello” with 
someone he didn’t know.

With that phone conversation in mind, we come to Genesis 11 
and the story of the Tower of Babel. This is another story where 
God’s actions can appear to be mean. However, with a little thought 
and added perspective, we can get a better idea why God intervened 
like He did and understand Him better.

I have been a prankster at times in my life, so there have been 
times where I have purposely caused someone confusion and frus-
tration for a brief amount of time in order to get a good laugh. None 
of them come close to the confusion and frustration that would be 
caused by changing the language of people who once knew the same 
language. If God were trying to play a practical joke on people, this 
would be the ultimate!

In reading Genesis 11, we see God was not playing a practical 
joke. Humankind was deliberately rebelling against God and dis-
obeying His instructions to fill the earth. They had decided to stick 
together on a plain in the land of Shinar. Verse 4 shows their pride 
and contrary attitude, “Come, let us build ourselves a city and a tower 
with its top in the heavens, and let us make a name for ourselves, 
lest we be dispersed over the face of the whole earth.” Like any 
parent, when children refuse to obey what they have been told, God 
found another way to get them to do what He wanted.

Depending on your viewpoint 
of God, you may view God’s actions 
to “disperse them over the face of 
all the earth” as heavy-handed and 
cruel. Why wouldn’t God allow them 
to stay together in families, staying 
close together to help each other?

Just like any parent, God doesn’t always explain Himself. The 
Bible doesn’t tell us the reason why He wanted humankind to disperse. 

like any parent, when children 
refuse to obey what they have 
been told, God found another 

way to get them to do what he 
wanted.
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But after reading the first ten chapters of Genesis, I have some 
possibilities to offer:

First, it ’s possible God had created many good things in the 
earth for them to find. Forcing them to speak in different languages 
created a language barrier and dispersed them throughout the earth. 
If they just stayed in one part of the earth, all the wonderful things 
He created would remain undiscovered.

Picture an Easter egg hunt. As a parent, I have had the pleasure 
of hiding the eggs all over the yard. When my kids were very young, 
sometimes they would be scared and wouldn’t want to venture too far. 
I would have to coax them to venture out further than they normally 
would be comfortable in order for them to find all the goodies that 
I had hidden for them to find.

My wife and I spent hundreds of hours finishing a room in 
our basement to make a playroom for our first grandchild (and for 
those that would come after her). We even built a playhouse with 
a reading loft, windows and even a working doorbell. When we 
first introduced the room to our granddaughter, we wanted her to 
explore the whole room and go find all the neat things we did for 
her. However, to our disappointment she tended to play near the 
door with some of her old toys.

In the same way, God has hidden many treasures throughout the 
whole earth that He created for our use and enjoyment. If humankind 
had been allowed to stay together where they were comfortable rather 
than disperse, we might not know today what cocoa beans, sugar 
cane and coffee beans are. We might not have some of the precious 
metals and materials we have today. That would mean a much less 
enjoyable life today in the lives of many people! Remember Proverbs 
25:2, “It is the glory of God to conceal things, but the glory of kings 
is to search things out.”

A second possibility for why God wanted them to disperse 
is that He wanted to protect them from each other. He had just 
destroyed all above-water life on the earth with a flood due to the 
amount of wickedness and murder going on in the earth. Perhaps 
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God was concerned they would start becoming violent again and 
by dispersing everyone over the earth, it would keep them apart and 
make murder much less likely.

A third possibility is that God wanted to protect them from His 
enemy, who has the name “Satan.” While there was no longer the 
possibility for them to eat from the tree of life, there still existed the 
possibility that they could learn some horrible things from Satan. By 
having them disperse, any horrible effects that they might experience 
as a result of listening to Satan rather than God could be isolated 
rather than affecting all humankind again.

A fourth possibility is that by separating them to all the ends 
of the earth and giving them different languages, it would be much 
more difficult for the gospel (good news about Jesus) to be spread 
to all people. On the surface, this sounds like a horrible idea. How-
ever, if all the people of the world heard the gospel even with all 
the difficulty involved, it would then be obvious that it must have 
been something that God helped us do and not something we could 
have done by ourselves.

I wonder if God allows difficulties such as these to exist so that 
we realize it is only with His help that the difficulties can be over-
come. It causes us to seek Him for help and creates more intimacy 
between Him and us when we come to Him for help. In creating 
and allowing difficulties like these, the goal is not to make our life 
difficult or miserable, but rather to bring us closer and increase our 
intimacy with Him.

There is no real way to know why God wanted them to disperse. 
Whatever the reason, it was for our good and not for our harm, and 
not because God is mean. A Bible verse that supports this thought 
is Deuteronomy 4:40 (italics added for emphasis): “Therefore you 
shall keep his statutes and his commandments, which I command 
you today, that it may go well with you and with your children after you, 
and that you may prolong your days in the land that the Lord your 
God is giving you for all time.” Just like a loving parent, God gives 
us commands to “do this” or “don’t do that” in order for things to go 
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well for us. Sometimes, when we don’t obey Him, He gets involved 
and causes circumstances to force us to do what we need to do, like 
what happened in Genesis 11.

Imagine: what if instead of congregating on the plain of Shinar, 
humankind would have dispersed like God wanted them to? We 
would have discovered all the things God wanted us to find, yet we 
could all be speaking the same language today. I wouldn’t have had a 
five-minute phone call years ago trying to say something more than 
“hello.” What a different world this would be today!

Let’s read on and learn some more about God.





ChaPter 4
Genesis 12–14: 

Blessed, BUt do YoU Know it?

Genesis 12 opens with the following powerful statement God 
spoke to Abram: “Go from your country and your kindred and your 
father’s house to the land that I will show you. And I will make of 
you a great nation, and I will bless you and make your name great, 
so that you will be a blessing. I will bless those who bless you, and 
him who dishonors you I will curse, and in you all the families of 
the earth shall be blessed.”1

In the above statement, God commands Abram to leave his family 
and familiar settings behind and to go to another land. Amazingly, 
this is like what God had earlier told everyone on Earth to do prior 
to the whole tower of Babel incident. It is also similar to what Jesus 
told His disciples to do in Matthew 28:19, “Go, and make disciples 
of all nations . . .” with the key word being “Go.”

In addition to God’s command to Abram to leave his land and 
family, God says He will bless Abram and make him a blessing to 
every family of the earth. I find it so amazing that God wants to 



God the  Father  revealed32

bless people. God didn’t just want to bless Abram, but God wanted 
to bless “all the families of the earth” through him. Not some, but all!

This characteristic about God is so often overlooked by us as we 
read through the Bible. God could have been indifferent to the welfare 
of humankind at this point and just stepped back to see what they would 
make of themselves, maybe see whether they all survive or not, or see 
how badly they mess things up again. He could have said something 
like, “Let’s let things play out and let the fittest and strongest survive.” 
However, that was not God’s intent. God had a plan to bless everyone 
on the earth, and He had chosen Abram to play a big role in that plan. 
That plan would result in Jesus, the seed of Abram, taking upon Him-
self the punishment for our sin so we could be reunited to God and 
be blessed as a result. We will talk more about this later. But for now, 
let’s not forget that God wants to bless “all the families of the earth.”

You might be thinking, “If God wanted to bless all families of the 
earth in Genesis 12, then why does He later in Genesis 19 destroy 
the people of Sodom and Gomorrah?” That is a good question, and 
one we will address when we review Genesis 19. For now, I want to 
point out that despite the people of Sodom being called “wicked, 
great sinners against the Lord” in Genesis 132, God blessed them 
through Abraham rescuing them in Genesis 14.

In Genesis 14, we learn that the people of Sodom and Gomorrah 
had been taken captive and taken away from their homes by other 
people. When Abram learns about this, and that his nephew Lot 
has also been taken captive with them, Abram gathers all his people 
who have been trained in combat (318 people, according to Genesis 
14:14) travels many miles and rescues them from their captors and 
returns the people of Sodom and Gomorrah, along with their pos-
sessions, to their respective cities.

Abram could have just rescued Lot and Lot’s family, but Abram 
did more than that. He also rescued the people of Sodom and 
Gomorrah. What a blessing Abram had already become! Despite their 
great wickedness, God blessed the people of Sodom and Gomorrah 
through Abram and rescued them from a horrible fate of slavery or 
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death. It would have been enough if Abram had just rescued them, 
but he also returned to them all their possessions that had been 
taken, except for what his men had eaten.

What can we conclude from this? God the Father wants to bless 
people. That is an important characteristic of God. He doesn’t want 
to hurt people. He wants to bless people. He did this first by making 
us in His image and giving us all of creation to enjoy. Now, it was 
through Abram that God intended to bless people.

With all that said, do you realize that you are blessed?
As I write this chapter, it’s Christmastime. We as a family have 

just exchanged Christmas gifts with one another. Hopefully, everyone 
got something they are excited about. But you don’t always get the 
gifts that you want.

Isn’t it crazy how gifts that would have made you happy at one 
point in your life no longer get you excited at all? Toys were great 
when you were a kid, but if you got the same toys as an adult, how 
would you feel about that? And now that you are an adult, you may 
appreciate getting the latest and greatest cooking device to cook 
faster and better with less cleanup, but if you had received that when 
you were five, how would that have gone over?

If we take a peek over into Genesis 15:2, we can see that Abram 
even felt that way with God. “But Abram replied, ‘O Sovereign Lord, 
what good are all your blessings when I don’t even have a son? Since 
you’ve given me no children, Eliezer of Damascus, a servant in my 
household, will inherit all my wealth.’3 Here, Abram is experiencing 
the same thing that you and I may have felt when getting a gift. 
Abram is asking God what good are all His blessings if he has no 
son with whom to share them.

That raises the question, “Is being blessed relative?” In other 
words, does being blessed vary in our eyes based on our circumstances 
at the moment?

1. You might not think Abram was blessed because he didn’t 
have the latest cell phone, microwave, car or even a washer 
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and dryer! Yet, God was his friend, had blessed him tremen-
dously with much wealth and had defended him from other 
men several times.

2. A man who just came out of a building a few minutes before 
it collapsed may feel very blessed, even though he lost all 
his possessions. He realizes he was so close to dying and is 
grateful to be alive.

3. A man who seemingly has everything a man could want, 
including being a famous celebrity, may not feel blessed. 
He may even feel so desperately dissatisfied with life that 
he takes his own life.

The point I am trying to make here is that you could be tre-
mendously blessed by God, and yet not know it or not believe it. 
One reason could be because of where you are in life; you may not 
appreciate the value of what you have been blessed with. You could 
be like a two-year old child who chooses a gift of a single lollipop 
instead of an envelope with ten $100 bills in it with which he or 
she could buy more than a thousand lollipops. In other words, you 
may not value the things that matter and value the things that don’t.

Is it the fault of the gift giver or the gift receiver that the gift 
is not properly valued?

God is good. You are richly blessed. Do you know that? Do 
you value that? The promise of God given to Abram in Genesis 12 
has been fulfilled. God has made Abram into a great nation. God 
has blessed Abram. God has made Abram’s name great so that it is 
remembered with admiration even today almost 4,000 years later. God 
made him a blessing to others. God has blessed those who blessed 
him and cursed those who cursed Abram. And most of all, God has 
blessed all the people on the earth through Abram. Maybe you don’t 
understand how yet and don’t properly value this gift from God, but 
you will. Keep reading and looking for God to reveal more of His 
goodness to you as you learn more about Him. Learning about God 
is like opening a Christmas present!



ChaPter 5
Genesis 15: Fear not!

Genesis 15 opens with God stating one of the most profound 
and important statements that we will ever hear: “Fear not.” These 
two words have been told to numerous people throughout the Bible. 
“Fear not.” Translated today, that would read as “Do not be afraid.”

God or His angels have been recorded in the Bible speaking the 
words, “Fear not,” “Do not fear,” “Be not afraid” or “Do not be afraid” 
to Abram,1 Hagar,2 Isaac,3 Jacob,4 Joshua,5 Gideon,6 Elijah,7 Daniel,8

Jeremiah,9 Ezekiel,10 Zechariah,11 Mary,12 Joseph,13 shepherds in the 
fields near Bethlehem,14 women at the empty tomb,15 the Apostle 
Paul,16 and finally the disciple John.17 This list doesn’t include the 
many times Jesus told people not to fear in the four gospels.

Why do you think God has felt the need to tell so many people 
not to fear? Because we can fear just about anything. We can fear 
death, disease, unemployment, bankruptcy, famine, war, ghosts, cli-
mate change, stock market crashes, mistreatment by others, people 
in the house or apartment living next to you, the government, and 
on and on. We can even fear things that don’t exist but are just in 
our imaginations or in the movies, like zombies, for example. There 
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is even a fear of missing out, often referred to as “FOMO,” which 
is not taking advantage of something that we should benefit from. 
You name it. If left to ourselves, we will come up with plenty of 
things to fear.

Abram had his fair share of things to fear:

•	 He had left his familiar land to go to the land of Canaan as 
God instructed him to do. He was surrounded by strangers 
in a strange land, living as an outsider among them, prime 
ingredients for living a life full of fear.

•	 He had a beautiful wife. Normally that would be considered 
a blessing, but Abram was so fearful that others would kill 
him to take Sarai away from him that he had instructed her 
to tell them that she was his sister and not his wife! This 
was not a lie as she was his half-sister. This is recorded as 
actually happening twice where she was taken by other men 
to become their wives. God came to Abram’s and Sarai’s 
defense to give her back to Abram, so Abram’s fear was not 
unfounded. If it had not been for God getting involved, it 
could have turned ugly for Abram and Sarai.

•	 He was also aware that others envied him for how blessed 
he was with material possessions. He told the King of 
Sodom that he didn’t want any of the possessions of the 
people of Sodom (they were in Abram’s possession after he 
had rescued the people of Sodom) because he didn’t want 
the King of Sodom saying that Abram was rich because of 
them.

•	 His servants had disputes with his neighbors. Much later 
in Genesis 21, Abram makes a treaty with Abimelek at 
Abimelek’s request to guarantee that Abram would treat 
Abimelek and his descendants with kindness. This embold-
ens Abram to speak up about a well Abimelek’s servants 
had taken forcibly from Abram’s servants. If Abram had 
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felt comfortable living among his neighbors, he probably 
would have brought this matter up much earlier. Instead, he 
brings it up only after many years have gone by (in Genesis 
21) when he sees the fear Abimelek is showing toward him 
in asking for a treaty.

These are just the circumstances that are recorded in the Bible. 
There were probably many others that were not recorded. There was 
no shortage of things Abram could fear.

When Abram set out to rescue Lot and the people of Sodom 
and Gomorrah from the army that had taken them captive, the Bible 
mentions Abram had 318 of his servants trained to fight. Why do 
you think Abram had trained them to fight? Because he was fearful 
and wise enough to prepare for a possible fight in the foreign land 
where he was living. So, the words in Genesis 15:1, “Do not be afraid, 
Abram, for I will protect you, and your reward will be great”18 were 
not just a trite Middle Eastern greeting as God visits him. These 
words should have had enormous meaning to Abram. But those words 
would only matter to Abram if he believed God was able to follow 
through on what He had just told Abram. If Abram didn’t believe 
God, then he would continue being afraid and doubt everything 
else God had told him.

• • •
It had been about 10 years since God told Abram to leave Haran 

and go to Canaan where God would make him into a great nation. It 
was several years after that when God told him that He would give 
all the land around him to him and his descendants. It was a stretch 
back then to believe that he and Sarai would have any descendants 
of their own given their age. Now, Abram is probably thinking it 
has been so long that there is no way he and Sarai have any chance 
to have children to fulfill God’s promises. He is now near 85 and 
Sarai near 75!
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As a result, Abram asks God “O Sovereign Lord, what good are 
all your blessings when I don’t even have a son? Since you’ve given 
me no children, Eliezer of Damascus, a servant in my household, 
will inherit all my wealth. You have given me no descendants of my 
own, so one of my servants will be my heir.”19

But here is God’s amazing answer to Abram’s question: “Then 
the Lord said to him, ‘No, your servant will not be your heir, for you 
will have a son of your own who will be your heir.’ Then the Lord 
took Abram outside and said to him, ‘Look up into the sky and count 
the stars if you can. That’s how many descendants you will have!’”20

At age 85 with a wife at age 75, God is promising Abram that 
not only will he have a son of his own who will be his heir, but also 
that his descendants will be as numerous as the stars in the sky. Wow! 
That is quite the promise for people that old!

What follows next is one of the major verses of the Bible. It is 
the subject of many of the Apostle Paul’s letters and will be quoted 
numerous times in the New Testament. It is a statement about what 
is in Abram’s heart and mind and, more importantly, God’s response 
to that.

Genesis 15:6 reads, “And Abram believed the Lord, and the 
Lord counted him as righteous because of his faith.”21 God didn’t 
count Abram as righteous because of anything that Abram had done. 
Abram believed what God told him. That is why God counted him 
as righteous.

Does that sound familiar? Remember Adam and Eve in the 
Garden? God said something to them too. They believed Him for 
a while, but they let somebody else talk them out of believing God. 
With Satan’s help, they went from believing what God said to then 
doubting what God said and then taking action that was directly 
disobedient to what God had told them.

Remember Noah? God said something to Noah too. Unlike 
Adam and Eve, Noah believed what God said and took action to 
obey Him. Like Abram, Noah was also considered a righteous man 
in God’s eyes.
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Here in Genesis 15, we see that Abram believed God. This is so 
important, so let me say it again. He believed God! That’s why he 
was counted as righteous in God’s eyes. This is an important point 
that is woven throughout the entire Bible. God wants us to believe 
Him. This is a fundamental requirement if we want to have any rela-
tionship with God. Our belief in Him shows up in our thoughts and 
actions and determines whether God considers us righteous or not.

What God is showing us here may be foreign to many in today’s 
world, who believe righteousness is something to be earned or 
acquired by “conformity to an abstract moral code,”22 or doing so 
many good deeds. On the contrary, in the Bible righteousness is 
“faithfulness to a relationship”23, and the first requirement of this 
relationship is a belief that causes trust.

In only reading the first 15 chapters of the Bible, we have iden-
tified the epic battle of the universe in the eyes of God as recorded 
in the Bible. That battle is whether 
we will believe God enough to act 
accordingly. There is a great spiritual 
war that is taking place all centered 
around this one thing: Will we 
believe God enough to act on that 
belief ?

As we read more of the Bible, we see that those who believe 
God and act accordingly are praised by God and reap His blessings. 
Those who don’t are scolded by God and reap His punishment. Just 
like Adam and Eve, Noah, Abram and Sarai, and all the other people 
mentioned throughout the Bible, we of the 21st century are also in 
this spiritual war. Will we believe God? Will we obey Him because 
we believe Him? Which side of the war will we choose?

Action follows our beliefs. It’s amazing how what we believe drives 
what we do and how we act. For example, if we believe God answers 
prayer, we will probably pray a lot. If we don’t believe God will answer 
prayer, then we probably won’t pray much, or we will pray only 
because we feel like we should or when other people are watching. 

there is a great spiritual war 
that is taking place all centered 
around this one thing: will we 
believe God enough to act on 

that belief?
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We probably won’t pray when only God is watching. If we believe 
God wants us to help other people, we probably try to help other 
people. If we believe God doesn’t care about other people, we prob-
ably don’t help other people as much. What I heard recently says it 
well, “We may not believe what we profess, but we will live what we 
believe.” (Dr. William E. Brown, PhD, August 5, 2019)

It can be easy to believe God when nothing major is at stake or 
there is no adversity for believing. But consider how there are bigger 
leagues for those who play sports like football, basketball and soccer. 
When these players become more skillful, they move up to junior 
varsity, then high school varsity, then college, then finally pro. So 
it is with those who enter the “contest” of either believing God or 
disbelieving God. As a person moves up to the bigger leagues, the 
opposition keeps getting tougher and tougher.

This is the contest that all of life is about. Will we fall short and 
stop believing? Or will we do what it takes to keep our belief and 
obey, regardless of the amount of opposition we face?

While believing God pleases God, it frustrates God’s enemy. 
As with any war, the stakes are very high, and just about anything 
goes. If Satan can’t talk you out of believing what God has said, 
he might try to force you to do so by bringing great suffering and 
even persecution to you. There are many stories later in the Bible 
of people who must suffer greatly in order to keep their belief in 
God. The Apostle Paul wrote that those who believed God enough 
to act accordingly would have to suffer persecution in order to keep 
that belief in Him.24 This is still the case today.

Cole Richards, President of The Voice of the Martyrs, a ministry 
whose mission is to serve persecuted Christians through practical 
and spiritual assistance, recently wrote the following:

Richard Wurmbrand [founder of The Voice of the Martyrs] often 
wrote sympathetically about Christians in Communist prisons 
who had buckled under horrific torture and denied Christ. In a 
Communist jail called Piteshti, the chief torturer, named Turcanu, 
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told Christians, “None of you will die as a martyr and go to heaven. 
We will make you blaspheme God and betray believers before dying 
to be sure you go to hell.” Persecutors, like Turcanu, often try to make 
us apostates rather than martyrs. The enemy wants to bring dishonor 
to God and His gospel by showing our faith to be uncertain, weak or 
altogether false. The enemy whispers in our ears, “Must you always 
bear His shame?” Yes! And it is an honor to do so. Let’s trust God 
for the strength and grace to boldly and passionately speak of His 
love and truth. He will empower us, and He will restore us when 
we fail. And let us pray that our persecuted brothers and sisters 
who endure torture and hardship for the name of Christ will also 
be strengthened when they face temptations to deny Him.25

Let’s go back to the first part of Genesis 15 again where God told 
Abram “Fear not.” God didn’t remove all the things from Abram’s 
life that may have caused Abram to fear. The strange people that 
he lived around still surrounded him. Sarai was still beautiful, and 
men would want her for their own at the risk of Abram’s life (this 
happens again in Genesis 20). For Abram to “fear not,” he had to 
decide to believe God despite the things around him. And if we 
want to believe God, we may have to believe God in spite of some 
scary things around us. Contrary to popular belief, whether or not 
we will believe God has a lot less to do with the external things that 
are around us and much more to do with what is in our head and 
what is in our heart.

I have lived in Kansas all my life. We have some amazing thun-
derstorms here. When I was a young child about 10 years old, I used 
to get so scared when the thunder from those storms not only woke 
me up but seemed to shake the entire house. Before the thunder 
hit, the sky would flash so bright from the lightning through the 
windows and light up the entire room. I would lie there in bed and 
see the flash of lightning. I knew the thunder was coming shortly 
after it. I would fear it so. Then one day I was reading something 
in the Bible that caught my attention and changed my perspective.
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Jesus had sent out 72 disciples to preach the gospel in the various 
towns of Israel. When they returned to Jesus, they were full of joy 
saying, “Lord, even the demons are subject to us in your name!”26 It 
was Jesus’s reply to them that changed things for me. He said, “I saw 
Satan fall like lightning from heaven.”27 After thinking about that 
for a while, I went from fearing the thunder to cheering it. I pictured 
Satan falling from heaven because of Jesus’s name being preached 
and lives being changed for good. I began to view the lightning and 
thunder as a positive event instead of a negative one. From that point 
forward, instead of trying to hide under the covers fearing the house 
was going to fall in, I envisioned someone accepting Christ or being 
healed and Satan getting kicked out of heaven. Did God change 
anything around me in order to free me from my fear? No. He simply 
changed what was between my ears and between my shoulders.

Here are several favorite Bible 
passages of mine dealing with fear. I 
won’t comment on them, but just let 
them speak to your heart and mind:

•	 “God is our refuge and strength, always ready to help in 
times of trouble. So we will not fear when earthquakes 
come and the mountains crumble into the sea. Let the 
oceans roar and foam. Let the mountains tremble as the 
waters surge!” (Psalm 46:1–3, NLT)

•	 “For God has not given us a spirit of fear and timidity, but 
of power, love, and self-discipline.” (2 Timothy 1:7, NLT )

•	 “Such [God’s] love has no fear, because perfect love expels 
all fear. If we are afraid, it is for fear of punishment, and 
this shows that we have not fully experienced his perfect 
love. We love each other because he loved us first.” (I John 
4:18–19, NLT)

•	 “I prayed to the Lord, and he answered me. He freed me 
from all my fears.” (Psalm 34:4, NLT)

he simply changed what was 
between my ears and between 

my shoulders.
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•	 “So we can say with confidence, ‘The Lord is my helper, 
so I will have no fear. What can mere people do to me?’” 
(Hebrews 13:6, NLT)

•	 “They do not fear bad news; they confidently trust the 
Lord to care for them.” (Psalm 112:7, NLT)

God and Abram engage in an interesting interaction in the 
second part of Genesis 15. God chose to do something that in my 
mind demonstrates He is trying to get down to Abram’s level, like 
a good father or mother bends down to talk to their young children 
at their level and in words their children can understand.

Verse 18 states God made a covenant with Abram to give his 
descendants the land. In those days, when you entered a covenant 
with someone, you sometimes would split an animal(s) in two, walking 
between them, pointing at them and stating, “May it be so done to 
me if I do not keep my oath and pledge.”28 I believe Abram realized 
that God was going to “cut covenant” with him when God told him 
in verses 9 and 10 to bring animals. Abram “cut them in two and 
arranged the halves opposite each other.”29 He had probably seen it or 
heard of it being done before and knew what was going to take place.

Abram prepares the animals and waits, a series of actions that 
Abram would only have done if he believed God. He did. God then 
shows up as a “smoking firepot with a blazing torch”30 to put Himself 
under a curse if He did not keep the covenant with Abram.

Wow! Does that sound like an uncaring and distant God to you? 
God is God, so He can communicate however He wants. He chooses 
to reach out to Abram in such a way that Abram could understand 
completely based on Abram’s experience and the customs of that age.

We’ve learned some big things in this chapter about our God:

1. People throughout history have struggled with fear and with 
not believing God. Like so many others who lived before us, 
God wants us to “fear not.”
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2. It is important to God that we believe Him. It is a theme 
mentioned throughout the entire Bible. Trust and belief 
that the other person in a relationship will keep their word 
is an important element of any good relationship, and very 
important in a relationship with God. Just like you would 
probably be offended if the people you valued in your life 
don’t believe what you tell them, so God is offended when 
we, who were created in His image and to be in a loving and 
trusting relationship with Him, won’t believe what He says.

3. Sometimes, the greatest obstacle to our believing God is in 
our own head and heart. At other times, there will be external 
opposition through life in general or through the enemy that 
will try to make it harder for us to keep believing God. God 
may remove that opposition, or He may allow it to remain 
in place for a season, so that we can learn to trust Him even 
in the face of great opposition.

Fear not! Believe God! Act accordingly!



ChaPter 6
Genesis 16: God alwaYs sees Me

Abram’s wife Sarai had heard Abram share with her for years 
that God was going to make him into a great nation1 and that God 
was going to give this faraway land that they had traveled to a decade 
ago to Abram’s offspring.2 A few years later, after Lot and Abram 
separated when they came back from Egypt, God told Abram again 
that He was going to give Abram’s offspring all the land that he 
could see in every direction.3 However, this time He added a new 
detail that his offspring would be so numerous that they would be 
impossible to count.4 Abram undoubtedly shared this joyous news 
with his wife Sarai as well. Now, God had just talked with Abram 
and said those things again, and this time added another detail, that 
his heir will be a son coming from his own body.5

Can you imagine what Sarai must have felt at this great news? 
Pressure! Stress! Responsibility! Sarai could be thinking to herself, 
“Abram’s promises from God could be fulfilled by now if it weren’t 
for me. I can’t seem to have children. It seems like God doesn’t realize 
that when He is talking with Abram, that Abram is married to me, 
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a woman who can’t have children!” This is only my speculation, but 
it seems plausible based on the Bible text.

Back in those days, distractions to help you hide pain like TV, 
radio, computer games and social media didn’t exist. As Sarai would 
sit in her tent to hide from the scorching sun, she would have lots of 
time, and maybe too much time to think and dwell on God’s promises 
to Abram of having so many descendants that they can’t be counted. 
These promises of God originally brought them joy. Now, these same 
promises seemed so cruel to Sarai as time and more time had gone 
by with her still not being able to become pregnant. God’s promises 
were intended to be a blessing, but just the mention of them now 
painfully reminded Sarai of her inability to do what other women 
could do. Oh, how her heart must have hurt!

Sarai loved Abram and she wanted to see him receive these 
promises from God. And Abram loved Sarai. This is evident by the 
fact that he is in his mid-80s, very wealthy and had not taken another 
wife by now as other men at that time and in that culture did. He 
could have easily done so if he had any desire for anyone other than 
Sarai. Men in that day would have more than one wife just because 
they could if they could provide for them. But not Abram. He loved 
Sarai so much. Sarai was enough for him.

While Sarai was glad she was so loved by Abram and was his 
only wife, there were these promises of God that God had given 
Abram that needed to be fulfilled. Sarai was more than willing to do 
her part by having a baby. But while her mind was willing, her body 
was not cooperating. She tells Abram, “the Lord has prevented me 
from bearing children”6 showing that at this point, she had given 
up on being able to conceive. Like us in difficult times, Sarai had 
further concluded that God must be actively involved in keeping 
her from having children. In other words, it’s God’s will. Or even, 
it’s God’s fault.

Sarai soon also concluded it would take the pressure from her if 
Abram had another wife through which God’s promises to Abram 
could be fulfilled. She might have reasoned that it was God’s desire 
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in the first place for Abram to have another wife. After all, God 
had blessed Abram in so many other ways, why not bless him with 
another wife? It appears Abram wasn’t ever going to suggest it. Time 
was running out, and someone must take action. So, Sarai does. She 
talks with Abram about giving Hagar, her servant, to be another 
wife to Abram so Abram can have children through her and then 
they can see God’s promises fulfilled, at last. Abram agrees to Sarai’s 
idea. He too wanted to have God’s promises come true. Sarai’s idea 
would do that.

A married couple having a child through a servant was not 
unheard of in their culture. It was repeated two generations later 
between Rachel and Jacob.7 Approximately 1,900 years before the 
birth of Christ, culture was significantly different than what it is 
today. Back then, there were no government social programs to 
provide financial support for you in your old age or if you were hurt 
and couldn’t work anymore. Children, male children especially, were 
the only means of provision for you in your old age.

So, they execute the plan and it works! Hagar becomes pregnant 
by Abram, and it looks like Abram is going to finally get his son 
that God has promised. But even the best man-made plans don’t 
always work out so well. In this case, Hagar, who has been a servant 
of Sarai for some time, does something that her mistress Sarai can’t 
do . . . become pregnant by Abram. This happens relatively quickly 
too. Apparently, this leads Hagar into feeling arrogant and she begins 
to despise Sarai. Perhaps Hagar was resentful about how all this 
happened and that she had no choice in the matter. We don’t know. 
Regardless, Sarai feels the difference in Hagar’s attitude toward 
her. Sarai tries to assert herself and put Hagar back in her place as 
her servant and a battle between them begins. Sarai then mistreats 
Hagar, and Hagar runs away.

This could have ended very badly for a lot of reasons. A pregnant 
Egyptian servant by herself in a strange, unfriendly, desert area is 
not a good situation. Fortunately, God intervenes as “the angel of 
the Lord.”
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While the text uses the term “the angel of the Lord”, this may 
be one of those times in the Old Testament where it was really God 
Himself who was talking with her. This same thing happened to 
Moses, Joshua and several other people recorded in the Old Testa-
ment. With Moses in Exodus 3:2, the person is also described as the 
“angel of the Lord” but later says, “I am the God of your father, the 
God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob.”8 With 
Joshua, the text says Joshua saw a man who says He is the “Com-
mander of the army of the Lord.”9 Joshua quickly bows before Him 
in worship and the man tells Joshua to take off his shoes because he 
is standing on holy ground, just like God told Moses at the burning 
bush. That’s why I and many scholars believe this was an Old Tes-
tament appearance of Jesus to Hagar. Jesus existed as God with His 
Father before the Christmas story ever took place and that is why 
people saw Him in the Old Testament.

God interrupts the silence of the desert by saying, “Hagar, servant 
of Sarai.” This must have scared Hagar because she thought she was 
alone. Here was someone she didn’t know, but He certainly knew 
her. He knew her name and that she was Sarai’s servant. Who told 
Him? He then tells her to return to Sarai and submit to her. He 
adds, “I will surely multiply your offspring so that they cannot be 
numbered for multitude. Behold, you are pregnant and shall bear a 
son. You shall call his name Ishmael, because the Lord has listened 
to your affliction.”10 God says more but it is about Hagar’s son’s future 
rather than about God seeing and listening to her.

Hagar returns to Sarai and Abram and tells them what she was 
told by God. God has made such a favorable impression on her. She 
says about the Lord who spoke to her, “You are a God of seeing. 
Truly here I have seen Him who looks after me.” While Hagar was 
thinking she was all by herself, both in terms of being all alone in 
the desert, and in terms of no one else caring for her, God has shown 
her that He sees her, is looking after her and cares about her so much 
to come to her in a desert place.
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I also find it interesting that God tells her that He has listened 
to her affliction. Wow! He has seen and heard all that she has gone 
through with Sarai. And maybe there was more in Hagar’s heart 
that God heard from her in that place than just her mistreatment 
from Sarai. Maybe also the unfortunate events Hagar experienced 
in becoming a servant in the first place? Maybe there were other 
hurts in Hagar’s past that contributed to her decision to flee and run 
into the desert to get away from it all? Regardless, God showed up.

Note that He didn’t tell her what she wanted to hear. He didn’t 
help her have a fine pity party. Rather, He told her to return to Sarai 
and submit to her. He didn’t justify Sarai’s actions and ignore the 
mistreatment, but He did call out Hagar for her part in things and 
told her to submit to Sarai. But that was okay for Hagar because 
God showed her she was significant to Him. He had listened to her 
affliction and He saw her.

Perhaps you are reading this, and you have children of your own. 
Or you are a supervisor at work and have employees working for 
you. Be aware that it is very import-
ant that those under your authority 
feel that you have heard them. That 
doesn’t mean you must agree with 
them or do what they ask, but you need to listen to them so that 
they know they have been heard. Do you want to make someone 
feel loved? Listen to them well. Look what it did for Hagar.

I tend to give more validity to what God says about Himself 
in the Bible compared to the things people say about God. That’s 
because what people say about God can be flawed, and the Bible can 
be simply recording what they say about God rather than stating a fact 
about God. However, what Hagar says about God here agrees with 
what scripture says elsewhere and is right on. God sees us! Always!

One of my favorite verses states, “I could ask the darkness to hide 
me and the light around me to become night but even in darkness 
I cannot hide from you. To you the night shines as bright as day. 
Darkness and light are the same to you.”11 Yes, God can see in the 

do you want to make someone 
feel loved? listen to them well.
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dark. In fact, light was the first thing that God created in the Genesis 
account of creation.12 God was doing quite well without light before 
He created light. So, rather than saying God can see in the dark, I 
should instead say that God can always see, period.

Another favorite verse of mine paints a picture of God not just 
looking, but aggressively searching the earth for those who want 
God in their lives. “For the eyes of the Lord search back and forth 
across the whole earth, looking for people whose hearts are perfect 
toward him, so that he can show his great power in helping them.”13 
As I picture it, He is not just out and about passively walking on a 
relaxing stroll and just happens upon us by accident. He didn’t just 
coincidentally come across Hagar during His daily stroll. Instead, 
He is running, like a child at an Easter egg hunt, looking for those 
who have turned their hearts toward Him!

Whether there is light, darkness, distance, time, stress, anger or 
any other variable involved, God sees you. Paul says it best in Romans 
8:38–39, “For I am sure that neither death nor life, nor angels nor 
rulers, nor things present nor things to come, nor powers, nor height 
nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate 
us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.”14

To conclude this chapter, let me encourage you. You may feel 
hopeless and abandoned. You may feel invisible, oblivious to others. 
But God sees you and is looking after you. If you will believe Him 
and submit to His direction, He can lead you out of the desert you 
are experiencing just like He did with Hagar. Just don’t get impatient 
with Him. Hagar had to retrace all of her steps to return from the 
desert that she had run into trying to get away. It may take you some 
time to walk back out of the desert that you have run into when you 
tried to get away from your circumstances. Believe Him. Trust Him. 
Submit to Him. Do what He directs and walk out of your desert. 
And remember that He is watching you all the way with eyes that 
care for you.



ChaPter 7
Genesis 17: one steP at a tiMe

Have you ever wondered why God seems to share just little bits 
of information with you and doesn’t share all the details of His plans? 
I certainly have. I have prayed many times that God would show me 
the specifics of what His will is for me in a specific situation, so I can 
go out and do what I think He wants. Rarely do I get that direction 
right away, and usually it seems as though I don’t get an answer at 
all. It feels like He doesn’t want to share those things with me.

I have had people tell me that I need to be patient and wait on 
God. They quote Bible verses to me like Habakkuk 2:3, “But these 
things I plan won’t happen right away. Slowly, steadily, surely, the time 
approaches when the vision will be fulfilled. If it seems slow, do not 
despair, for these things will surely come to pass. Just be patient! They 
will not be overdue a single day!”1 I appreciate what they are telling 
me. Sometimes, though, it can be hard for me to wait, especially when 
I don’t have the ability to see the details of what I am waiting for.

I remember when growing up my mom quoted to me a few times 
Psalm 119:105, “Thy word is a lamp unto my feet, and a light unto 
my path.”2 She then explained that God didn’t promise to give us 
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direction for our entire life today, but just one step at a time. Just like 
a person holding a lantern at night can only see one and maybe two 
steps in front of them, so the Lord will give us direction, but usually 
that is only one step in front of us at a time. Therefore, I shouldn’t 
be impatient but just keep taking the one step in front of me that I 
feel the Lord leading me and He will guide me down the entire path 
of my life. My mom’s counsel has helped me many times over the 
years. But when you are at a fork in the road of your life and want 
to choose the right path, it’s hard to trust and wait.

Have you ever felt this way or am I the only one?
After re-reading about Abram and Sarai up through Genesis 16, 

and now reading the first part of Genesis 17, I think I am starting 
to see something that helps me somewhat better understand why 
God only shares one step at a time with me.

Let’s take a step back in time and look at what God has told 
Abram so far about having descendants:3

1. Genesis 12:2, “I will make of you a great nation.”
2. Genesis 12:7, “To your offspring I will give this land.”
3. Genesis 13:15–16, “. . . for all the land that you see I will 

give to you and to your offspring forever. I will make your 
offspring as the dust of the earth, so that if one can count the 
dust of the earth, your offspring also can be counted.”

4. Genesis 15:4, “This man [Eliezer of Damascus] shall not 
be your heir; your very own son shall be your heir.” And he 
brought him outside and said, “Look toward heaven, and 
number the stars, if you are able to number them.” Then he 
said to him, “So shall your offspring be.”

5. Genesis 15:18, “To your offspring I give this land, from the 
river of Egypt to the great river, the river Euphrates, . . .”

Did you notice that each time God speaks to Abram, He shares a 
little more information regarding His plans with Abram? It’s similar 
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to what my mom was telling me, the light of God’s guidance only 
reaches one stone in front of you.

Now, we are in Genesis 17. It has been about 15 years since a 
conversation between God and Abram had been recorded. The last 
conversation was the conversation recorded in Genesis 15:18, and 
Abram was probably 84 years old when that took place. Ishmael 
had not even been conceived at that point. Now, when Abram was 
now 99 years old and Ishmael was 13 years old, the Lord appears 
to Abram and shares a lot more information. Genesis 17:3–8 reads 
[italics added to show the new things God is sharing]:

Then Abram fell on his face. And God said to him, “Behold, my 
covenant is with you, and you shall be the father of a multitude 
of nations. No longer shall your name be called Abram, but your 
name shall be Abraham, for I have made you the father of a multitude 
of nations. I will make you exceedingly fruitful, and I will make 
you into nations, and kings shall come from you. And I will estab-
lish my covenant between me and you and your offspring after you 
throughout their generations for an everlasting covenant, to be God 
to you and to your offspring after you. And I will give to you and to 
your offspring after you the land of your sojournings, all the land 
of Canaan, for an everlasting possession, and I will be their God.”

Abram now learns that:

1. He will be father of a multitude of nations, not just one.
2. His name is changed to Abraham to reflect this.
3. Kings will come from him.
4. God will now include Abraham’s offspring in their covenant, 

making it an “everlasting” covenant.
5. God will be the God of Abraham’s offspring too.
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Wow! What fantastic news! God could have ended there. In 
fact, Abraham probably expected God to stop there. This is more 
information than God has ever shared with Abraham. Abraham is 
excited that all of this is going to be fulfilled, but I believe he misun-
derstood and thought it would be fulfilled through his son Ishmael. 
Oh, what a blessing Ishmael has become, he thinks!

God then even shares more! In a nutshell, God explains that 
the covenant between God and Abraham will be recognized by the 
circumcision of every male. Every male in Abraham’s house, whether 
born free or bought with money, can accept the covenant if they are 
circumcised in their foreskin. If they refuse circumcision, then they 
are excluded from the covenant. It’s their choice to be included or 
excluded.

It is my understanding that women at that time were considered 
joined to their father or their husband, so if their father or husband 
were in the covenant, they were too.

God is now going to say something to Abraham about Sarai. 
There is no recorded conversation to this point between God and 
Abraham about Sarai. Genesis 17:15–21 reads as:

And God said to Abraham, “As for Sarai your wife, you shall not 
call her name Sarai, but Sarah shall be her name. I will bless her, 
and moreover, I will give you a son by her. I will bless her, and 
she shall become nations; kings of peoples shall come from her.” 
Then Abraham fell on his face and laughed and said to himself, 
“Shall a child be born to a man who is a hundred years old? Shall 
Sarah, who is ninety years old, bear a child?” And Abraham said 
to God, “Oh that Ishmael might live before you!” God said, “No, 
but Sarah your wife shall bear you a son, and you shall call his 
name Isaac. I will establish my covenant with him as an everlasting 
covenant for his offspring after him. As for Ishmael, I have heard 
you; behold, I have blessed him and will make him fruitful and 
multiply him greatly. He shall father twelve princes, and I will 
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make him into a great nation. But I will establish my covenant 
with Isaac, whom Sarah shall bear to you at this time next year.”

Wow! What news! Not only is God going to make Abraham a 
father of nations, but He is also saying that this will happen through 
Sarai, whose name has now been changed to Sarah to reflect this, 
because she will be a mother of nations! And they are to call her 
son Isaac.

God wanted to eliminate any chance that Abraham could think 
that he misheard or misunderstood God and still believe that through 
Hagar and Ishmael the promises from God would be fulfilled. So, 
He repeated Himself and said it again. It was through a child born 
to Sarah that God would fulfill His promises to Abraham.

I noticed something in this conversation God had with Abraham 
that I like about God. Note that at first Abraham couldn’t wrap his 
head around Ishmael not being his son of promise and so he attempts 
to help God out by saying, “Oh that Ishmael might live before you!” 
God didn’t chastise him for unbelief but seemed to understand that 
Abraham might not be able to wrap his mind around what He had just 
told Abraham. So, God corrects Abraham graciously and speaks in a 
way that Abraham can understand clearly. From that point, Abraham 
believes God fully. Abraham even goes out and circumcises himself 
and all the males in his house that very day. Once again, he believed 
God to the point where he acted completely in obedience to God.

Sometimes we get in our head pictures of God much like Dorothy 
had of the Wizard of Oz before Toto pulled open the curtain on the 
wizard. We picture flames shooting up and the wizard yelling. God 
could speak in a way that makes the Wizard of Oz’s fury look like 
that of a harmless flea if He wanted. But that is not usually how 
God speaks to us; He rarely acts that way.

A story that supports that is when the prophet Elijah went to 
Mount Sinai to seek God, the Lord passed by the cave he was in. This 
caused a mighty blast of wind to hit the mountain that tore loose 
some of the rock. After the wind, there was an earthquake, and after 
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the earthquake was a fire. As powerful as those must have seemed, 
the Bible says that the Lord was not in any of them. Maybe that’s 
why Elijah stayed where he was at that moment. But then came a 
“still small voice,”4 a “gentle whisper,”5 and when Elijah heard it, he 
wrapped his face and went out to the entrance to talk with the Lord. 
He perceived God’s presence in the still small voice and responded 
to it rather than the powerful things he saw and heard.6

Imagine that! The Creator of the universe speaking in a whisper. 
For you to hear a whisper, you have to be close or get close to the 

person whispering to hear them. 
That’s why God often speaks in a 
whisper, to encourage you to stop, 
be still and listen; to seek him and 
get close to him. He loves you and 

his goal is closeness with you.7

Now I wonder what Sarah thought when Abraham told her about 
this conversation. Maybe he didn’t tell her and was afraid to tell her 
based on the past series of events with Hagar and Ishmael? Note that 
in Genesis 18 when God comes to visit Abraham and Sarah with 
two angels also in the form of men, they ask where Sarah is. Then 
they say that about a year from now, Sarah will have a son. Note 
that Abraham didn’t laugh this time, but Sarah did, like Abraham 
did the first time that he heard God tell him back in Genesis 17. 
That’s why I wonder if Abraham didn’t tell Sarah that God had told 
him that she was going to have a son and that God telling her this 
news was the first time she had heard it. I wonder if one reason God 
came on the scene in Genesis 18 was to give Sarah a chance to hear 
the news and believe before Sarah’s body began changing to either 
become pregnant or as a result of being pregnant.

While Sarah could be admired for being so selfless in giving 
her servant Hagar to Abraham so that Abraham could have a son, 
things did not work out as she and Abraham had thought. Her and 
Abraham’s plans to help bring to pass God’s promises actually ended 
up getting in the way. Both Abraham and Sarah had now discovered 

God often speaks in a whisper, 
to encourage you to stop,  

be still and listen
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that God intended to do “far more abundantly than all that we ask 
or think.”8 They found out God doesn’t need help fulfilling His 
promises, and that it is better to wait on God.

If you are like me, you’re probably wondering if Sarah giving 
Hagar to Abraham was a mistake made by Abraham and Sarah or if 
it was God’s plan. I think it was a mistake, but I don’t believe there is 
any way this side of heaven to know one way or the other. However, 
even if Ishmael’s birth was not God’s original plan, I don’t believe 
there is any such thing as a mistake when it comes to the conception 
of a child. God could have intervened if it was going to mess up His 
plans. You know, as I get older in the Lord, I believe there is nothing 
that can mess up the plans of God. There is nothing that catches 
Him by surprise. I cannot picture God saying to Himself, “Oh no! I 
didn’t think that they would do that! What am I going to do now?!”

A friend of mine used the term, “Crazy Quilter” to refer to herself 
recently after I had mentioned to her that she was good at dealing 
with obstacles that arise suddenly. When I asked her what the term 
meant, she said that while making a quilt, she will suddenly see a piece 
of fabric that was not in her plan that she will include as she goes.

In the same way, I think God would be a great “Crazy Quilter.” 
Nothing takes Him by surprise. I’m not saying He will be pleased 
with whatever we do. He has told us plainly the things that displease 
Him in His Word and we should strive not to offend Him by doing 
them. However, there isn’t anything we can do that can mess Him up. 
Now, we may not like the way He “quilts” around our mistakes, or the 
consequences we suffer because of them, but as it affects Him, He 
can weave them into His overall plan for His kingdom without any 
problems. Romans 8:28, one of my favorite verses, speaks of this as 
it reads, “And we know that for those who love God all things work 
together for good, for those who are called according to his purpose.” 
Note that the verse does not say that all things are good, but instead 
that all things work together for good for those who love God.

My wife used to do a lot of needlepoint and cross-stitch pictures 
years ago. We have a few of them that are framed and hanging in our 
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house. In those days, I loved to lie on the floor in front of the chair 
that she would sit in to watch TV. Oh, how sweet the days of young 
love! When I would turn to look up at her, I would see what she was 
working on from my vantage point. Frankly, it didn’t look very good 
from that perspective. Thread would be going in what appeared to 
be sporadic directions along the back of the fabric she was working 
on. There would be knots here and there where you could see she 
changed direction and changed threads. However, when I got up and 
looked at the other side she was seeing, it looked great. A beautiful 
picture was in progress of being made. I think the same goes with God 
and our lives. From my perspective here on earth, my life may seem 
disorganized and unplanned. There have been unexpected, unpleasant 
and sometimes dramatic changes in direction that make no sense to 
me here. However, I live my life by faith in God that someday, when 
I get to heaven and can see my life from His perspective, I won’t see 
any of the imperfections that I see while here on earth. Instead, I 
trust I will see my life and the perfect picture that He has made it 
out to be from His heavenly vantage point.

From all of this, we can conclude:

1. God keeps secrets from us when it is best. If He shared 
everything with us, with that knowledge we would most 
likely, with the best of intentions, do things to mess up His 
plans. Therefore, He conceals things and reveals things to 
us as it seems best to Him. Remember the verse Proverbs 
25:2 that I mentioned in the Introduction, “It is the glory 
of God to conceal things, but the glory of kings is to search 
things out.”

2. Not everything that is recorded in the Bible was a result of 
God’s actions. For example, even though it was done with 
good intentions, it was Sarah’s idea to give Hagar to Abraham, 
but that was not God’s way to have the promises fulfilled.
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3. God can work out all things (mistakes, things people do to 
hurt us, and whatever else fits into the definition of “all”) for 
the good of those who love Him: see Romans 8:28.

4. I need to trust my life’s plan to God and be content to see-
ing one step at a time, walking in the light He gives me and 
following Him wherever He leads me; see Psalm 119:105.

Are you beginning to understand God more? I am. Let’s keep 
going because there is so much more to understand in our quest to 
know Him.





ChaPter 8
Genesis 18: YoUr Father is THE JUdGe

Can you recall the last time or two that you met someone new? 
In your first conversation with them, did they ask you what you did 
for a living? If you are currently in school, did they ask what you 
were hoping to do someday for a living? Did you ask them similar 
questions? Now try to recall why you think they asked you those 
types of questions or why you asked them. Was it out of courtesy 
or are we trying to get information to help us to know them better?

Once we understand what a person does or wants to do to earn 
a living, it may shed light on their personality and skills and what 
they are like. We must be careful though, because we can try to 
stereotype the person we’ve met based on what we think people of 
that occupation are like when they may be an exception to the rule, 
or the rule may not be legitimate.

For example, if I told you about a friend of mine who was a nurse, 
and you thought nurses were generally compassionate, caring and 
smart, you might assume my friend was also compassionate, caring 
and smart. In this case, I would agree with you. But, if you assumed 
my friend was female, I would not agree with you. My friend is a male.
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But knowing my friend is a nurse would help you to understand 
whether he likely knows the medical names of parts of the human 
anatomy, works unusual hours, and other things particular to nurses. 
So, knowing a person’s occupation could help you quickly learn more 
about a person and understand them better if you have an accurate 
understanding of the common traits of that occupation.

Did you know that God has an occupation? He is a Judge! Abra-
ham in Genesis 18:25 referred to Him as such when he was talking 

with Him. Abraham says, “Shall not 
the Judge of all the earth do what 
is just?” Throughout the Bible you 
will see references to God as a judge. 

This is an important point and I want to stress it one more time to 
you because it will help you understand more of what God is doing 
in the Bible and in our own lives as well. Think of Him as Abraham 
did, as the “Judge of all the Earth.”

What was your first reaction when I said in the paragraph above 
that God is a judge? Was it good? Was it bad? Was it even scary? 
Perhaps you already have had an experience where you were in court 
with a judge. In that case, especially if things didn’t work out so well 
for you, you may have an unfavorable impression of anyone that is a 
judge. I can relate. I have had both good and bad experiences with 
judges. But for me to make a judgment that all judges are the same 
based on what I myself have experienced would be a mistake. That 
would be the equivalent of saying that all nurses are alike.

About 2,500 years ago, the Greek philosopher Socrates stated 
the following characteristics of a good judge: “To hear courteously, 
to answer wisely, to consider soberly, and to decide impartially.”1 
I believe God demonstrates all four of these characteristics but I 
want to focus at the moment on the fourth characteristic Socrates 
mentioned, as I believe that is the one most people have difficulty 
with in understanding God.

An impartial judge must treat all parties in the courtroom the 
same. He or she can’t be more sympathetic to one side or the other. 

think of him as abraham did, 
as the “Judge of all the earth.”
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He or she can’t cut someone some slack or give someone a break 
because in giving one party a break, he or she is taking something 
from the other party.

A judge in many ways is like a referee or an umpire in a sports 
game. Referees and umpires are also supposed to be impartial. The 
reason referee and umpire uniforms are black, or of some black and 
white combination, is to identify them as not being a participant 
in the game or in support of either team. They are not allowed to 
take the ball and shoot it for one of the teams they like. They must 
remain neutral to both teams competing.

I played baseball at an early age. I remember one of my very first 
games where my coach told me to run to second base. It was the last 
inning of the game and we already had two outs. I slid into second 
base because it was a close play, and the ball had been thrown to 
the second basemen in order to try to tag me out. I ran as fast as I 
could and made a perfect slide, but the second basemen caught the 
ball and put it quickly in front of second base just in time so that 
my foot slid into his glove.

The umpire at second base was a very nice man in town who 
had always spoken kindly to me around town. To my surprise, he 
yelled, “You’re out!” He just didn’t objectively and calmly state this 
fact. He yelled it, screaming it at the top of his lungs and gestured 
by emphatically throwing his right thumb high into the air so that 
there was no doubt about what he was saying. That ended the game. 
I was devastated. Not only by being the last out of the game, but in 
the manner this normally nice man called me out. But he was doing 
his job and doing it well. He couldn’t deny that I had been tagged 
out because he knew me. He couldn’t cut me some slack because we 
were from the same town and the other team was from a different 
town. He had to be fair to both teams, regardless of any affiliations 
between one team and himself. He had to do his job and do it in 
a manner that was impartial to both teams, making the calls and 
reacting as baseball umpires do so that no one would question his 
impartiality.
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In the same way, God, if He is to be a just judge, must judge 
everyone with complete impartiality. He cannot cut someone a break 
just because they are rich, poor, smart, likeable, cute or possess any 
other human attributes that we feel could influence humans in making 
a judgment. If He, or any earthly judge would do so, they would not 
be totally impartial and would not be just. Consider this if you feel 
that God sometimes treats you differently than the beloved child 
that you are, and with ruthless impartiality. As much as He loves 
you, He must judge justly and impartially.

Here are some verses where the Bible refers to God being an 
impartial judge:

•	 “For God shows no partiality.” (Romans 2:11)
•	 “And if you call on him as Father who judges impartially 

according to each one’s deeds,” (I Peter 1:17)
•	 “At the set time that I appoint, I [God] will judge with 

equity [impartiality].” (Psalm 75:2)

As we explore what it means for God to be a judge, we’ve learned 
that He will be impartial. Will He also be fair? I will try to answer 
that question by saying it depends on how you define “fair.” If by 
being fair, you mean that God will apply the rules equally to every-
one, I would say yes, He is fair. However, if you mean that He will 
try to equalize everyone by helping the poor or less fortunate at the 
expense of others, then I would say no, He won’t be fair, but will judge 
rightly toward all. I say this based on what He told Moses to tell the 
Israelites, “Do not twist justice in legal matters by favoring the poor 
or being partial to the rich and powerful. Always judge people fairly.”2

So, in our quest to better understand and know God, we’ve 
learned that He is the Judge over all the earth and, as such, judges 
righteously with impartiality and fairness. You may ask, “So what? 
How does that affect me?” A lot! Bear with me as I share more about 
an experience that I hope will open your eyes like it did mine.
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I didn’t have much of an understanding of what court was really 
like until a time when I had the opportunity to be a representative on 
behalf of a family member in a legal matter. This was a civil matter 
(dispute involving the rights of the parties) rather than a criminal 
matter (dispute involving possible violation of laws) because it per-
tained to someone else making a claim to the house that my family 
member owned and was living in at the time. The other parties were 
making a claim that my family member did not properly own the 
house and that it should be their property instead. The other parties 
hired a law firm and filed a claim against my family member with the 
court. Therefore, we also had to hire an attorney in order to defend 
her ownership of the house. Many documents were presented by the 
parties to be reviewed by the judge prior to us appearing in court. They 
and their attorney appeared in court, and to defend my family member 
against their claims, I and our attorney also had to appear in court. 
Then there was discussion and debate between the attorneys before 
the judge. We all then went home with the understanding that the 
judge would review the matter. A few days later we learned that the 
judge ruled in our favor, and our family member got to keep her house.

As I reviewed the documents, I found it so interesting that both 
our attorney and the other side’s attorneys used the phrase, “We pray 
the court that . . .” numerous times throughout the documents. When 
they did so, the attorneys essentially were saying, “We ask the court 
to rule in our favor because . . .” Until then, I had never heard the 
word “pray” used in anything other than a spiritual context. I think it 
was seeing this language used, specifically the words, “pray the court” 
that opened my eyes to see that there are a lot of parallels between 
the American judicial court and the heavenly court in which our 
Heavenly Father presides as Judge. Let’s walk through some of these 
similarities now as I believe it will give you a better understanding 
of God our Father, as well as the spiritual legal battle that we are 
involved in every day whether we know it or not.

In the case involving my family member, the other side was 
represented by an attorney who, while speaking truth, was speaking 
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only the truth from their point of view that would help their case 
and hurt our arguments before the Judge. Fortunately, this was a civil 
case that we were involved in. If this had been a criminal case, the 
other side would have been a prosecuting attorney who would have 
been accusing us of specific wrongdoings that he or she wanted us to 
be found guilty of and punished with fines, imprisonment, or both. 
This image of a prosecuting attorney bringing accusations against 
someone in court reminds me of Satan, who the Bible refers to as 
the “accuser of our brother and sisters”:

The great dragon was hurled down—that ancient serpent called the 
devil, or Satan, who leads the whole world astray. He was hurled 
to the earth, and his angels with him. Then I heard a loud voice in 
heaven say: ‘Now have come the salvation and the power and the 
kingdom of our God, and the authority of his Messiah. For the 
accuser of our brothers and sisters, who accuses them before our 
God day and night, has been hurled down. They triumphed over 
him by the blood of the Lamb and by the word of their testimony; 
they did not love their lives so much as to shrink from death.3

Did you catch that Satan is accusing us before God “day and 
night?” Unfortunately, he probably doesn’t have to make up things 
to accuse us of. Even though Jesus called him not only a Liar, but 
the father of lies,4 we probably give Satan enough negative material 
of us breaking God’s laws “day and night” that he doesn’t need to lie 
before our Heavenly Father, the Judge of all the Earth. The Bible 
does tell the story of a man named Job who was such a righteous 
man that Satan couldn’t lay an accusation of wrong-doing on him, 
but that didn’t keep Satan from trying to persuade God to allow him, 
to use a legal phrase, to “throw the book” at Job. Satan is so crafty 
and clever. He is one prosecuting attorney you wouldn’t want to face 
in an earthly courtroom, let alone heavenly courtroom.

Now, if you are a prosecuting attorney or know of one, please 
accept my apologies for making a comparison between your role in 
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court and what Satan is doing in the heavenly court. I’m sure you 
are just doing your job in presenting to the court the evidence that 
has been found against someone so that the laws of our countries are 
followed, and the rule of law prevails in our countries rather than a 
state of lawlessness, chaos and anarchy. But the comparison is too 
accurate and important for us not to use to explain things in the spirit.

Whereas a prosecuting attorney probably does not have a personal 
grudge against those whom they are trying to prosecute, the same 
cannot be said of Satan. Satan hates us with a passion:

•	 “Be careful—watch out for attacks from Satan, your great 
enemy. He prowls around like a hungry, roaring lion, look-
ing for some victim to tear apart.” (I Peter 5:8, TLB)

•	 “The thief [Satan] comes only to steal and kill and destroy. 
I [ Jesus] came that they may have life and have it abun-
dantly.” ( John 10:10)

You’ve probably heard of prosecuting attorneys trying to settle 
cases against defendants in order to save time and money for both 
sides in our courts. In our court system, this can be good for either 
or both parties and is done often. In the civil court matter involving 
a family member that I helped, the attorney for the other side tried 
to make a settlement offer with us, requesting a sum of money that 
we would pay them in order for them to give up their claim to the 
house. In order to convince you to take a settlement offer, the other 
party will make their case sound like they can’t lose, that they’ve 
got you in a big predicament, and that the best thing for you to do 
is accept their offer. It may or may not be malicious. It depends on 
the motives of the other party and the facts of the case.

You can bet that Satan, your great enemy, is a master at getting 
people to settle with him out of court. First, he will try to convince 
you that God doesn’t exist or that there is no way for you to know 
Him. He wants you to believe you are foolish to be thinking there 
is a God that might love you. If those arguments don’t work, he 
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will try to make you think you wouldn’t like God at all; that God 
is mean, unfair, boring and just cares about a bunch of rules. Satan 
wants to eliminate any possibility that you would worry about your 
relationship with God and just enjoy your life. Satan wants you to 
settle, with you being resigned to live life without God in this life 
and in the life to come. By settling, you are agreeing that you are 
guilty and will pay whatever is the penalty.

Satan will also do his best to keep you from finding a good 
defense attorney to represent you. Abraham Lincoln has reportedly 
been quoted as saying, “He who represents himself has a fool for a 
client.”5 I think you would be a fool if you chose to represent your-
self in the heavenly court. It would be one thing if you were truly 
innocent in every regard, but you are not. None of us are. The Bible 
is quite clear about that.6 The punishment for any sin is death via 
eternal separation from God in the lake of fire.7

Fortunately, you don’t have to represent yourself in the heavenly 
court. Jesus has offered to be your advocate and defend you. He has 
already agreed to represent you if you will ask Him to do so. Yet, no 
attorney wants a client that won’t listen to him or her and do what 
they say. The same applies to Jesus.8 For Him to be your defense 
attorney, you have to publicly declare that He is your only defense 
attorney,9 confess your sins to Him so He can make your guilty plea,10 
and then trust Him enough to do everything that He tells you to 
do from that point forward.11 While He will represent you for free, 
doing the things that He tells you to do may cost you a lot.12 But if 
you do all these things, then He will not only represent you in the 
heavenly court, He has promised to pay the penalty for all of your 
sins Himself. Wow! How can you refuse such an opportunity?

Unfortunately, a lot of people miss out on this offer that Jesus 
has presented to them. They may:

•	 Think the offer is silly or too good to be true13

•	 Be ashamed if family or friends know they have put their 
trust in Jesus to represent them14
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•	 Think the deal is a great deal, but don’t like submitting to 
someone else and doing whatever they say15

•	 Think that there are many defense attorneys besides Jesus 
who will represent you, including paying your penalty16

For one reason or another, lots of people look into Jesus’s offer, 
but decide to decline it or put it off to worry about another day, only 
to forget about it due to other pressing but much less important 
needs.17 Do not be like them!

Why would Jesus do all of this for you? Because He obeyed God 
the Father.18 You see, not only does Jesus love you, so does God the 
Father.19 It was God the Father’s idea20 and is the only way that He 
can satisfy justice while also saving you from eternal punishment. 
While He loves you tremendously, God the Father just can’t let you 
off the hook for all your sins. Think of the uproar from Satan and 
everyone else doomed to hell because of their sin accusing God of 
being partial and unjust by letting you off the hook. Even if God 
could keep it just between you and Him, that wouldn’t work, because 
God would know. It is impossible for Him to sin by lying and over-
looking justice like that.21 God is not God if He is not faithful to 
judge impartially and righteously.

Having Jesus pay the penalty for you was the only way God 
could save you. Now, when Satan wants to accuse you to God day 
and night asking God to punish you, God can gladly reply, “Your 
motion is denied! Jesus, as creator of all humankind22 and in whose 
image they were created,23 suffered death for sin in their place.24 This 
court has previously ruled that the death of the creator is sufficient 
payment for all sins of His creation. Therefore, any of them who 
accepts Jesus’s representation and payment in the class action case 
brought before this court are recognized as being represented by 
Him. There is no more penalty for their sins remaining to be paid, 
and they have all rights and privileges afforded to them by their legal 
representative. Therefore, your motion is denied!”
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Wow! And that’s not all! Once the case is dismissed, court is 
over. God leaves the courtroom to go home, where He is throwing 
a party at His house to honor Jesus and those who trusted Him for 
representation. God considers those Jesus represents as family. It will 
last forever and will be heaven, literally. Be there! For more details 
on how to accept Jesus’s offer of representation and payment of your 
penalty, and to follow what He says, see Appendix A.

Before we move on, there is one more very important point to 
make. Remember how we discussed that a judge must be completely 
impartial? That means he cannot act on the behalf of either side in 
a court case, even if he were a friend or relative. He cannot make 
a motion for them but can only respond to motions they make in 
court. He is the referee, not a participant. Therefore, if he would 
want something to be done for one of the parties in a court case, he 
has to rely on one of the two sides to request it of him as the judge.

With that in mind, I suggest to you that this is why Jesus so often 
encouraged us to ask things of God. To use a court term, that is why 
He encouraged us to “pray” to God. On one side of the heavenly 
courtroom we have Satan making requests of God “day and night,” 
accusing us and demanding that we get justice for our sins. On the 
other side of the heavenly courtroom, we have Jesus and those He 
is representing.

A biblical example of this is when Jesus told Peter, “Satan has 
asked to sift all of you as wheat. But I have prayed for you, Simon, that 
your faith may not fail. And when you have turned back, strengthen 
your brothers.”25 This courtroom battle continues today. Satan and 
his team are on one side of the heavenly courtroom making requests 
of God (such as what Jesus told Peter about in our example), to sift 
you as wheat. I can only imagine some of the other requests that are 
being made, requests like:

•	 “God, how many times are you going to let him commit 
that sin and not reap the consequences for it? Galatians 6:7 
says you will not be mocked and that whatever a man sows, 
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that will he also reap. When are you going to allow us to 
make him reap what he has sown?”

•	 “God, he only loves and obeys You because you protect and 
bless him. Allow us to mess up some area of his life for just 
a short while and see how quickly he will turn away from 
You. You aren’t really his God. Your blessings are his god! 
Separate Your blessing from Yourself and see which one he 
seeks after!”26

Fortunately, Jesus and His team are on the other side of the 
heavenly courtroom. You are part of that team if you have accepted 
Jesus’s invitation to represent you and complying with the terms of 
that arrangement (see Appendix A). We too can be entering pleas 
made on the behalf and in the name of Jesus, our legal representation 
in the heavenly court.

Paul told the Romans, “I urge you, brothers and sisters, by our 
Lord Jesus Christ and by the love of the Spirit, to join me in my 
struggle by praying to God for me.”27 Did you catch that? Paul was 
asking them to join him in his struggle by praying to God for him. 
Had you ever pictured yourself when you’ve prayed as joining with 
someone in their struggle before the Heavenly Judge? You need to 
because that is what you are doing when you pray for someone.

This illustration taken from our court system can help you see 
what has, is now, and will be taking place in the court of heaven 
before God our Father, who is the Judge of all the earth. Moreover, I 
hope you will follow the examples of Jesus and Abraham by praying 
to the Heavenly Judge on behalf of others.

In the second part of Genesis 18, we see a great example of 
Abraham interceding for the people of Sodom. We also see God, 
acting as the “Judge of all the earth,” hearing the cry of the victims 
for justice against Sodom and the cities of the plain, going down to 
visit Sodom before executing justice against it. The story continues 
into Genesis 19. Let’s continue to the next chapter to learn more 
about the “Judge of all the earth” who is God our Father.





ChaPter 9
Genesis 19: 

JUdGe, JUrY and exeCUtioner

If you are not reading the chapters in this book in numerical 
order, then you may want to read Chapter 4 before reading this 
chapter as I first brought up Sodom and Gomorrah in that chapter 
when discussing their involvement with Abraham.

We read in the previous chapter that God is the Judge of all the 
earth and issues judgments from His courtroom in heaven. There 
is no appellate court above His court. His court is the final court. 
Justice is extremely important to God.

Here on earth, our judges don’t usually execute their sentences 
themselves. This is done by the police or others in our justice system. 
Sometimes, that is also the case with God that others execute or 
carry out His judgments. For example, God stated that “Whoever 
sheds the blood of man, by man shall his blood be shed, for God 
made man in his own image.”1 Paul amplified this by stating that 
“governing authorities” are intended to be “the servant of God, an 
avenger who carries out God’s wrath on the wrongdoer.”2
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However, God sometimes chooses to be the person who exe-
cutes or carries out His judgments. We are even instructed to leave 
vengeance to God as He is the best at executing it: “Dear friends, 
never avenge yourselves. Leave that to God, for he has said that he 
will repay those who deserve it. Don’t take the law into your own 
hands.”3

It’s always hard for me to read in the Bible when God punishes 
someone with death. Consider the punishment of Sodom, Gomor-
rah, and the other cities of the Jordan River Valley. Because of the 
tragedy we may see when we view God from the eyes of those He 
has destroyed on this earth, it’s hard to see God as a person who 
wants a loving relationship with us and wants to bless us. It’s much 
more natural for us to put ourselves in the shoes of those who were 
destroyed on this earth rather than in the shoes of God who did the 
destroying. But if we fail to put ourselves in God’s shoes to gain His 
perspective on what happened and why, then we are only hearing 
one side of the story, and that’s not fair to God.

Imagine how you would feel if a newspaper reported you injured 
someone by spraying mace in their face. What if the newspaper 
reporter didn’t ask you what happened and only reported how you 
had hurt someone else? If you had been consulted, you would’ve told 
the reporter that you had sprayed the mace to defend a friend who 
was being attacked. Spraying the mace in the face of the attacker 
stopped the attack. Would you feel the reporter was fair to you by 
not getting your side of the story? Of course not. In the same way, 
we must be fair to God and spend some time and effort trying to 
understand the events in these stories from His viewpoint.

Before God destroyed Sodom and Gomorrah, He said to Abra-
ham, “the outcry against Sodom and Gomorrah is great and their 
sin is very grave.”4 The root word for “outcry”5 in Hebrew means a 
“shriek from anguish or danger.” Who was making this “great outcry” 
to God against Sodom and Gomorrah? Why were they crying out 
to God? What anguish or danger were they experiencing?
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When the two angels told Lot (Abraham’s nephew) that they 
planned to stay in the Sodom town square, did you notice Lot “pressed 
them strongly” to stay at his house instead? This could have been 
ancient Middle Eastern hospitality at its finest. However, it could 
also have been because Lot knew what would happen to them if they 
stayed the night in the town square based on previous experiences 
he’d witnessed.

Depending on what translation you’re reading, you may have 
slightly different wording in Genesis 19:5 used to state what the 
men of Sodom said they wanted to do to Lot’s two guests. However, 
in Lot’s response to the men of Sodom in verses 6 through 8, it 
becomes apparent that Lot understood the men wanted to rape Lot’s 
guests. Given Sodom’s apparent location between mountains and 
the Dead Sea,6 it appears trade routes went through that area and 
Sodom would have received many overnight visitors. With the great 
number of people who would have travelled that trade route through 
that area and the length of time this could have been happening, it’s 
very likely there could’ve been many thousands of people who would 
have been violently sexually assaulted in Sodom and the other cities 
of the plain. The victims’ cries of anguish then (and assuming they 
survived, throughout the remainder of their lives) for the violence 
they suffered would be the reason why God destroyed these cities. 
This would essentially be the same reason God destroyed the world 
in the time of Noah that we read about in Chapter 2 of this book. 
God hates wickedness because it hurts people, and He will eventually 
take matters into His own hands to stop it.

Often when I have read this chapter in Genesis, I’ve dwelt on the 
tragedy of the death of the people of Sodom or the death of Lot’s 
wife and have missed the mercy of God that is also demonstrated 
in this story. Let’s spend a few minutes here to take a closer look 
at this story. I believe there are some insights into God’s beautiful 
personality here that are often overlooked.

First, it may appear Sodom and Gomorrah were destroyed sud-
denly without any chance to repent prior to this. But, I don’t believe 
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that to be true now. God had given them the witness and testimony 
of Lot and Abraham, even using Abraham to rescue them, to turn 
them from the ways that would lead to their destruction.

Lot came to reside in the area. Living a righteous life in front 
of them would have been a testimony to all who wanted to seek 
the Lord. The Bible refers to Lot as a “righteous man” in 2 Peter 
2:8; and, it was apparent by the story that he was. He treated the 
two angels visiting Sodom with great hospitality like Abraham had 
earlier. The men of Sodom reacted to Lot’s refusal to turn over the 
men like many people do in today’s world when encountered with 
righteousness by stating something like, “Don’t you judge us!”7 In 
the answer back to Lot, they also referred to him as an outsider and 
not one of their own. If he had converted to their ways, they most 
likely would not have referred to him that way. Finally, note that 
in this story Lot’s daughters were still virgins (although they were 
engaged to be married), and that was probably a unique occurrence 
in this evil city.

In addition to Lot’s witness to the people of the valley, we learn 
from Genesis 14 that God allowed the people of the cities of the 
plain to be captured and taken away by other kings many miles to 
the north of where they lived. The people were later rescued by none 
other than Abraham. No doubt in that encounter with Abraham, and 
in the long journey back from near Damascus all the way to south 
of the Dead Sea area, the people of the cities of the plain must have 
become acquainted with Abraham, noticing he lived a completely 
different life from them. Furthermore, in Genesis 14:21–24, Abraham 
tells the king of Sodom that he has promised the Lord he would 
not take anything of Sodom’s so that they couldn’t say they were the 
source of Abraham’s wealth. Looking further into Abraham’s state-
ment to the King of Sodom, Abraham describes the Lord as “God 
Most High, Possessor of heaven and earth.” You could read into this 
that Abraham was trying to get the people of Sodom whom he had 
rescued to acknowledge the Lord as God: they should submit to 
the Lord and change their ways. In addition, Abraham’s statement 
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that he didn’t want the people of Sodom thinking they had made 
him rich was because it was obvious to everyone: Abraham’s wealth 
was well known. He wanted them to know God had made him rich, 
again testifying to the goodness of God. So, I believe God allowed 
the people of Sodom and the other cities of the plain to be captured 
and then rescued by a righteous man as a way to see what they were 
doing was wrong and encourage them to change their ways.

The second insight is that God showed He would change His 
plans and didn’t destroy everything He originally intended to destroy. 
Did you notice how one of the angels told Lot, “Flee for your lives! 
Don’t look back, and don’t stop anywhere in the plain! Flee to the 
mountains or you will be swept away!”8 We need to quickly discuss 
the geography of the area to fully understand this. In Genesis 14:2, 
the five kings of the area and the cities they ruled are listed: Sodom, 
Gomorrah, Admah, Zeboyim, and Bela. These are referred to in 
Genesis 13:12 as the “cities of the plain.” The angel’s statement “don’t 
stop anywhere in the plain,” shows God planned to destroy all the 
cities of the plain, not just Sodom. Lot was being told to leave the 
plain entirely and go to the mountains.

But in Genesis 19:18–20, Lot tells the angels he can’t flee to 
the mountains. He says he won’t be able to make it in time, the 
disaster will overtake him, and he will die. Lot asks that instead of 
the mountains, he be allowed to flee to a nearby town that is very 
small. The angel grants this request and states he won’t overthrow 
the town because of Lot being there. In reading Genesis 19:21–29 
and in Genesis 14:2, we can conclude that the very small town was 
Bela, one of the five cities of the plain mentioned in Genesis 14:2, 
and its name was changed to Zoar, which means “small” 9 in Hebrew. 
With this request, Lot has escaped the disaster of God’s wrath against 
the cities of the plain. But not just Lot and his two daughters. And 
not just the buildings that made up the town of Zoar. I believe the 
people who lived in the city of Zoar were also saved, even though 
just earlier that night they had been doomed for destruction like 
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their neighbors. God allowed some wickedness to remain in place 
so He could avoid also destroying the righteous person Lot.10

It’s interesting to me that shortly after the destruction of all of 
the plain but the city of Zoar (formerly known as Bela), Lot chooses 
to leave Zoar anyway and go to the mountains like the angel had first 
instructed him. The Bible does not explain why Lot did this. Was it 
because the people of Zoar remained wicked and were threatening to 
Lot, and he was fearful to stay any longer? Or did Lot, after realizing 
God destroyed everything in the plain but this tiny town, become 
fearful that God wanted to finish the job and decided he needed to 
move on? We are not told why.

What is especially noteworthy after this is that God did not 
then rain down fire and brimstone on Zoar after Lot left it. The 
town of Zoar is referred to numerous times throughout the history 
of Israel. I wonder why God didn’t destroy it as soon as Lot left it. 
Did the people of Zoar change their behavior after hearing Lot’s 
account of the past 24 hours and seeing the destruction of the rest 
of the plain? Unfortunately, we won’t know the answer to that on 
this side of heaven. However, the thing to note about this is that 
God honored what the angel said he would do long after Lot left 
Zoar. God would have been justified in destroying Zoar after Lot 
left it, but He didn’t. To me, God seems to look for any just reason 
He can use to keep Himself from destroying them rather than looking 
for any reason to destroy them. We could conclude then that God 
does not want to destroy people if He can avoid it. Ezekiel 18:32 
confirms this conclusion: “For I have no pleasure in the death of 
anyone, declares the Lord God; so turn and live.”

To summarize this, God gave 
the cities of the plain at least two 
witnesses, and maybe more not 
recorded in the Bible, as well as time 
to repent before He destroyed them. 
He also allowed wicked people who 
were supposed to be destroyed to live 

God seems to look for any just 
reason he can use to keep 

himself from destroying them 
rather than looking for any 

reason to destroy them.
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in order that He didn’t destroy righteous people with them. Once 
He wouldn’t have destroyed righteous people with them, He didn’t 
finish the destruction but kept the word of His angel not to destroy 
that small town.

Are there wicked people in your life? People who have harmed 
you, perhaps even violently? Why does God not execute justice now 
and destroy them now? Perhaps we see why in how He acted in this 
story of Lot and the city of Sodom.

I believe God wants to give people time to repent (to figuratively 
“change direction”), to believe what He says about things and submit 
to His authority. God would rather wait and not execute judgment 
against the wicked in hopes that they will change. He hopes they will 
hear about Jesus’s offer to exchange their sins for His righteousness, 
believe God, and then change their ways to mirror His ways. To give 
wicked people time to repent requires that wicked people are still 
able to do wicked things and hurt us and others. In 2 Peter 3:9 it 
states: “The Lord isn’t really being slow about his promise, as some 
people think. No, he is being patient for your sake. He does not want 
anyone to be destroyed but wants everyone to repent.”11

Aren’t you glad that God did not decide to destroy all wickedness 
earlier in history? If He had done so, you may never have been born. 
Or if you had been born, you might have been one of the wicked, not 
yet having time to change your ways, and God could have destroyed 
you. It seems that we are all for God destroying the wicked when 
it’s other people, but when it’s us who might be destroyed for our 
own wickedness, then we would appreciate God giving us more 
time. Two of Jesus’s disciples wanted Jesus to bring down fire from 
heaven to destroy a village that refused to receive Jesus, but Jesus 
rebuked the disciples and they went to another village instead.12 Jesus 
would rather walk miles to another village rather than destroy the 
village that rejected Him. Since the Bible says Jesus “expresses the 
very character” of God the Father,13 we can assume God the Father 
would do the same thing; at least until He determines they are not 
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going to change or for other reasons only He knows, He can’t wait 
any longer.

Jesus told a story about a barren fig tree. I think He did this 
to show that neither He nor His Father are in a hurry to destroy 
wickedness in hopes that people will change their ways, or bear fruit 
as in this story:

Then Jesus told this story: “A man planted a fig tree in his garden 
and came again and again to see if there was any fruit on it, but 
he was always disappointed. Finally, he said to his gardener, ‘I’ve 
waited three years, and there hasn’t been a single fig! Cut it down. 
It’s just taking up space in the garden.’ The gardener answered, 
‘Sir, give it one more chance. Leave it another year, and I’ll give it 
special attention and plenty of fertilizer. If we get figs next year, 
fine. If not, then you can cut it down.’”14

All of us are wicked in God’s eyes until we decide to submit our 
lives to be under the authority of Jesus. If you have not yet submit-
ted your life to Jesus, you will incur God’s wrath and destruction at 
some point in your future. But you can avoid the wrath of God by 
deciding to follow Jesus and let Him rule your life. If you wish to 
make this decision now, see Appendix A.

I will conclude this chapter with one more example of God’s 
mercy from Genesis 19:16. Lot hesitated to leave Sodom. We are not 
told any reason why Lot hesitated, but I can imagine several reasons 
on my own. One possible reason could be that Lot was wealthy when 
he arrived in the area and was planning how he could take all his 
possessions with him. This may or may not be the reason, but it is 
something the Lord has challenged me about recently. Prosperity, 
blessings and wealth God has given us to bless us can quickly become 
a liability and tie us down if we are not willing to quickly leave them 
to follow Christ. We can all be critical of the behavior of Jesus’s 12 
disciples while they followed Christ, yet they didn’t have a problem 
leaving everything to follow Jesus. It is said of them, “And when they 



Genes i s  19 :  JUdGe ,  JUrY  and  exeCUt ioner 81

had brought their boats to land, they left everything and followed 
Him.”15 Could that be said of me? Could it be said of you? Have we 
left everything to follow Jesus? In this story with Lot, God showed 
great mercy to Lot and his family by overcoming Lot’s hesitancy to 
leave everything by having the angels grasp Lot’s and his family’s 
hands and physically lead them out of the city.

See what cool things we just learned about the judgment, mercy 
and love of God! Let’s keep going as there is much more to under-
stand about Him in our quest to know Him!





ChaPter 10
Genesis 20: he taKes it PersonallY

We first learned in Genesis 12 that Abraham and Sarah1 had 
a practice of telling everyone they met in foreign places that Sarah 
was his sister. Sarah was very beautiful, and Abraham was afraid if 
people knew Abraham was Sarah’s husband, they would kill him 
in order to have her. Technically, they were brother and sister since 
they had the same father, but they had different mothers. Anyway, 
Abraham does that again in Genesis 20, when he arrives in the land 
of the Philistines near the city of Gerar. Then, Abimilek, the king 
of Gerar, “sent for Sarah and took her.”2

Again, God defends Abraham and comes to Abimilek in a 
dream. Let’s read the interaction between God and Abimilek from 
the dream from Genesis 20:3–7:

But God came to Abimelech in a dream by night and said to him, 
“Behold, you are a dead man because of the woman whom you have 
taken, for she is a man’s wife.” Now Abimelech had not approached 
her. So he said, “Lord, will you kill an innocent people? Did he 
not himself say to me, ‘She is my sister’? And she herself said, ‘He 
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is my brother.’ In the integrity of my heart and the innocence of 
my hands I have done this.” Then God said to him in the dream, 
“Yes, I know that you have done this in the integrity of your heart, 
and it was I who kept you from sinning against me. Therefore, I 
did not let you touch her. Now then, return the man’s wife, for he 
is a prophet, so that he will pray for you, and you shall live. But 
if you do not return her, know that you shall surely die, you and 
all who are yours.”

Notice how God tells Abimelek, “it was I who kept you from 
sinning against me.” Did you catch that? God said “me,” not “Abra-
ham.” That’s interesting. Why did God say, “sinning against me” 
rather than “sinning against Abraham?” As usual, God doesn’t explain 
Himself and we are left to try to put the puzzle pieces together to 
figure it out. I’ll suggest a few possible reasons why.

The first is because God considers all sin as sins against Him-
self personally. Rather than viewing sin as an offense made against 
a human being with no impact on Him, God views all sin as an 
offense performed against Him. Do you consider that strange? I 
did at one time, but don’t any longer. The Apostle Paul wrote in the 
book of Romans, “For since the creation of the world, God’s invisible 
qualities—his eternal power and divine nature—have been clearly 
seen, being understood from what has been made, so that people 
are without excuse.”3 In other words, God made creation in a way 
that reflects Him, His power and His personality. He worked long 
and hard to reveal Himself to us in what He has created. So, if that 
creation suddenly starts acting badly, it distorts the picture He has 
created of Himself. He interprets that as reflecting poorly on Him. 
He feels dishonored by the way His creation has started acting.

Here’s an illustration to explain the point I am trying to make: 
Say you are a master chef and invite friends to your house for a 
backyard dinner where you will make some gourmet pizzas for them. 
You work hard to make these on the grill and look forward to the 
thought of your friends eating them and seeing their eyes widen 
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in delight as the tremendous flavor hits their taste buds. That hard 
work will be well worth it, as it will bring enjoyment to those you 
care about and allow you to use your talent and expertise to bless 
them. Your friends know you are a master chef and very much look 
forward to enjoying the results of your labor. However, one of your 
guests gets jealous and talks everyone into a game where they throw 
your pizzas like frisbees! Before long, they have landed in the grass, 
one or two even landing in some water, and they’re no longer edible. 
The pizzas are no longer the delicious meal intended to display your 
passion for good food but have instead become the source of laughter 
and joke-making. At that point, how would you feel about what had 
just happened? If you are anything like me, you would feel angry, 
very offended, disrespected and mocked because of something you 
worked so hard to create: something you were so proud of was made 
into a joke. You offered your friends your time, talent and food to 
bless them and instead what you created was misused in a way that 
didn’t reflect you at all.

I think that must be how God feels when we treat any part of His 
creation (including other human beings made in His image) in a way 
He did not intend. When God first made all of creation, including 
humans, He judged all of it and concluded it was not only good, it 
was “very good.”4 Satan, the jealous person in the pizza analogy I 
just mentioned, continually tries to get us to misuse and mistreat 
the rest of God’s creation. Therefore, this is why I believe that when 
we do something that hurts someone else, even though we feel our 
sin was against that other human being, from God’s point of view, 
it is a sin against Him.

King David, a descendant of Abraham and one of the main 
characters later in the Old Testament, understood this. After he 
had sinned terribly, it finally hit him how wrong he was to do what 
he did. He says to God, “Against you, you only, have I sinned and 
done what is evil in your sight; so you are right in your verdict and 
justified when you judge.”5 He realized that regardless of whether 
our sins affect other people or not, they affect God.
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I think Joseph, a great-grandson of Abraham, understood this. In 
Genesis 39:8–9 (NIV, italics added for emphasis), he tells his master’s 
wife who is trying to seduce him: “With me in charge,” he told her, 
“my master does not concern himself with anything in the house; 
everything he owns he has entrusted to my care. No one is greater 
in this house than I am. My master has withheld nothing from me 
except you, because you are his wife. How then could I do such a 
wicked thing and sin against God?”

Did you notice how after telling his master’s wife how his master 
trusted him, it would sound natural for Joseph to say, “How then 
could I do such a wicked thing and sin against [my master].” How-
ever, that is not what Joseph says. He says, “How then could I do 
such a wicked thing and sin against God?”

There’s a second possible reason why God may have said “sin-
ning against me” rather than “sinning against Abraham.” I believe 
God hurts when we hurt. He views our hurt as His hurt, our pain 
as His pain. Would it surprise you to know our Creator who made 
us, who intimately knows how we feel and think, and who loves us 
very much, would hurt when we hurt? If it does surprise you, I urge 
you to visit the waiting room of a pediatric hospital unit. Notice how 
the parents of children who are suffering are in emotional turmoil. 
While they may look OK on the outside, they are hurting on the 
inside for their children. If you could see inside their hearts, their 
pain would be as plain as day. It’s the same with our loving Father 
God. When one human being violates another human being and 
creates pain and loss, God grieves.

The third reason God may have said, “sinning against me” is 
that God and Abraham were in a covenant together. If you are in 
a covenant with someone, you are in a type of treaty with them. If 
you and I are in covenant with each other and someone attacks you, 
I should view it as if they had attacked me. I would be expected to 
come to your defense! And if I were attacked, you would be expected 
to come to my defense.



Genes i s  20 :  he  taKes  i t  P ersonallY 87

These are the three reasons I suggest why God responded to 
Abimilek as He did. I don’t think these reasons are mutually exclusive, 
so I believe all three of the above may be reasons why God responded 
like He did. How about you?

I find it interesting that in the same way God told Abimilek that 
Abimilek was sinning against Him by taking Abraham’s wife Sarah, 
Jesus says something very similar to Saul when Jesus confronted Saul 
on the road to Damascus: “He [Saul] fell to the ground and heard a 
voice say to him, ‘Saul, Saul, why do you persecute me?’ ‘Who are you, 
Lord?’ Saul asked. ‘I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting,’ he replied.”6

Jesus had already ascended into heaven when Saul was persecut-
ing the early church, so Saul had not actually laid a hand on Jesus 
himself. Yet, Jesus viewed Saul’s actions of persecution of others as 
persecution of Himself.

I find it comforting to realize that when I hurt, God hurts. He 
is not ambivalent when it comes to you. He cares. He is not some 
distant god who has to be convinced to care about you. And in those 
times of suffering and hurt, His heart hurts and aches too.





ChaPter 11
Genesis 21: it CoMes to Pass

Genesis 21 opens with God’s promise to Abraham finally coming 
to pass. One-hundred-year-old Abraham and 90-year-old Sarah have 
their promised son from God. Abraham names their son “Isaac” as 
God commanded1 which means “laughter.”2 God has done what He 
said He would do.

Sarah is probably the most ecstatic of anyone. She says, “God has 
brought me laughter, and everyone who hears about this will laugh 
with me.”3 Her sense of relief from finally having the son God had 
promised must have been enormous, as she undoubtedly had felt 
tremendous pressure to give Abraham a son. I’m sure she had been 
told by Abraham what God had promised him after every encounter 
he had with God. I can just picture poor Sarah listening to Abraham 
share with great enthusiasm what God had just told him. Then Sarah 
might have felt a tremendous disconnect when reality hits her again 
that she has not ever had a child and is quite old already.

Remember in Genesis 16 when Sarai (Sarah’s name in that chap-
ter) came up with the idea of giving Hagar, her servant, to Abraham 
for him to sleep with her and to have a child by her? This idea was 
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probably born out of the great mental anguish she had undoubtedly 
suffered trying on her own to somehow bring God’s promise to pass 
and give a son to Abraham. It would seem all emotional distress and 
disappointment was now gone, as God had done the impossible and 
given her a son through Abraham.

Life was great for Sarah after the birth of Isaac. Or was it? Now 
whenever she looked at Ishmael and Hagar, instead of seeing the result 
of her selfless act of giving her husband a son through her servant, 
she saw a rival for her and her son. Whenever Abraham came out 
of the fields for the day, he was greeted not just by Sarah and her 
now two-year-old son Isaac, but also by Ishmael whom Abraham 
also undoubtedly loved. After all, Ishmael was also Abraham’s son.

Ishmael was now about 16 years old and surely interacted on a 
different level than did Isaac. Ishmael would have been trained by 
Abraham in the ways of the Lord, learned Abraham’s genealogy all 
the way back to Adam and quoted that and other things Abraham 
had taught him to know to pass on down to his children. Ishmael 
would have assisted Abraham with preparing offerings and sacrifices, 
things Isaac could not physically do yet. So, then, at the great feast 
Abraham held to celebrate Isaac’s weaning, it is foreseeable that an 
obnoxious 16-year old may make fun of his two-year-old half-brother 
and in doing so, incur the wrath of Sarah against him like a mother 
bear protecting her cubs from an enemy.

Abraham was horribly distressed4 as Sarah now demands “get 
rid of that slave woman and her son, for that woman’s son will 
never share in the inheritance with my son Isaac.”5 Wait a minute! 
Ishmael was also his [Abraham’s] son! Until about three years ago, 
Abraham had thought for more than a decade that Ishmael was the 
descendant God had promised him. How could he now disinherit 
Ishmael? What’s more, how could he send his beloved son Ishmael 
away? The years had bonded the hearts of Abraham and Ishmael 
together. Oh, how great the emotional loss Abraham would feel 
from sending Ishmael away. I can only imagine the thoughts going 
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on between Abraham and Sarah as they undoubtedly argued back 
and forth about this.

It is at this point that God gets involved in the scene and tells 
Abraham, “Do not be so distressed about the boy and your slave 
woman. Listen to whatever Sarah tells you, because it is through 
Isaac that your offspring will be reckoned. I will make the son of the 
slave into a nation also, because he is your offspring.”6 God’s state-
ment to Abraham helps Abraham come to terms with what Sarah is 
demanding. I would suggest that it was only by God’s intervention in 
speaking to Abraham about the matter and God’s promise to make 
him into a nation that this matter is resolved.

Note that Abraham didn’t take a month or so to say goodbye to 
Ishmael. Once God spoke to Abraham what to do, Abraham did it 
immediately, regardless of the pain it might cause him. “Early the 
next morning,”7 Abraham acts. This is an attribute of Abraham’s 
that we have seen several times now. Once God speaks to him, he 
immediately acts in obedience to God.

I have struggled with why God would allow Sarah to get her way 
in this matter. It was Sarah’s idea in the first place to give Hagar to 
Abraham to produce a child. Why not make her live with the con-
sequences of what she did with Abraham many years ago? To use a 
phrase we use in the Midwest, why didn’t God make them all “get 
along” instead of having Ishmael and Hagar leave? Especially in the 
way that Abraham sent them away, with just enough food and water 
that Hagar herself could carry?8 That wouldn’t last them very long.

Abraham must have believed God would intervene to make sure 
they survived. And not just survived but thrive so that Ishmael would 
also be made into a nation of his own. That is exactly what God did. 
God kept His word. He called to Hagar from heaven and encouraged 
her just when she needed it. Hagar and Ishmael had wandered for 
days, run out of water and given up all hope of life. He showed her 
water and probably did even more than what is mentioned in the 
Bible. This further assistance is probably summarized by the simple 
statement, “God was with the boy as he grew up.” As the Bible implies 
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throughout all its pages and in even the worst of circumstances, when 
God is with you, you will be all right. Maybe not in the ways other 
people in this world would associate with success, or in the ways 
you would prefer, but you will be all right because God is with you.

But Ishmael and Hagar’s survival and success doesn’t fully help 
me understand why God would allow Sarah to get her way and have 
Ishmael and Hagar sent away. God’s taking care of them is great, 
but it doesn’t make up for the loss that Abraham must have felt for 
his son, Ishmael.

This isn’t the first time that I’ve had a question like this as to 
why God did things or allowed things to happen the way He did 
in the Bible. I’ve had lots of them over my lifetime. New ones pop 
up all the time. And eventually so do the answers for most of them. 
Sometimes the answers pop up when I’m reading other parts of 
the Bible, and sometimes I have to wait many years for the answer. 
Sometimes I get an answer only to get an even better answer later. 
The point is to keep looking and not give up and most of all not 
stop believing. As Jesus said, “Ask and it will be given to you; seek 
and you will find; knock and the door will be opened to you.”9 He 
didn’t say that you would get what you ask immediately. It’s so cool 
when your asking, seeking and knocking are finally rewarded with 
an answer.

In this particular case, I believe the reason why God allowed 
Ishmael to be sent away was because He wanted Abraham’s heart to 
be completely invested in Isaac’s life. God wanted Abraham to have 
no other child to fall back on in which he might think God’s promises 
could be fulfilled, other than Isaac. He wanted Abraham to think of 
Isaac as his only son. This is even how God refers to Isaac in Genesis 
22, as Abraham’s only son. The child to be born from 90-year-old 
Sarah was the fulfillment of the promises. It was very important to 
God for Abraham to think his only child was Isaac. Why? We will 
learn the answer in our next chapter covering Genesis 22.

In the meantime, I want to share a “and they lived happily ever 
after” moment involving Ishmael with you. If you skip forward to 
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Genesis 23 and 25, you’ll read that Sarah lived to the age of 127 
before she passed away. She died having no other children but Isaac. 
Her death was many years before Abraham’s death at the age of 175, 
so Abraham has another wife after Sarah named Keturah and they 
have many other children together. Like Ishmael, Abraham sends 
them away from his son Isaac to the land of the east, but this time, he 
gives them gifts before sending them away. However, when Abraham 
dies, Isaac and Ishmael are both there to bury him. Further, verses 
12 to 18 of Genesis 25 tell us the names of Ishmael’s twelve sons 
and the age of Ishmael when he died. Finally, the story of how God 
helped Hagar and Ishmael survive in the desert in Genesis 21:15–21 
would probably not be known to us unless Ishmael had shared this 
story with Abraham, Isaac, or both of them.

This leads me to believe that while they lived separately, Abraham 
and Isaac had, at some point before Abraham’s death, reestablished 
communications and relationship with Ishmael. God kept His word 
to Abraham and blessed Ishmael by being with him, even though 
he was apart from Abraham.

I think the events in Genesis 22 (the next chapter) take place 
before Abraham and Isaac reconnect with Ishmael. Why do I think 
the relationship with Ishmael was re-established after the events of 
Genesis 22 and not before? Well, I don’t want to spoil it for you. 
Read on to find out what God was going to share with His friend 
Abraham in such an unusual and powerful way. Information that 
Abraham and his descendants did not fully understand until about 
1,900 years later, after the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead.

And remember, when God says He will do something, He does it.





ChaPter 12
Genesis 22: how God Felt

Empathy can be defined as “the capacity to understand or feel 
what another person is experiencing from within their frame of ref-
erence, that is, the capacity to place oneself in another’s position.”1 It 
is an important quality to possess. Without it, we can’t comprehend 
the level of pain someone else may be feeling or understand their 
actions. Their actions won’t make sense to us since we don’t feel the 
same pain they are feeling. While we can have some empathy for 
other people without going through the same circumstances they 
are, there is no better way to understand how someone else is feeling 
than to somehow experience some of what they are going through. 
There is an old saying that goes something like, “Don’t criticize 
someone unless you first walk a mile in their shoes.”

For example, I had witnessed other people who had a child die 
when I was younger and had no children of my own. I thought I 
understood how they hurt and grieved. However, it was not until 
I had children of my own that I could start to grasp how deep and 
painful that hurt and grief could be. Fortunately, I have not had the 
experience of losing a child, so I still don’t fully know what it would 



God the  Father  revealed96

be like, but I can better understand it now as a parent compared to 
when I was a childless young adult.

I’ve started out this chapter discussing empathy because it is 
huge in understanding what takes place in the Bible, and probably 
no more important than here in Genesis 22.

Genesis 22 starts out with a shocking request that God makes 
of His friend Abraham: “After these things God tested Abraham 
and said to him, ‘Abraham!’ And he said, ‘Here I am.’ He said, ‘Take 
your son, your only son Isaac, whom you love, and go to the land 
of Moriah, and offer him there as a burnt offering on one of the 
mountains of which I shall tell you.’”2

How could God request something like that of anyone, let alone 
Abraham?! He knew Isaac was Abraham’s only son, didn’t He? He 
knew how long Abraham had waited to see his son Isaac become 
a reality, didn’t He? Of course, He did! He states, “take your son” 
and then adds insult to injury and adds, “your only son Isaac.” How 
could God do that? God even adds the words, “whom you love” as if 
putting one final stake in Abraham’s heart was needed because the 
earlier words didn’t do enough to pierce Abraham’s heart.

To my surprise, Abraham doesn’t question God at all. The next 
verse says that “Abraham rose early in the morning, saddled his 
donkey, and took two of his young men with him, and his son Isaac. 
And he cut the wood for the burnt offering and arose and went to 
the place of which God had told him.” If Abraham is like me at all, 
one of the reasons he rose early was because he didn’t get an ounce of 
sleep after that conversation with God. He had to have had a thou-
sand questions with no acceptable answers going through his mind.

•	 Why would God ask him to sacrifice Isaac? Abraham loved 
Isaac! He was his son!

•	 Why did God make all these promises about Abraham 
becoming a nation through Isaac if he now had to sacri-
fice Isaac? God had recently clarified to him that it was 
through Isaac that his descendants would be as numerous 
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as the sand by the seashore. He had him send his other son 
Ishmael away after God told him that Isaac was to be his 
only heir through which the promise would be fulfilled. 
Ishmael was now gone and out of the picture. God giving 
Abraham another son wouldn’t help because the promises 
were tied to Isaac. Isaac was it. Only Isaac.

•	 What would he tell Isaac? Could he somehow keep this 
from Isaac, or would Isaac find out?

•	 What would he tell Sarah when he comes back without 
Isaac? Isaac was her only son too.

•	 Does God realize that by sacrificing Isaac, Abraham will be 
childless again? He has no other son to take Isaac’s place! 
He had waited so long to have God’s unbelievable promise 
fulfilled to him, and it came true! Now this!

•	 Had he or Isaac done something wrong? God seemed to be 
pleased with him, but maybe God was angry with him and 
had not told him yet? Had Isaac done something wrong?

•	 If someone had to die as a sacrifice, why couldn’t he 
[Abraham] die instead of Isaac?

•	 If Isaac had to die, then why did Abraham need to be the 
one to kill Isaac? Couldn’t God do this Himself if this had 
to be done?

I am sure Abraham struggled with all of these questions all night 
as he would have tossed and turned, hoping that if he turned on his 
other side that the circumstance God just put him in would somehow 
change back to the wonderful way things had been with his son of 
promise, Isaac, in his life. However, with more and more thought, 
he must have come to the realization that there was no way out of 
this box. All of God’s promises to him were to have their fulfillment 
in Isaac’s life, and yet God now not asked, but commanded him to 
offer Isaac to God as a sacrifice. This required Abraham to put a 
knife into Isaac and end his precious son’s life! And then not even 
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be able to hold him one last time before burying him, but instead 
to burn him on an altar of sacrifice!

Yet somehow, Abraham chose to believe God to the extent that 
he would obey God even with sacrificing his and Sarah’s one and only 
son. He had an absolute faith that God would somehow keep His 
promise, by what means Abraham didn’t yet know. Abraham didn’t 
have to know as he trusted God absolutely, believing God would 
raise Isaac up from the dead somehow in order to keep His promise.

So, Abraham rises early in the morning, with a firmness in his 
steps and actions. He can’t allow himself to question the insanity of 
what he was about to do, because if he did, he may instead waiver 
and not do what God had told him to do.

If only the place where God wanted him to do this was close by, 
but it wasn’t. They had to set out on a journey not knowing where 
he was going, but God would show him. It was not until the third 
day of their journey that Abraham’s eyes saw the place where God 
told him that He wanted this to happen:

On the third day Abraham lifted up his eyes and saw the place 
from afar. Then Abraham said to his young men, “Stay here with 
the donkey; I and the boy will go over there and worship and come 
again to you.” 6And Abraham took the wood of the burnt offering 
and laid it on Isaac his son. And he took in his hand the fire and 
the knife. So they went both of them together (Genesis 22:4–6).

Can you imagine the conversations they had those three days 
on the way there? It must have been hard for Abraham to keep his 
emotions restrained all that time. Three long days to comprehend the 
loss of Isaac. The awkwardness of all that time must have weighed 
on not only Abraham, but also Isaac, as he notices that his father is 
not as talkative as he was usually. Normally, they would talk about 
what they are seeing as they walk, as any father and son would. Not 
this time. Isaac can sense something is different.
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Finally, once the servants have been left behind, Isaac can ask his 
father something that has been bothering him ever since they left 
home. Now he can ask the question without embarrassing his father 
in front of his servants. Isaac finally blurts out, “My father! Behold, 
the fire and the wood, but where is the lamb for a burnt offering?” 
Abraham replies, “God will provide for Himself the lamb for a burnt 
offering, my son.” With that simple answer, Isaac continues on and 
carries the wood for the offering, not realizing he is carrying the 
wood on which he is going to be sacrificed.

Abraham and Isaac finally reach the place and stop their walking 
and begin the work of preparing to offer the sacrifice. Both Isaac 
and Abraham begin gathering large stones to build the altar. With 
Abraham’s age now well over 100 years old, I picture Abraham pick-
ing out the stones and Isaac doing the heavy lifting of building the 
altar. How ironic and sad it is that Isaac is building his own altar! 
Not only did he carry the wood, now he is building the altar too! 
Abraham finally arranges on the altar the wood Isaac had carried.

Finally, all the preparations had been made. Isaac probably 
expected to wait now for God to provide the lamb, as his father had 
said. But instead of resting and waiting, his father begins to bind 
him with rope! Abraham would not have been able to bind him in 
one or two seconds. This would take probably at least a minute to 
do, and maybe longer if Isaac resisted. Can you imagine the hurt that 
Abraham must have felt looking into his son’s beautiful eyes, seeing 
the fear that Isaac must have felt come through them as Abraham 
began to bind Isaac and put him on the altar, as Isaac now realized 
HE was the sacrifice his father said God was going to provide?

Oh, how hard that must have been for Abraham to block out 
his emotions in order to continue to bind Isaac! But Abraham had 
chosen to believe and trust God. What else could he do if he were 
to continue to believe and trust God? Nothing else. The only thing 
Abraham could do now if he wanted to remain obedient to God 
is described in a simple sentence: “Then Abraham reached out his 
hand and took the knife to slaughter his son.”3
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Abraham had offered many offerings to the Lord before when 
he had to kill an unblemished animal he had raised from its birth 
and have it all consumed before him on an altar to the Lord. While 
that may have hurt some to be so ruthless with an animal in taking 
its life, he had done it so many times and understood this was just 
an animal that would eventually be killed for its meat and hide. But 
this was his son, his one and only son, by which God had promised 
many great things for him, and none of them could come to pass 
except through Isaac! This was what he was now sacrificing to the 
God that he obeyed.

Thankfully, God does intervene in this story! At the very last 
second, God stops Abraham from sacrificing Isaac. God says to him, 
“Do not lay your hand on the boy or do anything to him, for now I 
know that you fear God, seeing you have not withheld your son, your 
only son, from me.”4 Abraham is found faithful in God’s eyes. God 
knows that Abraham would not hold back his son, his only son from 
God. God then provided the sacrifice by showing Abraham a ram 
caught by its horns in a thicket which Abraham took and offered 
as the sacrifice instead of Isaac.

• • •
I started this chapter explaining empathy in order to help you 

understand the emotional pain and internal conflict that Abraham 
must have gone through during those three long days in his life. 
Yes, he believed God that somehow the promise of all of Abraham’s 
descendants coming through Isaac would be fulfilled. But how? 
Abraham didn’t have this story in front of him so that he could 
quickly read the ending and see that everything works out fine. He 
was living this story and did not know how this would turn out! 
Those three days must have been agonizing for Abraham. Abraham 
was a human being with affections, emotions, fears and dreams, just 
like you and me. These were probably the three longest and hardest 
days of Abraham’s life. We can read this story in a matter of a few 
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minutes and not comprehend the enormity of all that took place 
in those three long days. Hopefully, you’ve been able to empathize 
and identify with Abraham, seeing things from his point of view.

Because of Abraham’s faithfulness, he is mentioned in what some 
call the “Bible’s faith hall of fame,” which is Hebrews 11. It says the 
following about Abraham’s actions:

By faith Abraham, when God tested him, offered Isaac as a sacrifice. 
He who had embraced the promises was about to sacrifice his one 
and only son, even though God had said to him, “It is through 
Isaac that your offspring will be reckoned.” Abraham reasoned that 
God could even raise the dead, and so in a manner of speaking 
he did receive Isaac back from death (Hebrews 11:17–19, NIV).

However, this book you are reading isn’t about Abraham. This 
book is about God the Father. So, what was God the Father’s role in 
this story? Is He somewhat of a twisted villain, after being the one 
to cause such emotional pain and distress for Abraham, but makes 
up for it by providing the ram for the sacrifice? If you are like me, 
you are probably asking why God put Abraham through all of that 
only to provide the sacrificial ram at the last minute?

God does speak after all of this happens:

And the angel of the Lord called to Abraham a second time from 
heaven and said, “By myself I have sworn, declares the Lord, because 
you have done this and have not withheld your son, your only son, I 
will surely bless you, and I will surely multiply your offspring as 
the stars of heaven and as the sand that is on the seashore. And 
your offspring shall possess the gate of his enemies, and in your 
offspring shall all the nations of the earth be blessed, because you 
have obeyed my voice” (Genesis 22:15–18).

If you look at what God told Abraham, it is pretty much the same 
as what God had told Abraham previously several times. It wasn’t 
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that by Abraham obeying God this time, it set him on a new level 
with God that He had not attained before. So, what purpose was 
accomplished with God telling Abraham to do this and Abraham 
doing what God said to do? Did God need to see if Abraham was 
the real thing and really believed God? I don’t think so, because in 
an earlier chapter of Genesis God says, “Shall I hide from Abraham 
what I am about to do, seeing that Abraham shall surely become a 
great and mighty nation, and all the nations of the earth shall be 
blessed in him?”5 So, why would God put Abraham through this 
emotional trial?

To me, the answer is that God was wanting us to understand 
what He (God the Father) was going to go through when He sent 
His Son, His only Son, Jesus to die on a cross for the sins of you, 
me, and the whole world. You see, God the Father went through the 
same things that Abraham went through when He sent Jesus to die 
on the cross for us. Just like Abraham was offering up his only son, 

so was God the Father. Except God 
the Father did not have anyone to 
say, “Stop!” and to provide a substi-
tute. It was His Son, Jesus, the Son 
of God, who actually became the 
ultimate sacrifice. And if we are able 

to empathize with Abraham and understand what he must have 
gone through emotionally to offer up his one and only son, then 
perhaps we can now identify with God the Father and what He must 
have gone through in offering up His one and only Son for all of 
us. So, I believe God had Abraham go through this horrible expe-
rience in order for us to understand what God the Father would go 
through when He offered up Jesus.

Just like Isaac left his home to go with Abraham to be the sac-
rifice, Jesus had to leave His place in Heaven to come to this earth 
where His Father had led Him to die for our sins. Like Isaac, Jesus 
also carried the wood that was to be used in His sacrifice. In Jesus’s 
case, this was a wooden cross that He carried. Since Jesus created 

God the Father went through 
the same things that abraham 

went through when he sent 
Jesus to die on the cross for us.



Genes i s  22 :  how God  Felt 103

the world, He actually also built the stones that created the mount 
upon which He would be crucified. Instead of building an altar 
from stones, like Isaac, He actually built the mount. In fact, Mount 
Moriah where Isaac was offered is part of Jerusalem, so God had 
Abraham travel for three days and about 50 miles in order to link 
the sacrifice of Isaac and Jesus geographically.

Jesus was bound like Isaac, but Jesus was not rescued at the last 
second by someone providing the real sacrifice. Jesus was the real 
intended sacrifice. God intended for Jesus to die to pay the penalty 
for all sin.

I also believe that one of the reasons Ishmael was sent away from 
Abraham before all this happened is that God didn’t want Abra-
ham thinking it would be OK to offer Isaac as a sacrifice because 
Abraham still had another son, Ishmael, through which God could 
give him descendants. God wanted Abraham to understand that he 
was offering to God his only son through which Abraham would 
ever have descendants. By Abraham understanding that Isaac was 
his only son, the parallel of Abraham sacrificing Isaac and God the 
Father sacrificing His one and only Son Jesus is perfected.

I don’t know if we will ever grasp how much pain and hurt was 
going through God the Father’s heart as He heard His only beloved 
Son say, “My God, My God, why have you forsaken me?” How hard 
it must have been for God the Father to turn His face away from 
Jesus and resist saving Him from the death that He did not deserve. 
Ponder this! Think about it! God the Father must have experienced 
tremendous hurt in seeing His one and only Son beaten, mocked 
and then crucified. Somehow, He held Himself back from rescuing 
Jesus because there was no other way for Him to save us if He did!

Now, like was said by God of Abraham, may we say of God 
the Father, “Now I know that you [love me], because you have not 
withheld from me your son, your only son.”6 And now we understand 
more fully the love of God the Father that Jesus was describing when 
Jesus said in John 3:16, “For God so loved the world, that he gave 
his only Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish but 
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have eternal life.” The word “so” needs to be emphasized somehow, 
because He didn’t just love the world some, but He “SO” loved the 
world if He was willing to put Himself and his son Jesus through 
that for you and me.

With this in mind, it means a lot more when we read in I John 
4:19, “We love him [God], because He first loved us.”7

I hope you will not just simply turn the page to start another 
chapter but will pause for a minute to think about what physical 
and emotional pain both God the Father and Jesus the Son went 
through for you. May the reality of that sink deep into your heart. 
May the love of God for you that drove God the Father to offer His 
one and only Son fill your heart and capture it. You were the object 
of that love. Don’t let that love be in vain. Return that love to Him.



ChaPter 13
Genesis 25: 

tUrninG thinGs UPside down

Much time goes by after the events of Genesis 22 before we see 
God act or speak directly regarding anything major from which we 
can learn something about Him. A period of at least 20 and possibly 
50 years goes by. Oh, that doesn’t mean that God went off and took 
a vacation or sabbatical after having His plan to redeem humankind 
demonstrated by asking Abraham to offer up Isaac. He is very much 
involved in helping Abraham’s servant find Rebekah, the girl who 
would become Isaac’s wife. He is also involved in Abraham’s and 
Isaac’s lives, continuing to bless them and be with them. It’s just that 
not a lot of details of His involvement in these events is recorded 
in the Bible to learn from them. I might pause to say that in the 
same way, God is active in your life today. You may not record them 
or even be aware of them yourself. But believe it; He is not only 
watching but involved.

In Genesis 25, God has a major, albeit brief role. He speaks 
something short but powerful to Rebekah, who is concerned because 
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of what is going on in her body after she’s become pregnant. She 
inquires of the Lord and He says: “Two nations are in your womb, 
and two peoples from within you shall be divided; the one shall be 
stronger than the other, the older shall serve the younger.”1

What news! Twins! Remember, this was before sonograms. God 
gives Rebekah some assurance that things are OK by telling her she 
is carrying twins and they are already struggling with each other 
inside of her.2 This was the reason for all the activity within her. 
But God shared something even more important considering the 
order of family life at that time. In the case of Rebekah’s children, 
the older child would serve the younger. This was in stark contrast 
to culture at that time.

This would not be the only time where the younger child in the 
Bible would get the blessing over the older child. Jacob, the younger 
of Rebekah’s twins, later replicates this when giving his blessing to 
the sons of Joseph, his son. Jacob (named “Israel” at this point in 
his life) purposefully places his right hand on the head of Joseph’s 
younger son, Ephraim, and his left hand on the head of Joseph’s 
younger son, Manasseh, when praying a blessing for them. Further, 
when Joseph tries to correct his father’s apparent mistake, perhaps 
thinking it is because of his dad’s poor eyesight that his dad put his 
right hand on the youngest child, Jacob insists that he knows what 
he is doing and tells Joseph the younger child shall be greater than 
the older child.3

Another famous instance of the younger child being chosen 
ahead of older children happened later in the Old Testament when 
God told the prophet Samuel that the next king of Israel would 
be one of the sons of Jesse, of the tribe of Judah.4 Samuel goes to 
Jesse’s town and seeing the oldest son, assumes God wants him to 
be the next king. Then God says something telling about how He 
sees people. He tells Samuel, “Don’t judge by a man’s face or height, 
for this is not the one. I don’t make decisions the way you do! Men 
judge by outward appearance, but I look at a man’s thoughts and 
intentions.”5 So Samuel continues to examine all of Jesse’s sons until 
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he’s looked at all seven of Jesse’s sons put in front of him. But God 
tells Samuel that none of these seven are the one God wants. This 
must have been very confusing for Samuel. Samuel then asks Jesse, 
“Are these all the sons you have?” and Jesse says, “There is still the 
youngest. He is tending the sheep.”6 Apparently, Jesse didn’t think 
the youngest was important enough to join the rest of the family in a 
banquet with Samuel. Now Jesse sends for the youngest at Samuel’s 
request. When Samuel sees David, God says, “Rise and anoint him; 
this is the one.”7 Here again, the youngest is the preferred one in 
God’s eyes.

Did you catch the huge thing God said about Himself to Sam-
uel? Let’s take a moment to stop at this, and then we’ll resume this 
chapter. God said to Samuel, “I don’t make decisions the way you do! 
Men judge by outward appearance, but I look at man’s thoughts and 
intentions.”8 This is an important thing to remember about God. 
He sees our hearts, with its various thoughts and motives. While 
He knows what our bodies look like, that is not how He views us. 
He regards us by what He sees in our hearts, something which can’t 
be seen by a mere man. We can dress up our lives with lots of good 
works and other things hoping to please God, but if our heart is 
hiding hatred and lust underneath all those good works, while we 
might appear to be a good person to others, in God’s eyes we are 
not. We are to Him what is in our hearts.

While we can’t easily see the hearts of others, we can try to stop 
seeing people by their outward appearance. We can learn to recognize 
this about ourselves and start trying to disregard age, beauty, physical 
attraction, fitness, skin color, racial heritage and other things we see 
with our eyes and start trying to view people as God might see them, 
reserving judgment on people until we see evidence of what might 
be in their hearts. Martin Luther King, Jr. said in his famous “I have 
a dream” speech, “I have a dream that my four little children will 
one day live in a nation where they will not be judged by the color 
of their skin but by the content of their character.” I wholeheartedly 
agree with his statement and hope that all of us could realize how 
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we see people today and start trying to see people as God sees them, 
seeing the “hidden man of the heart” rather than “fancy hairstyles, 
expensive jewelry or beautiful clothes.”9

Now, getting back to the content of this chapter, am I suggesting 
that this is always the case, God choosing the younger child over 
the oldest? No. However, I am suggesting that God sometimes upsets 
the proverbial “apple cart.” He does turn things we trust in, besides 
Him, upside down. In Old Testament times, picking the younger 
child over the older child was a way to do this. Said another way, 

He does sometimes like to mess up 
people’s plans, especially when those 
plans exalt humankind and don’t 
acknowledge Him.10 He likes to 

show that He is still in charge, but not for his own ego as I would 
perhaps do, but because knowing Him is eternal life itself,11 and 
apart from Him we are hopeless.12 So, He upsets the status quo to 
remind us that we need Him and that we should submit to Him 
rather than strive against Him.

As you’ve read this chapter, some of you may be thinking that I’m 
reaching too far in applying the above points from the Old Testament 
to come up with this conclusion about God. Well, you could have 
a point because I am not perfect. So, let’s do this. Jesus, the Son of 
God, is the “exact representation of his [God the Father’s] being.”13 
Therefore, if there is a personality trait about God the Father, then 
that personality trait should also show up in the words and ministry 
of Jesus, God the Son, as recorded in the New Testament as well as 
in those of Jesus’s disciples. Based on the below points, I believe this 
desire to turn things upside down also shows up in Jesus:

•	 Jesus is quoted several times in the gospels saying, “But 
many that are first shall be last; and the last shall be first” 
(Matthew 19:30, KJV), or something similar to this.14 In 
the context of these statements, he is saying that many peo-
ple in this life work so hard to achieve greatness and trust in 

he does turn things we trust in, 
besides him, upside down.
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their riches, but while they may be great in this world, they 
will be poor and miserable in the life to come. In the same 
way, many who appear not to have much money and aren’t 
successful in this world’s eyes, will be lauded as heroes in 
Jesus’s kingdom in heaven, because they put God’s desires 
above their own in this world.15 An upside down in both 
directions!

•	 In the book of Revelation, Jesus says to the church of Laodicea, 
“You say, ‘I am rich, with everything I want; I don’t need a 
thing!’ And you don’t realize that spiritually you are wretched 
and miserable and poor and blind and naked.”16 How would 
you like to be called, “wretched,” especially by Jesus? I wouldn’t. 
If nothing changes, this church that sees itself doing so well 
will have an ugly awakening to the truth of how God sees it. 
Their thoughts of themselves will be turned upside down.

•	 Paul said in the book of Corinthians, “Notice among your-
selves, dear brothers, that few of you who follow Christ 
have big names or power or wealth. Instead, God has delib-
erately chosen to use ideas the world considers foolish and 
of little worth in order to shame those people considered by 
the world as wise and great. He has chosen a plan despised 
by the world, counted as nothing at all, and used it to bring 
down to nothing those the world considers great, so that 
no one anywhere can ever brag in the presence of God” 
(1 Corinthians 1:26–29, TLB, italics added for emphasis). 
Another thing turned upside down.

•	 James wrote in his letter to the church, “And he gives grace 
generously. As the scriptures say, ‘God opposes the proud 
but gives grace to the humble.’ So humble yourselves before 
God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you. Come close 
to God, and God will come close to you. Wash your hands, 
you sinners; purify your hearts, for your loyalty is divided 
between God and the world. Let there be tears for what 
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you have done. Let there be sorrow and deep grief. Let 
there be sadness instead of laughter, and gloom instead of 
joy. Humble yourselves before the Lord, and he will lift you up 
in honor” ( James 4:6–10, NLT, italics added for emphasis). 
James is warning them to be sorry for their sins so God 
can turn that sorrow upside down into joy. Otherwise, God 
will turn their joy upside down into sorrow in response to 
their sin.

•	 I find it interesting that even nonbelievers saw what God 
was doing through the early church when they reported, 
“These men who have turned the world upside down have 
come here also” (Acts 17:6, italics added for emphasis). 
They thought it was men turning the world upside down 
because they didn’t know the Mighty God who was work-
ing through these men chooses to turn things we trust in 
other than Him upside down!

One of the most challenging to us of God’s “upside downs” 
came to us through a challenge from Jesus. The world was seeing 
the healings, miracles and other wonders Jesus was performing and 
coming after Him to follow Him as a political star. It was cool to 
follow Jesus at that point. Then Jesus turns things upside down, so 
people would think twice about following Him. Here is what Luke 
says about this “upside down.”

A large crowd was following Jesus. He turned around and said to 
them, ‘If you want to be my disciple, you must, by comparison, hate 
everyone else—your father and mother, wife and children, brothers 
and sisters—yes, even your own life. Otherwise, you cannot be my 
disciple. And if you do not carry your own cross and follow me, 
you cannot be my disciple (Luke 14:25–27, NLT).

In Jesus’s time, a cross was not something pretty put on top of 
buildings or worn around their necks. A cross was used to execute 
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someone with an excruciating death. In today’s terms, Jesus would 
be telling us to take up our electric chair and follow Him. Jesus was 
essentially telling them they had to turn their life upside down by 
loving Him more than anyone else in this world, including themselves, 
in order to follow Him. That’s quite the demand Jesus is making, 
isn’t it? When you consider how He turned His own existence upside 
down for our benefit, He has not asked us to do anything beyond 
what He has already done for us.

Though he was God, he did not think of equality with God as 
something to cling to. Instead, he gave up his divine privileges; 
he took the humble position of a slave and was born as a human 
being. When he appeared in human form, he humbled himself in 
obedience to God and died a criminal’s death on a cross. Therefore, 
God elevated him to the place of highest honor and gave him the 
name above all other names, that at the name of Jesus every knee 
should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every 
tongue declare that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the 
Father (Philippians 2:6–11, NLT).

Jesus turned His own life upside down by leaving heaven and 
giving up all He deserved so He could be obedient to God the Father. 
God the Father, in turn, honored Him for His obedience by turning 
His death upside down by raising Him from the dead and exalting 
Him above all. Wow, the greatest “upside down” of all time!

So, let’s conclude that God is a master at doing “upside downs,” 
making low those who have exalted themselves and exalting those 
who have made themselves low in obeying Him.

Has God done an upside down in your life yet? If not, He will. 
Are you trusting yourself to make your life the best or are you sac-
rificing this life to God and trusting Him to make your life great 
in His own way?

If you’re currently wealthy, powerful and seem to have everything 
going for you, be prepared to be made poor and lowly. Better yet, 
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follow Jesus and turn your wealth and life over to Him. God can give 
you much more than what you have surrendered to Him.

If you’re currently following Jesus and loving Him above all else 
in your life, look for God to do an upside down for you, blessing you 
in this life and the life to come!



ChaPter 14
Genesis 26–36: holdinG on

The next 11 chapters of Genesis are filled primarily with the 
actions of Isaac and his sons, Esau and Jacob, but God is active behind 
the scenes bringing to pass the things that will cause all nations of 
the earth to be blessed through Abraham’s offspring:

•	 God speaks to Isaac, making the same promises to him 
that were made to Abraham: being with him, blessing him, 
giving him innumerable descendants, giving him the land 
where he was and blessing all nations of the earth through 
his offspring.1

•	 Jacob becomes the son of Isaac who inherits these promises 
of God,2 even though he is not the oldest son, contrary to 
the customs of that age. God still blesses Esau,3 but Jacob 
is the one through whom God’s covenant promises to 
Abraham will be fulfilled.

•	 Jacob makes a vow of conditional allegiance to God 
after God appears to him in a dream.4 At this point, his 
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viewpoint of God is almost like that of a genie. Jacob uses a 
“IF-THEN” statement, almost like he was using computer 
code to describe his relationship with God. His allegiance 
is conditioned upon:

 ○ IF God is with him and watches over [takes care of ] 
him

 ○ IF God gives him food and clothing
 ○ IF Jacob returns to his father’s house safely
 ○ THEN, the Lord will be my God
 ○ THEN, this stone I have set up will be God’s house
 ○ THEN, I will give 10% to God of all that He gives me5

•	 God, in fact, blesses Jacob, giving him wives, children and 
much wealth. He then tells Jacob to return home,6 which 
Jacob is happy to do seeing how his relationship with 
Laban, his father-in-law, has become hostile.7

•	 Like what God did for his grandfather Abraham,8 God 
speaks in a dream to defend Jacob from his father-in-law, 
Laban.9

•	 Jacob returns to the land, and God sends angels to meet 
him.10

•	 Jacob prepares to meet his brother Esau and is fearful Esau 
will want to kill him. Jacob calls out to God for help with a 
new attitude toward God, saying he is unworthy of all the 
kindness and faithfulness God has shown him since he left 
this land and made his vow to God some 20 years ago.11

•	 On the night before Jacob is to meet Esau, Jacob has sent 
everyone else on ahead and is alone. He wrestles with 
someone who he first thought was a man but then discovers 
was God. God blesses him there and gives him the name 
“Israel.”12
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•	 Jacob and Esau meet. Esau shows kindness toward Jacob. 
Apparently still wary of Esau, Jacob says he will follow 
Esau back to Seir, but instead goes to Shechem.13

•	 Jacob’s daughter Dinah is raped there. Her brothers, in 
retaliation, trick all the men of that city. Two of them kill 
all the men of Shechem, and all the brothers take every-
thing and everyone remaining as plunder. Jacob is angry at 
Simeon and Levi for this and worries that all of them will 
be attacked as a result.14

•	 God tells Jacob to move to Bethel and Jacob settles there.15

•	 At Bethel, God appears to Jacob and reaffirms the promises 
He made to Abraham and Isaac, and now him. Then Jacob 
finally goes home to his father Isaac and sees him before he 
passes away. When Isaac dies at the age of 180 years, both 
Jacob and Esau are there to bury him.16

Wow! A lot happened in that 80 to 100 years of history: Lots 
of deception, mistrust, cheating, rape, murder and striving, enough 
material for a major soap opera to run daily for years! Who did all of 
this? It wasn’t God. Don’t blame Him for it. People did these things. 
“People ruin their lives by their own foolishness, and then are angry 
at the Lord.” 17 However, one thing stands out to me as I review this 
part of history: God didn’t abandon them. Rather, God kept His 
promises, encouraging them when they needed it and intervening 
to guide them and protect them when they were threatened.

I was especially intrigued with the wrestling match between 
Jacob and God. Who would have seen that one coming? God would 
really wrestle with a man, and that man would win? Really? Does 
that sound like what you think of God? Let’s look at this a little 
closer, and maybe we can get to know our God more through this:

During the night Jacob got up and took his two wives, his two 
servant wives, and his eleven sons and crossed the Jabbok River 
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with them. After taking them to the other side, he sent over all 
his possessions. This left Jacob all alone in the camp, and a man 
came and wrestled with him until the dawn began to break. When 
the man saw that he would not win the match, he touched Jacob’s 
hip and wrenched it out of its socket. Then the man said, “Let 
me go, for the dawn is breaking!” But Jacob said, “I will not let 
you go unless you bless me.” “What is your name?” the man asked. 
He replied, “Jacob.” “Your name will no longer be Jacob,” the man 
told him. “From now on you will be called Israel, because you have 
fought with God and with men and have won.” “Please tell me your 
name,” Jacob said. “Why do you want to know my name?” the man 
replied. Then he blessed Jacob there. Jacob named the place Peniel 
(which means “face of God”), for he said, “I have seen God face to 
face, yet my life has been spared.” The sun was rising as Jacob left 
Peniel, and he was limping because of the injury to his hip. (Even 
today the people of Israel don’t eat the tendon near the hip socket 
because of what happened that night when the man strained the 
tendon of Jacob’s hip.) (Genesis 32:22–32, NLT).

An argument could be made that it really wasn’t God that wres-
tled with Jacob. We need to resolve this before we go any further. 
If it was God that Jacob wrestled, then we can include what God 
does here in our evidence of what God is really like. If it was not 
God, then we don’t want the actions of someone else to influence 
our perspective of God.

This passage of scripture uses “man” seven times to describe 
the person Jacob was wrestling. So, then it must have been a man, 
right? Not so fast. Jacob at first may have thought it was a man, but 
after the encounter with the “man” he concludes that it wasn’t just a 
man he had been wrestling. He states, “For I have seen God face to 
face, and yet my life has been delivered.”18 He even names the place 
with a word that means “face of God.” So, Jacob obviously thought 
it was God who he had just wrestled with. Note that this passage 
of scripture does not later say that Jacob was mistaken. Therefore, 
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it could be implied that the writer of the book of Genesis thought 
Jacob was correct in what he had concluded. Nor does any other 
later part of the Bible say that Jacob was mistaken. So, at this point, 
Jacob, the author of Genesis, and the many authors of the rest of 
the Bible believe it was God who wrestled with Jacob.

But what made Jacob conclude this was God he had wrestled 
with? Let’s look even closer at the surroundings of this event:

In the first verse of this chapter, we read “the angels of God met 
him.”19 The Bible doesn’t say how Jacob knew they were angels. He 
had seen angels before in his dream at Bethel where God clearly 
spoke to him the same things God had spoken to his father Isaac and 
grandfather Abraham.20 Perhaps these angels looked like the ones 
he had seen in his dream? We aren’t sure, but he thought they were 
angels, so let’s go with that because it doesn’t matter except that it 
helps explain why he asks for a blessing during this wrestling match.

I don’t believe Jacob would ask any stranger for a blessing. And 
I especially don’t think he would wrestle a stranger for hours for a 
blessing. If the stranger ended up being poor or otherwise not blessed, 
then how could they bestow a blessing on Jacob who was already 
quite wealthy and otherwise blessed? How would this blessing help 
him with the meeting with his brother Esau and his four hundred 
men tomorrow?

I do believe Jacob would ask for a blessing from someone who 
he believed was greater than himself, whose blessing would improve 
Jacob’s position in life from where it was then or would help him face 
his brother Esau tomorrow. The person doing the blessing needs to 
be greater, richer, or otherwise better than the one being blessed.21

Jacob had received a blessing years ago from his father Isaac (who 
would have been considered greater than him in that culture), but I 
don’t find any other place in the Bible where Jacob was blessed by 
someone up to this point in time.

So, it’s my hunch that Jacob started asking for a blessing once he 
thought the man who came to him may be an angel. Perhaps that’s 
what started the wrestling match. I could hear Jacob or the man 
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saying, “I’ll wrestle you for it!” A blessing received from an angel 
would be worth something! That is why I believe he refused to let 
his wrestling opponent go unless he received a blessing.

His opponent was either getting weary from wrestling or needed 
to get out of there. I believe it is the latter, under the assumption 
that the darkness hid His true identity, which He couldn’t let be 
revealed as daylight approached. So, his opponent “touched” Jacob’s 
hip, and it went out of socket.

Have you ever had a hip out of socket? Someone I knew who 
played football had a dislocated hip, and he had to be carried off 
the field on a stretcher and was in a tremendous amount of pain. 
For Jacob to continue to wrestle and hold on to his opponent after 
having a hip out of socket is downright amazing. I would have quit, 
tapped out, cried “uncle” or done whatever I could to quit the wres-
tling match immediately and tend to my injury. But not Jacob! He 
wanted that blessing from this angel!

That was Jacob. He didn’t let go of his opponent, whoever it was. 
His first match was with his older brother Esau. He wrestled with his 
brother Esau in his mother’s womb22, and he held on for dear life to 
Esau’s heel when he and his brother were born.23 I would agree with 
those who think Jacob continued to wrestle with Esau throughout 
their time living with their parents, and even later in life.24 He held 
on to Rachel when Laban tricked him and gave him Leah instead 
for his wife, agreeing to work another seven years for Rachel rather 
than giving up and going home.25 After those 14 years were over, 
he continued to endure Laban’s trickery and hold on despite Laban 
changing his wages 10 times, until God finally did tell him to let 
go and go home.26 I see the tenacity and fighting spirit in Jacob that 
makes him hold on to this angel until he gets his blessing.

Keep in mind that this wrestling match was at night. This was 
not like our wrestling matches today. There were no stadium or arena 
lights to help Jacob see what his opponent may have been doing. 
They may have been wrestling in utter darkness. Their only light 
may have been from a campfire. But unless they took scheduled 
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breaks in this wrestling match, they would not have been able to 
keep the fire burning. Jacob probably would not have agreed to tak-
ing scheduled breaks because his opponent may have left the scene 
just as mysteriously as He had arrived. There may have been some 
moonlight, but even that might have been blocked by trees or the 
surrounding mountains.

Would you want to wrestle a stranger in the darkness? Not me, 
unless I was confident that I was better than my opponent, because 
I couldn’t see what my opponent was trying to do to me until it was 
too late. However, if your strategy is to hold on to your opponent 
until they give up, regardless of what they do to you, then maybe you 
can win in a wrestling match in the dark. Such is Jacob!

Jacob still had hold of his opponent and had persevered. He 
was finally going to get his blessing. But first, his opponent asked 
him his name. Jacob complied and told him his name. Then his 
opponent told him something that is amazing, “Your name will no 
longer be Jacob. From now on you will be called Israel, because you 
have fought with God and with men and have won.”27 Jacob asked his 
opponent’s name, not yet realizing the magnitude of what has just 
been said to him. However, his opponent didn’t comply in sharing 
His name, but then blessed him.

I wish we knew what words were used in that blessing! However, 
perhaps that is not as important to Jacob later as what Jacob had 
already been told. Since Jacob had received his blessing, he released 
his hold on his opponent, watched his opponent walk off into the 
pre-dawn darkness, winced some from the pain of his hip, and rested. 
While resting, his mind continued to dwell on the wrestling match 
and then on the conversation and the words spoken to him a few 
moments earlier. Then, I believe it hit him. When had he ever fought 
with God?! He searched his memories like someone frantically flip-
ping through a box of pictures and doesn’t recall ever fighting with 
God. He asked himself, “Was that God I just wrestled?” He thought 
some more and concluded that it was. He named the place Peniel 
(face of God) because he had seen God face to face and yet not died.
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Some time passed, and Jacob moved to Shechem and then back 
to Bethel where God appeared to him in a dream when he first fled 
from Esau. God appeared to him again at Bethel. The text does not 
say whether in a dream, vision, or in the form of a man. But God 
told him again the same thing Jacob was told right before he released 
his hold on his wrestling opponent, “‘Your name is Jacob, but you 
will not be called Jacob any longer. From now on your name will be 
Israel.’ So God renamed him Israel.”28 I believe, in Jacob’s mind, this 
confirmed to him it was God who wrestled with him.

This isn’t the only time in the Bible someone saw a man and 
concluded then or later that it was God they were talking to. We 
read earlier in Genesis where Abraham was visited by three men, 
two of them ended up being angels, and one of them was the Lord.29 
Joshua also encountered a man near Jericho before the siege of that 
city began. This man said He was the “Commander of the army of 
the Lord”, and Joshua fell on his face and worshipped Him. Unlike 
angels or holy men who refused worship,30 Joshua’s worship was 
not refused. Instead, Joshua was told to take off his shoes for he 
was on holy ground.31 Manoah, the father of Samson, and his wife 
had a similar experience, thinking they were talking to a man and 
then when the man ascended into heaven, believed that they had 
“seen God.”32 Like Jacob’s encounter, the “man” declined to give His 
name to Manoah.33 However, I don’t recall any angel in the Bible 
refusing to share their name with the people to whom they were 
speaking.34 So, I am choosing to believe Jacob’s report that he had 
wrestled with God.

That question resolved, I am still left with two other major 
questions:

1. Why would God wrestle with Jacob?
2. How could Jacob win a wrestling match with God?

Let’s start with the first question. Why would God wrestle with 
Jacob? Why wouldn’t God just make a proclamation to him, as He 
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had done in the past, or speak to him in a dream? Why wrestle? We 
hadn’t seen where God in bodily form wrestled with someone prior 
to this, nor will we see this in the rest of the Bible. What was God 
hoping to accomplish by wrestling with Jacob?

What attributes of God do we know about that could provide 
an answer for us? Well, we know God is “merciful and gracious, 
long-suffering and abundant in goodness and truth” because He 
said that about Himself to Moses.35 In addition, Jesus referred to 
Him not only as His Father, but our Father.36 He also said that God 
the Father loves us.37 So, picturing our God as a loving Father who 
wanted to speak love and truth to Jacob in a special way, how does 
that help us answer the question of why God would stoop from His 
heavenly throne to wrestle with Jacob, who was probably sweaty and 
stinky after traveling in a hot climate for days?

I believe God wanted to speak to Jacob in a language he would 
understand, not just with his ears, but with his heart and all his 
physical faculties. Jacob likely had been holding onto or wrestling 
with people all his life. Esau, because of his love for the outdoors, 
was probably stronger than Jacob and probably won most of their 
childhood matches. This is probably the reason Jacob feared Esau’s 
wrath after Jacob took both his birthright and his father’s blessing. 
Jacob probably wasn’t the best wrestler, but he might have learned 
that if he was going to survive, he had to outlast the other person by 
sheer determination, learning lessons from each of his defeats that he 
could take to the next struggle, steadily improving and consistently 
willing to take more punishment than he could dish out in order to 
prevail. I believe God, in an act of love and like an earthly Father, 
would wrestle with him, not wrestling with all His power, but just 
enough to give Jacob a struggle and in the end, let Jacob win.

I’m sure I’m not the only earthly dad who has wrestled his kids 
and played against them in basketball or other athletic contests. A 
good father will hold back most of their strength and ability in order 
to let their child have a good chance of winning, to make a good 
struggle out of what would normally be a lopsided contest. Sometimes 
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the father lets the child win because if the child never wins, they 
can get discouraged and quit. So, the father or mother must balance 
between their child losing so much that they get discouraged and 
letting their child win so much that they become arrogant and don’t 
strive to improve because they always win against their parents.

To me, God was doing just that with Jacob. He was then, is 
now, and will always be Almighty God. He could have annihilated 
Jacob in a millisecond if He had wanted to, but instead He struggled 
with Jacob for hours, testing him and perhaps even enjoying the 
interaction He was having with His child. And then, in an act of 
love, He touches Jacob’s hip, knocking it out of socket and creating 
tremendous pain for Jacob, right before giving up and declaring 
Jacob the winner.

If God didn’t know Jacob completely, He would have been taking 
a tremendous risk in touching Jacob’s hip and knocking it out of 
socket. Jacob could have easily given up at that point and consoled 
himself by thinking he had done well wrestling that long with an 
angel. But God knew Jacob and knew he still wouldn’t give up. After 
much reflection on this nighttime wrestling match, now every time 
Jacob walked with his limp, it reminded him he had wrestled with 
God who said he had prevailed. This gave Jacob both great confi-
dence in all his dealings after having been affirmed by Almighty 
God and yet great humility and reverence for God in knowing that 
as easily as God touched his hip, He could have done that from the 
beginning of the match and easily destroyed Jacob if He had wanted. 
He now realized God had held back. You don’t hold back for people 
you don’t love, so he now realized how much God must love him.

One important point I need to make here before we continue. 
Even though God was going to let Jacob win this wrestling match, 
could that have happened if Jacob had not at least tried? What if 
Jacob had thought something like, “There’s no way I have any chance 
wrestling an angel. I’m not doing it!” If Jacob had not even tried, 
God would not have been able to give him the victory.
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We have answered the two questions, “Why would God wrestle 
with Jacob?” and “How could Jacob win a wrestling match with God?” 
Both answers revolved around God showing love to Jacob.

Now, one more question. What does all this tell us about God 
the Father? Pray and think about this for a minute, and after you’ve 
done that, review a few possibilities I have listed for you:

1. God knows that because we love Him, we are going to 
encounter a lot of resistance in this world, because the world 
hates Him, and so it will hate us too.38 That’s why we need 
persistence and resolve to hold onto God, not letting go of 
Him by faith and in prayer in order to hold on despite the 
resistance the world will bring us.

2. God may sometimes feel like an adversary to us. His objec-
tive is to make us better, not hurt us. I’ve heard it said that 
God is not interested in making us happy as much as He 
is in making us holy [like Him]. Much like when a sports 
team practices, they play against themselves. In football, 
that means a teammate tackling another teammate so that 
the whole team will become better. In the same way, God 
may tackle us or wrestle with us, with the goal of making us 
better. Read Hebrews 12:1–11 for more insight.

3. God values persistence. A parable Jesus told His disciples 
demonstrates this beautifully:

One day Jesus told his disciples a story to show that they should always 
pray and never give up. “There was a judge in a certain city,” he 
said, “who neither feared God nor cared about people. A widow 
of that city came to him repeatedly, saying, ‘Give me justice in this 
dispute with my enemy.’ The judge ignored her for a while, but 
finally he said to himself, ‘I don’t fear God or care about people, 
but this woman is driving me crazy. I’m going to see that she gets 
justice, because she is wearing me out with her constant requests!’” 
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Then the Lord said, “Learn a lesson from this unjust judge. Even 
he rendered a just decision in the end. So don’t you think God 
will surely give justice to his chosen people who cry out to him 
day and night? Will he keep putting them off ? I tell you, he will 
grant justice to them quickly! But when the Son of Man returns, 
how many will he find on the earth who have faith?” (Luke 18:1–8, 
NLT, italics added for emphasis).

Let’s resolve to do all we can to hold on to God. Nigel Briggs 
wrote a beautiful and memorable song with this theme called, “I 
Will Hold On”:39 We sing it at my church. The last phrase of the 
chorus ends with, “I will hold on, yes, I will trust in You.” Let’s hold 
on by trusting God.



ChaPter 15
Genesis 37–50: 

worKinG all thinGs toGether

The remainder of Genesis focuses primarily on the lives of Jacob 
and Joseph. At first glance, there doesn’t appear to be much to learn 
about God in these chapters. However, follow me for a few paragraphs 
as we set the stage to discover some marvelous truths about Him.

Chapter 37 begins by discussing Jacob’s family, especially his son 
Joseph. There is trouble on the horizon for this family and, as with 
most family dynamics, its origins go back to some previous circum-
stances that had negative impacts on some of the family that were 
never fully resolved. If you will recall from Genesis 29 and 30, Jacob 
had two wives. He was tricked into marrying his first wife Leah in 
place of the woman he greatly loved. His second wife Rachel was the 
one he intended to marry in the first place. These two wives were 
sisters too, so any sibling rivalries between them before they were 
married probably only became stronger after marriage.

God saw that Leah was not loved by Jacob, so He blessed her with 
children.1 She had several children while Rachel remained childless. 
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Rachel became jealous of Leah and gave Jacob her servant Billah as 
a wife to bear children since it seemed Rachel could not have any. 
What a strange thing to do. This is an example of how jealousy will 
make you do unusual things! Billah had two sons fathered by Jacob. 
Rachel took great delight in this, even saying, “I have had a great 
struggle with my sister, and I have won.”2

Predictably, the rivalry between Leah and Rachel grew. Leah, 
fearing she had stopped having children, struck back by giving her 
servant Zilpah as a wife to Jacob and Zilpah bore two more sons to 
Jacob. Then, Leah started having children again and had two more 
sons and a daughter. When it appeared that Jacob was done fathering 
children, “then God remembered Rachel; He listened to her and 
enabled her to conceive.”3 She finally had two children, Joseph and 
(after Jacob had returned to the land of Canaan), Benjamin. Rachel 
died while giving birth to Benjamin.

It was against this backdrop of sibling rivalry that Joseph and 
his brothers were born and grew up. Their mothers (at least two 
and probably four if you include the two servants who bore chil-
dren to Jacob) fought for Jacob’s love and attention. I am confident 
this rivalry was passed down to their children. I have no doubt this 
rivalry kept the family dynamics at a constant boil, fueling even more 
family strife than what is recorded in the Genesis text. So, it should 
not be surprising that when Jacob gives Joseph a “robe of many 
colors,”4 this act of love expressed to Joseph resulted in even more 
family rivalry and hatred. Joseph’s older brothers, all from different 
moms than Joseph, hated Joseph as a result “and could not speak 
peacefully to him.”5

I’ve wondered why Jacob would give such a gift to only Joseph. 
Wouldn’t he be aware of the conflicts already existing in his family 
and realize how this would make things even worse? Didn’t he care? 
We don’t know. It’s possible Jacob’s reasoning was well thought 
through and justified the trouble it caused. It could have been that 
Jacob, with good intentions tried to do something good to improve 
a situation that ended up causing more problems. At that time, 
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Rachel, Joseph’s mother, was dead. Perhaps Jacob gave the gift as 
an attempt to make up for the loss Joseph was feeling for his mom 
as Jacob realized Joseph now felt very alone amidst a hostile and 
dysfunctional family?

We won’t know the reasoning this side of heaven. But it is some-
times helpful to know that people whom God chose to bless and 
use in the Bible had some of the same junk in their family lives as 
we do in ours today. Your family situation and related dynamics are 
not too difficult for God! He is amazing at taking what we might 
consider broken and dysfunctional and turning them into beautiful 
things, if we are willing to trust Him enough to change our ways to 
His way and wait patiently on Him.

If you haven’t yet read the chapters in Genesis which I am 
reviewing, I strongly recommend it. My brief summarization that 
precedes and follows this paragraph will leave out many details that 
lend color to the string of events to come.

Continuing the story, Joseph’s brother’s hatred of him came to 
a head. They faked Joseph’s death and sold him into slavery, and 
Joseph was transported to Egypt. I’m sure he felt for the next several 
months that God had abandoned him. However, God gave him such 
success and favor with his Egyptian master that his master turned 
over control of everything he possessed to Joseph. Joseph probably 
felt God was with him again.

Unfortunately, Joseph’s master’s wife wanted him to sleep with 
her, and when Joseph refused so that he didn’t sin against God, 
she falsely accused him of attempting to rape her. Joseph was then 
thrown into prison. How scary and unpleasant that must have been 
for Joseph! He had been falsely accused and was being punished in 
prison in a strange land all by himself. Do you think he wondered, 
“God, where are you and why are you allowing all this to happen to 
me?” I would have.

But God never left him, even though it may have felt to Joseph 
like he had been abandoned by God. While in that Egyptian prison 
for at least two years and probably closer to five or even 10, the Bible 
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says God gave him favor with the prison warden, who put him in 
charge of the entire prison. Then, through a series of dramatic events 
that you must read for yourself to comprehend, Joseph was taken 
from the prison and became the leader of all Egypt, subject only to 
the king of Egypt. Wow! Talk about a major “upside down” as stated 
in Chapter 13, bouncing from the lowest of lows to the highest of 
highs, Joseph certainly experienced that. Twice!

His father, brothers and their families eventually went to Egypt 
to avoid death by famine and are reunited with Joseph. Joseph pro-
vided for them, and they lived in Egypt. Then their father Jacob died, 
and his brothers feared Joseph will finally take his revenge against 
them for selling him into slavery. Certain that revenge was coming, 
his brothers sent a message to Joseph asking him to forgive them, 
implying that their father Jacob had wanted that, and then they came 
to him and fell on their faces before him saying they are his slaves!

How Joseph responded to his brothers is amazing. Having rec-
ognized God’s role in how they mistreated him, Joseph said, “Do 
not fear, for am I in the place of God? As for you, you meant evil 
against me, but God meant it for good, to bring it about that many 
people should be kept alive, as they are today. So do not fear; I will 
provide for you and your little ones.”6

When Joseph said that God worked things out to keep many 
people alive, he wasn’t just referring to his family. Through Joseph’s 
actions in Egypt, food had been saved up in Egypt during the seven 
years of abundance to keep the people of Egypt and the surrounding 
lands from starving during the seven-year drought.

God had taken the hatred of Joseph’s brothers and used it to 
save not only those brothers, but also a good portion of the popu-
lation of the earth. Isn’t it amazing that God can take bad things 
such as the hatred of others and work them out to ultimately produce 
good things?

That might be great if you are one of those who were saved 
from famine. However, it was probably not that good if you were the 
one who had to be hated, treated terribly, beaten, abandoned, sold 

isn’t it amazing that God can 
take bad things such as the 
hatred of others and work 

them out to ultimately produce 
good things?
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into slavery, falsely accused, put into 
prison and left alone from family 
and friends for years! Couldn’t God 
just as easily have told the Egyptians 
to go find Joseph and pay him a lot 
of money to work in Egypt for a 
while? Maybe, but that would have required the people of Egypt to 
believe God and obey Him when He spoke to them to elevate someone 
of a race and occupation they despised to reign over them.7 Let’s be 
real. That’s wasn’t going to happen. So, God chose to work around 
the hatred, discrimination and pride of people who had a free will 
and wicked hearts in order to rescue people. That’s what God did 
by bringing Joseph to Egypt through much adversity.

Joseph was not the only one to suffer great hardship to be used 
by God to help other people. That’s also what God has done with 
many others in history and is also doing this with many people 
around the globe today. Maybe you are or soon will be one of them.

I believe God is desperately trying to get people to hear and 
believe His message. He doesn’t want to send them away to hell 
forever. Just like with Joseph, God is trying to save a lot of people 
from dying, both in this life and for eternity. He sometimes allows 
our lives to go in directions we don’t want so that others can be 
presented with that message. Even if people won’t believe Him, He 
must try. We are all His children, and He doesn’t want to see us die 
an eternal death that was intended for the devil and his angels, not 
us.8 Like Joseph, that can mean we might be wronged and suffer ill 
treatment, false accusations and imprisonment. Like Jesus and others 
who have followed Him, that can mean suffering even to the point 
of death on this earth to get God’s message to those who need it.

How about you? Are you suffering? There is a lot of suffering in 
this world. Most of it has been caused by humankind, not by God. A 
verse from the book of Proverbs says it well, “People ruin their lives 
by their own foolishness, and then are angry at the Lord.”9 You may 
be suffering as a result of your own or someone else’s foolishness, 



God the  Father  revealed130

and it has nothing to do with God using it to reach other people. If 
your suffering is self-inflicted, it might end if you turn to the Lord. 
See Appendix A for help on how to turn to the Lord. In this case, 
suffering is probably being used to turn you away from something 
and draw you to God. So, suffering can produce a good result.

In case you are indeed suffering for the kingdom of God, be 
encouraged. Suffering is producing a good result in this case too. 
Jesus Himself said, “God blesses you when people mock you and 
persecute you and lie about you and say all sorts of evil things against 
you because you are my followers. Be happy about it! Be very glad! 
For a great reward awaits you in heaven. And remember, the ancient 
prophets were persecuted in the same way.”10

So, whether suffering is caused by your own actions, by the 
family dynamics into which you were born, for the benefit of God’s 
kingdom or for some other reason that only God may know, God 
can work suffering and difficulties together for good.

•	 It was true in the life of Joseph.
•	 It was true for the Apostle Paul who wrote in his letter to 

the Romans, “And we know that for those who love God 
all things work together for good, for those who are called 
according to his purpose.”11 Paul was eventually killed for 
his faith.

•	 It is true for Christians all over the world who are suffering 
persecution and even being killed for their faith in Christ 
today.

•	 And it is true for you! God is working your difficulties for 
good too.



ChaPter 16
JUdah: 

FroM wiCKedness to 
the heart oF JesUs

Before we finish with the book of Genesis, I must point out one 
more thing inside the book of Genesis that you’ve got to see. It’s 
beautiful! I had never been aware of this particular transformation 
until I saw it while writing this book.

Judah was one of the 12 sons of Jacob. Early in his life, he may 
have been a fairly wicked man. When his brothers wanted to kill 
their half-brother Joseph, it was Judah’s idea to instead sell him as a 
slave. Genesis 38 reads that after Joseph was sold into slavery, Judah 
left his brothers for a while and lived with the ungodly inhabitants 
of the land, marrying a Canaanite woman. He had three sons with 
her. Two of these sons would later be killed by the Lord for their 
wickedness. While it is possible Judah could have been a good man 
who, despite his best efforts, raised wicked sons, it is more likely 
that he also had wicked tendencies which, when mixed with the 
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pagan beliefs from his wife’s family, multiplied in the lives of his 
sons. There is an old proverb, “The apple doesn’t fall too far from the 
tree,” meaning a child is a lot like their parent. That was probably 
the case with Judah and his sons.

Genesis 42 tells us that when Jacob sent his sons to Egypt to buy 
grain, Judah was one of them. Over time, Judah must have returned 
to his father’s family or at least lived close by. Perhaps the widespread 
famine had forced Judah to return to be with or near Jacob, like in 
Jesus’s parable of the prodigal son.1 This is only speculation on my 
part. Regardless of how it happened, Judah was now back in the 
presence of his father, Jacob. He couldn’t help but witness the grief 
that his father felt as his father believed Joseph was killed by a wild 
animal, a lie Judah and his brothers had told their father after they 
sold Judah into slavery.

Perhaps seeing the initial grief of his father over the loss of 
Joseph is what pushed Judah to leave his father and brothers to go 
live with the pagan inhabitants of the land originally. Living with 
strangers may have been easier than living with a grieving father and 
a guilty conscience, knowing he was the cause of his father’s grief. 
He may have tried to get away from this, but circumstances pushed 
him back into his father’s presence to hear his father’s grief again.

Upon this backdrop, let’s now look at what happens as Judah and 
his brothers went to Egypt to buy grain. Benjamin didn’t make the 
trip to Egypt with the others because Jacob can’t bear the thought of 
potentially losing his only other son from his beloved wife Rachel, 
who was dead. When they arrived, they were brought to the gover-
nor of the land, who is their brother Joseph! However, they didn’t 
recognize him, as it had been at least 20 years since they sold him 
into slavery. Joseph recognized them but did not let anyone know. 
The Bible doesn’t tell us why Joseph requested that Benjamin, the 
only other one of his brothers to be born to his mom, be brought 
to Egypt. I can only speculate that Joseph wanted to see that his 
half-brothers hadn’t also harmed Benjamin before Joseph revealed 
who he was to his brothers. Regardless, when the brothers returned 
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to their father Jacob and told him about this request for Benjamin to 
be brought to Egypt, Jacob recalled the memories of losing Joseph. 
At first, Jacob refused to let Benjamin go to Egypt.

Being forced between taking Benjamin to Egypt or starvation,2 
Judah and his brothers pursued Jacob about releasing Benjamin into 
their care for a return trip to Egypt. Jacob had told them earlier, “If 
harm comes to him on the journey you are taking, you will bring 
my gray head down to the grave in sorrow.”3 Finally, Jacob allowed 
Benjamin to go, but only after Judah told him, “I myself will guar-
antee his safety; you can hold me personally responsible for him. If 
I do not bring him back to you and set him here before you, I will 
bear the blame before you all my life.”4

Judah and his brothers returned to Egypt, this time with Benja-
min. Things go well at first, but then the Egyptian governor ( Joseph) 
insisted Benjamin remain in Egypt in prison while all the others 
returned with the food needed for the survival of their families.

It was at this point in the story that Judah demonstrated the 
transformation that had taken place in his heart, from wickedness 
to what I believe is the heart of Jesus. He pleaded for Benjamin to 
be released to return to his father and for himself to take Benjamin’s 
place to remain Joseph’s slave. He ended his appeal by saying, “Now 
then, please let your servant remain here as my lord’s slave in place 
of the boy, and let the boy return with his brothers. How can I go 
back to my father if the boy is not with me? No! Do not let me see 
the misery that would come on my father.”5

In Judah’s transformation, he went from someone who had 
hated his brother and sold him into slavery to someone who would 
voluntarily become a slave to return his brother back to his father. 
What a change! This caused Joseph to experience such emotion 
that he wept; and, then he finally revealed himself to his brothers.6

What do you think caused such a huge transformation in Judah? 
Remember that Judah had years earlier suffered the loss of two of 
his sons. To me, his grief from that loss helped him understand the 
severe grief of his father from the loss of Joseph.
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You may also wonder why I now see the heart of Jesus in Judah. I 
see it when he begged to take the place of his brother in slavery so that 
his brother could return to his father. That is essentially what Jesus 
did for us on the cross. We should have been on that cross suffering 
for our sins, not Jesus. We should have experienced separation from 
our Heavenly Father for our sins. However, Jesus took our place and 
suffered what we should have suffered so that we could be returned 
to our Heavenly Father. On the night before Jesus was crucified for 
us, Jesus prayed and asked if there was any way He could avoid dying 
for us. He knew what suffering was in store for Him. He knew that 
His eternal relationship with His Father God would be interrupted, 
as the sins of all the world would be placed on Him to bear. But, with 
a greater passion than the pain and anguish He would experience in 
the next 24 hours, He so wanted to obey His father. He, like Judah, 
could say, “How can I go back to my father if the boy [us] is not 
with me [not able to go to God]?” So, Jesus willingly took our place 
of punishment so that we could return to God.

In this short story from Genesis 44:33–34, Jacob played a role 
like God the Father, Judah played a role like Jesus, and Benjamin 
played a role like us. Since the book you’re reading is about God the 
Father, I want you to look at the emotion Jacob had for Benjamin, 
his son. This is how our Heavenly Father feels about you. You may 
think God is looking at you now with eyes of scorn, or even hatred, 
but you are wrong! Jesus said that He was the only one who truly 
knows His Father,7 and He revealed the Father’s heart toward us 
by telling the story of the prodigal son.8 In this story, the father, 
who upon seeing his wayward child, was filled with compassion and, 
didn’t walk but ran to his child, threw his arms around his child and 
kissed him. That is how God feels, no, yearns to be with you, if you 
will only return to Him and let Him.

Will you?



Part two
Personal stories





ChaPter 17
a loPsided GaMe

Years ago, my wife and I were hosting a lot of people in our 
house for one of the holidays. My kids were in their pre-teen years 
and as kids, would rather play outside than stay in the house all day 
visiting with adults. Fortunately, it was a nice day outside, so some 
of the kids had gone outside to play and enjoy the nice weather. 
After a while, I decided to go outside and check on them to see that 
everything was OK.

I saw that my son and two other boys who lived near us were 
playing basketball in our driveway. I greeted the other boys and asked 
them how they were doing. After a few more questions, I realized 
I was interrupting their game of basketball. But since I had played 
basketball with them in the past, they invited me to join their game 
in progress. Since it was two against one at that moment, by me 
joining the game, it would be two against two, which was fairer. 
I was then surprised to find out that the two neighbor boys, who 
were taller and older than my son, had been on one team, and my 
son was the other team!



God the  Father  revealed138

That didn’t quite seem right to me. That’s not usually how you 
would divide three people up on two teams if you had three people 
playing. You’d probably pick the tallest to be on one team and the 
other two on the other team, or maybe the tallest and shortest as 
one team against the third person, but probably not the two tallest 
on one team and the shortest on the other team by himself. It wasn’t 
surprising that the score was 8–0 (my son had 0) and they were playing 
to 10. One more basket and my son would lose, and the other team 
would win. Rather than start over with a new game, they wanted 
to finish this game and for me to join my son and be on his team.

“OK, I’ll play,” I said. These guys were 10 to 12 years old. But 
me, I’m in my 40s, six foot two inches tall and played a couple years 
of high school basketball. We played. With a little hard play on my 
part, we made the score 8–2, then 8–4, then 8–6, and finally tied 
the game at 8–8. They had the ball, but with some good defense 
and good fortune, they were not making their baskets, so I got the 
ball back from them. The score was tied 8–8, and we had the ball.

I had made all four baskets, so they were both on me like fleas 
on a dog trying to keep me from making the winning basket. I knew 
I could make the next basket and win the game for my son and me, 
but I saw my son open in the corner. It was a long shot from where 
he was at, but he was wide open and wanted me to pass the ball to 
him. If he missed, they could win, but if he could make this long 
shot, we would win. So, I passed the ball to him. He shot! Nothing 
but net! What a shot! We won! I was elated and high-fived my son!

The boys wanted to play another game, but I told them I had 
to get back inside with the other folks. I walked back into the house 
with a great joy inside of me that my son, with my help, won a game 
that normally he would have lost. I didn’t hear an audible voice, but 
my mind was instantly filled with what I believe to be the Lord’s 
words: “That joy you’re feeling after helping your son win his game 
… that’s what I feel like when I help you win.”

When I played basketball in high school, my team wasn’t great, 
but we won a few games. However, I never felt the joy of winning 

how i felt is how God feels 
when he does something  

with us.
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That didn’t quite seem right to me. That’s not usually how you 
would divide three people up on two teams if you had three people 
playing. You’d probably pick the tallest to be on one team and the 
other two on the other team, or maybe the tallest and shortest as 
one team against the third person, but probably not the two tallest 
on one team and the shortest on the other team by himself. It wasn’t 
surprising that the score was 8–0 (my son had 0) and they were playing 
to 10. One more basket and my son would lose, and the other team 
would win. Rather than start over with a new game, they wanted 
to finish this game and for me to join my son and be on his team.

“OK, I’ll play,” I said. These guys were 10 to 12 years old. But 
me, I’m in my 40s, six foot two inches tall and played a couple years 
of high school basketball. We played. With a little hard play on my 
part, we made the score 8–2, then 8–4, then 8–6, and finally tied 
the game at 8–8. They had the ball, but with some good defense 
and good fortune, they were not making their baskets, so I got the 
ball back from them. The score was tied 8–8, and we had the ball.

I had made all four baskets, so they were both on me like fleas 
on a dog trying to keep me from making the winning basket. I knew 
I could make the next basket and win the game for my son and me, 
but I saw my son open in the corner. It was a long shot from where 
he was at, but he was wide open and wanted me to pass the ball to 
him. If he missed, they could win, but if he could make this long 
shot, we would win. So, I passed the ball to him. He shot! Nothing 
but net! What a shot! We won! I was elated and high-fived my son!

The boys wanted to play another game, but I told them I had 
to get back inside with the other folks. I walked back into the house 
with a great joy inside of me that my son, with my help, won a game 
that normally he would have lost. I didn’t hear an audible voice, but 
my mind was instantly filled with what I believe to be the Lord’s 
words: “That joy you’re feeling after helping your son win his game 
… that’s what I feel like when I help you win.”

When I played basketball in high school, my team wasn’t great, 
but we won a few games. However, I never felt the joy of winning 

how i felt is how God feels 
when he does something  

with us.

then like I did when my son made 
the winning basket that afternoon. 
It was hitting me now: How I felt 
is how God feels when He does 
something with us.

I could have played both neighbor boys and won all by myself 
without my son, but that wouldn’t have been any fun. It wouldn’t 
have been a fair game, as I was so much older and bigger than they 
were. Where is the joy in that?

In the same way, I feel God could whip Satan and all of His 
enemies with His proverbial “arms tied behind His back.” He doesn’t 
need any help from us. If we had any spiritual power of our own to 
do anything to help God, He wouldn’t need it. He chooses to involve 
us, those of us who are His children through accepting and following 
Jesus, so that we can do something with Him. Doing something with 
God is how we learn to know Him. And what joy it must bring Him 
to see us, armed with only our faith in His promises, defeat His foe. 
His weak, flesh and blood children can whip up on His powerful 
spiritual enemy by relying on His promises.

Yes, God wants to help us win against the enemy. Don’t get 
tricked into thinking that this means God will always help you win 
in competitions with other people in sports, business or other facets 
of this earthly life. If I had two sons playing basketball against each 
other on the driveway that day, my actions and my feelings afterward 
would have been a lot different. But believe me, God wants you to 
win in any and every spiritual battle you face with His enemy.

People sometimes ask, “After Jesus’s resurrection, why didn’t 
Jesus show Himself to the whole world?” They are essentially asking, 
“Why didn’t God take the shot to make the winning basket?” That 
is a very logical question to ask. However, they don’t understand that 
God knows He can win things easily by Himself, but He wants to 
experience the joy of being in the battle with His children and seeing 
them making the shot and winning the contest. They may not make 
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the shot the first time, but I believe He is there to get the rebound 
and then pass the ball back to them to try again.

People also sometimes ask, “If God is so powerful and loving, 
why doesn’t He come down here and fix everything that’s wrong?” 
Again, they are essentially asking, “Why doesn’t God take the ball, 
make the shot and win the game for us?” They don’t realize that God 
wants us to take the winning shot.

I never would have thought this way if God had not opened my 
eyes to this idea the day after the game on the driveway with my 
son. Likewise, I now picture God being so proud of His children, 
when they remain faithful while they are being “re-educated” by 
Communists in a cold and muddy prison somewhere in Asia or 
being interrogated and beaten in a small and hot jail in the Middle 
East, keeping their belief in Jesus under such cruel conditions. In 
some cases, even winning others to Christ by their willingness to 
suffer under such harsh conditions and not denying the Lord. With 
no weapons, money or other instruments of this world, they remain 
faithful to Christ even unto death. Under such awful circumstances, 
they are winning the contest, defeating the enemies of our God, and 
their Heavenly Father is so proud of them.

God wants to be with you and help you do things with Him. He 
wants you to know Him by working together in the great contest 
of life on this earth. Do you realize that? Are you making yourself 
available to be with Him? Pray and ask the Lord what you should 
do to be more available to Him. What does He want you to do or 
where does He want you to go so that He can pass you the ball so 
you can make the winning shot? He and all of Heaven are waiting 
to celebrate your winning life lived with Him.

If he’s already passed you the ball, what are you going to do with 
it? Hold it out of fear? Just keep dribbling it because of uncertainty 
or unbelief ? Or shoot it?

Thank you, God, for loving us so much and allowing us the 
opportunity to know you by experiencing life with you. Thank you 
for throwing us the ball!



ChaPter 18
MUCh More than PUPPY love

When our kids reached a certain age, they began to ask us to 
get a puppy. They had friends who had dogs and so our kids wanted 
one of their own. After a month or more of give-and-take on who 
would do what as far as daily chores to take care of the dog, I started 
the search to find just the right dog. I did research to find the right 
breed for kids and discussed it with the family to came up with the 
type of dog to get. I then found a breeder with a puppy who met the 
description and loaded up the kids in the car to pick up the puppy.

The puppy was about twelve weeks old when we brought it home. 
Everything was going great on that first day until it was time for the 
kids to go to bed. The puppy didn’t understand why all the atten-
tion it had been receiving was now gone. Then all the whimpering 
(puppy crying) started, and it was keeping the kids awake. So, I got 
involved to give the puppy some attention to keep the puppy from 
breaking down the family schedule and so the kids could get some 
sleep since tomorrow was a school day.

This was my first dog as an adult. I thought this was going to be 
easy. I quickly realized that I must not have understood all that my 
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parents had done to have a dog for me as a kid. Whereas my dogs 
growing up were mostly dogs that stayed outside, this new puppy 
was going to be able to be in the house, so it could play with the 
kids all the time. Having the dog inside added a further degree of 
difficulty that I had not fully envisioned.

As an amateur at raising a dog, I made some bad mistakes. I 
made them for the right reasons, but they were still mistakes. That 
first night, in order to keep the dog quiet and to be aware of when 
it needed to go outside, I had the dog sleep beside my bed on the 
floor. I laid on my stomach and let my right arm hang over the edge 
of the bed so that I could pet it if it felt alone and scared. I was 
somehow able to get some sleep for just a few short minutes here 
and there, but at least I kept it quiet so not to wake the rest of the 
family. I also succeeded in it not having any accidents in the house 
through the night.

The routine continued for a few nights and things gradually got 
better. Unfortunately, I didn’t realize that all I had been doing to 
keep this dog happy was spoiling it while at the same time allowing 
it to capture my heart. While it would sleep in the kids’ room some 
as we had hoped, its favorite place to sleep was right by me on the 
floor when I was in bed. This dog had morphed from a dog that was 
intended for the kids into a dog that was mainly mine that I shared 
with the rest of the family.

We did have some great times with it. We developed some 
games in the house that we played with it that were fun for both us 
and the dog. There was one in particular that we called “hall ball.” 
We would laugh so hard and all of us, including the dog, seemed 
to enjoy it. It made for some great video camera footage during our 
kids’ childhood years.

Eventually, the dog’s allegiance and affection for me was starting 
to become a problem. As we analyzed things, we were seeing that 
it recognized me as the alpha male of our “pack,” and it was vying 
for my attention. It had become jealous of my wife. We didn’t know 
what to do about it and hoped it would resolve itself on its own, but 
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it didn’t. Then there were a couple instances where it got jealous of 
my wife and growled at her while she was working in the kitchen 
sweeping the floor. Then things steadily progressed and got worse 
when it nipped at her in the kitchen.

This was now a problem, and I didn’t know what to do. This was 
a beloved member of our family now. We had spent several years 
together at this point. Not only was this dog a big part of my kids’ 
life, it had become a part of my life too.

Then what we feared would happen occurred. My wife, while 
leaving for work very early one morning before I or the kids were 
awake, walked over to my side of the bed to give me a kiss goodbye 
and to let me know she was leaving to go to work as she had done 
many times over the years. However, this time the dog was lying in 
the dark beside my bed, and my wife didn’t see him there. When she 
leaned over to kiss me, the dog lunged at her and clamped down on 
her hand with his teeth and then held on for what seemed like an 
eternity, although it was probably only one to two seconds. I woke 
up right before this happened, expecting a favorite kiss from my 
beloved and saw the whole thing happen. What a nightmare.

My wife was screaming in pain. Fortunately, her car keys were 
in the hand that was bit. The car keys kept the dog’s bottom teeth 
from coming up into her hand. Otherwise, rather than just having 
puncture wounds on top of the hand to deal with, there could have 
been major damage to her tendons, ligaments and bones.

We were all in a state of shock for a few days. All of us except 
for our dog. He behaved with me as though nothing had ever hap-
pened. But we couldn’t undo what had been done. The thought of 
this happening again was hard to think about. What if one of my 
kids ran to our bed in the middle of the night and this happened 
again? It was obvious we could not keep him. It also became appar-
ent after talking with others that we could not give him to another 
home knowing that he had bitten someone so badly. So, I made the 
decision to have him put down.
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This was hard to do. I’d never had to do this before. It wasn’t 
like I was putting down some unknown animal. I was putting down 
someone I had consoled at night by sleeping with my hand lying 
over him. We had spent many hours on walks with him. We had 
laughed for hours playing with him. He would run to me when he 
was scared by something, and he kept me company when I was home 
alone. This was a friend that I was taking to the vet to have put down.

The vet assured me that I was doing the right thing. He offered 
to handle everything while I went back home, or I could stay. I chose 
to stay and held him as he went to sleep for good.

I don’t remember if it was on the way home or after I got home, 
and I don’t remember if I felt the Lord was talking to me or if the 
thought just popped into my own head, and I’m not sure that it 
matters. What did hit me was the sense of loss I had in having to 
put down a friend of my family, and my own friend, and wondering 
whether the Lord will feel this way when He has to send away from 
His presence forever someone that He loves so much.

I’d grown to love a dog just by taking care of it and spending 
time with it. That is nothing compared to all God has done for each 
of us in giving us life itself, seeing every move we make, hearing 
every thought, and enjoying the person He created “live and move 
and have our being.”1 And to top even that, He gave His son Jesus 
to die on a cross. All we have to do is believe Him enough to obey 
Him, and then none of us would have to be separated from Him 
forever. Yet, people won’t take advantage of that, and God the Father 
will have His hand forced to send every one of them to an eternal 
death of separation from Him in the lake of fire. This lake of fire 
was created for Satan and his angels, not for the men and women 
God created to be with Him forever in heaven. But God will have 
to go through the heartache of sending His precious ones to this 
lake of fire in order to satisfy justice. We’ve seen God kill people in 
the Bible. However, that was only a death in their body and many of 
those that were killed may be with us for eternity in heaven. We’ve 
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never seen God say an eternal goodbye to people as will be done at 
that great and final judgment day of the Lord.

The pain I believe God will feel in carrying out this final judg-
ment on nonbelieving men and women reminds me of another story 
I heard a friend of mine once tell. He shared about one of his friends 
who had a dad who died. This dad went to his grave not ever turning 
to the Lord to accept His offer of forgiveness and embracing a life 
following Jesus. That dad’s son, the friend of my friend, was so grieved 
that he would never see his dad in heaven that he cried and wept 
before the Lord about it. However, as he did this, it began to hit 
him how God loved his dad much 
more than he ever did. Once that 
began to sink in, the roles changed 
in this time of prayer. Instead of God 
consoling this man who had lost his 
dad forever, this man started trying to console the Lord for His loss 
of His child. Think of that! As much as we love other people, God 
loves them so much more. Doesn’t it make sense then that He will 
feel much more anguish than us at losing them forever?

John 10:10 reads, “The thief comes only to steal and kill and 
destroy. I came that they may have life and have it abundantly.” Every 
time I used to read that verse, I used to think about the thief (Satan) 
stealing from me or from other people. I had not ever thought about 
the thief stealing from the Lord until recently. And in one sense, the 
thief never steals directly from the Lord because he can’t deceive 
or outwit the Lord. That is impossible. But in another sense, he 
does steal from the Lord indirectly in that he can steal things from 
God’s children if we let him. In other words, Satan can suggest lies 
to us, which if we believe, can steal knowledge from us, knowledge 
of God’s goodness. Without that knowledge, we may run from God 
instead of running to Him. In so doing, Satan can be said to have 
stolen us from God.

In 2 Peter 3:9 (NIV), it reads, “The Lord is not slow in keeping 
his promise, as some understand slowness. Instead He is patient 

as much as we love other 
people, God loves them so 

much more.
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with you, not wanting anyone to perish, but everyone to come to 
repentance.” That verse means that if God got His way, no one 
would perish in hell, but everyone would believe and follow Jesus. 
However, God has given us a free will, which means we can choose 
whether we will obey God or not. The word “free” is not used in a 
financial sense as to mean it costs nothing, but rather in a sense of 
compulsion, in that we are free to do what we choose. Otherwise, if 
we had no free will, we would be His robots, not His children. The 
upside to giving us a free will is that we can choose to love God, not 
out of compulsion, but out of genuine love.

The downside to God giving us a free will is that we can choose 
not to obey Him. God wants us to choose to love Him, but the 
decision has been put into our hands. If we let ourselves be deceived 
and choose not to believe God and love and follow Him, then not 
only are we going to be stolen from, killed and destroyed (as stated 
in John 10:10), but God is going to suffer loss too in that it was His 
will that we believe and follow Jesus and live rather than be stolen 
from, killed and destroyed.

Revelation 21:4 is a famous verse from the Bible that reads, 
“He will wipe away every tear from their eyes, and death shall be 
no more, neither shall there be mourning, nor crying, nor pain any-
more, for the former things have passed away.” This is a verse that 
is typically shared with us when we are mourning to encourage us 
that things will get better. That is proper. However, one time I read 
Revelation Chapters 20 and 21 together, and I came away with a 
different thought as to why God will someday be wiping away every 
tear from our eyes.

The Bible was not originally written with chapters and verse num-
bers. These were added later by people at least several hundred years 
after the original text was written for their convenience in referencing 
a specific passage. With that in mind, if you read Revelations 20:11 
to 21:8 at one time without any pause, you may come up with the 
thought that I did in that the tears that were in our eyes were from 
what we witnessed at the great white throne judgment. Maybe those 
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tears were for people we saw whose names were not written in the book 
of life and were cast into the lake of fire (Revelations 20:15). However, 
maybe those tears were for God our Father who “SO loved”2 people 
that He sent Jesus to die for them, yet because of their unbelief, He 
had to execute judgment on them by sending them to the lake of fire? 
In other words, we witnessed the God we love doing something He 
did not want to do to someone He loved SO much. We saw God’s pain 
as He had to send those He loved so much away from Him forever. 
It’s possible that’s what produced the tears in our eyes that God wipes 
away. We saw God’s pain and felt for Him.

Is it possible that in our self-centered way of thinking we interpret 
the Bible as being about us? Thinking only about how everything 
will impact us? And we don’t understand that through the Bible 
God is trying to share about Himself ? Is it possible that God may 
mourn the death of people much more than we do because of the 
loss He will feel not having them with Him throughout eternity? Is 
it possible that while He will wipe away all tears from our eyes and 
make all things new for us, He will have a spot in His heart that 
misses those that He has had to send to the lake of fire for eternity? 
These are questions that will probably not be answered until we see 
the Lord in heaven, but I believe the answer will be a painful “yes.”

While it ’s a hard memory, I thank the Lord for giving me a 
glimpse into His heart through the pain I experienced in having to 
put down a dog that I had loved since it was a puppy. Now that I’ve 
had this glimpse into God’s heart, I want people to accept Christ, 
both for their sake as well as for His sake, so that He doesn’t have 
to feel the pain of sending them away from Himself forever.





ChaPter 19
a CriCKet in YoUr hair?

When my kids were much younger in age, I used to kiss each 
one of them goodnight once they were in bed. Even if it was brief, 
it was a good time just to connect with them to let them know I 
loved them. Most of the times telling them goodnight are blended 
together in my memory. However, there is one night that is still very 
memorable to me and probably etched in my mind forever.

My two daughters shared a room together in their early years. 
As I was kissing one of them, that daughter suddenly screamed in 
terror. Panic was in her heart (and in mine) until I learned what 
was causing her panic. My daughter screamed because a cricket had 
somehow found a way into the house and had jumped on her pillow 
right next to her head. It was fall, and insects were trying to come 
in the house to avoid the cold outside.

I quickly caught the cricket, disposed of it and got things back 
to normal after about five or 10 minutes. During that time, though, 
there was a lot of stress and anxiety in our house due to a single 
harmless cricket being inside instead of outside the house. And not 
just inside the house, but on her pillow and in her hair. As I left their 
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bedroom, I didn’t hear an audible voice, but felt the Lord say to me 
something like, “That [how your daughter reacted to the cricket] is 
how I want you to react to temptation.”

Ponder that one with me for a moment. Now my daughter’s 
reaction was not abnormal for any red-blooded American female. 
I’ve seen grown women who have handled childbirth and other very 
serious matters react in a similar way to a cricket as my daughter 
did. I think most men would have also had the same reaction as 
well until they figured out what was on the pillow beside them and 
they had it out of their hair. Because you weren’t there to see my 
daughter’s reaction to the cricket beside her head, picture yourself 
or someone else you know having this happen to them. This is the 
mental picture I want you to have as I repeat what I felt the Lord 
told me: “That is how I want you to react to temptation.”

Does that seem a little extreme to you? It did to me too, at first. 
But after pondering my battle with various temptations since then, 
if we want to overcome times of temptation, we need to have this 
very attitude toward temptation when we are tempted.

I am a constant dieter. This means that at times I am successful 
in watching what I eat and at other times, I don’t do very well. You 
may not be able to tell that about me if we should ever have the 
opportunity to share a meal together, but inside my head, I am always 
battling with myself whether it’s OK to eat something or not. I have 
had times of being overweight since my childhood. To have times 
of success, I must become pretty good at watching what I eat and 
denying treats and other things offered to me.

At these successful times, I’ve noticed I am even somewhat 
militant about it, even possibly hurting the feelings of people who 
have kindly offered me food by turning them down, not gently, but 
firmly. I can’t please them and lose weight. I have to choose one or 
the other. If I don’t look at that food as I would a cricket on my 
pillow, I will end up eating the food.

We have biblical examples to support this attitude toward sin.



a  Cr iCKet  in  YoUr  ha ir? 151

1. In Genesis 39, the Bible tells us about Joseph who had been 
sold into slavery to an Egyptian official named Potiphar. 
Joseph was physically attractive, and Potiphar’s wife had 
taken notice of Joseph. She wanted to sleep with Joseph, 
and Joseph was doing everything he could to keep from 
giving in to her. She spoke to Joseph day after day, trying 
to seduce him. He correctly viewed giving in to her as not 
only violating his master’s trust, but also sinning against 
God. One day when no one else was around, she cornered 
him and tried to get Joseph to go along with her advances. 
What did Joseph do? He ran from her! Just like he would 
have if a cricket had landed on his pillow.

2. In 2 Samuel 11, David was on his roof and noticed a woman 
taking a bath. Instead of acting like a cricket had just jumped 
on his pillow, he stayed there and watched, which eventually 
led him into adultery and a murderous cover-up of his sin.

3. In Genesis 19, after being instructed by the angels who 
rescued them to flee and not look back, Lot’s wife turns to 
look back anyway and turns into a pillar of salt. If only she 
had thought a cricket would get in her hair if she disobeyed 
the angel and looked back.

In Matthew 5:29–30, Jesus tells His disciples (including us) the 
following:

“If your right eye causes you to sin, tear it out and throw it away. 
For it is better that you lose one of your members than that your 
whole body be thrown into hell. And if your right hand causes 
you to sin, cut it off and throw it away. For it is better that you 
lose one of your members than that your whole body go into hell.”

I do not believe Jesus was literally telling us to extract parts of our 
physical bodies. If He was literally directing us to do this, then there 
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would likely have been mention of the disciples doing it recorded 
in at least one of the four gospels (Matthew, Mark, Luke and John) 
or of the early church doing this in the book of Acts. There is not 
any record of that. However, I do believe He was telling us to take 
drastic steps to keep ourselves from yielding to temptation, with the 
earnestness with which we would act if we have a cricket in our hair.

Paul also touched on this when he had heard how the Corin-
thians responded to his challenge to deal with adultery taking place 
in their congregation:

I am no longer sorry that I sent that letter to you, though I was very 
sorry for a time, realizing how painful it would be to you. But it 
hurt you only for a little while. Now I am glad I sent it, not because 
it hurt you but because the pain turned you to God. It was a good 
kind of sorrow you felt, the kind of sorrow God wants his people 
to have, so that I need not come to you with harshness. For God 
sometimes uses sorrow in our lives to help us turn away from sin 
and seek eternal life. We should never regret his sending it. But 
the sorrow of the man who is not a Christian is not the sorrow of 
true repentance and does not prevent eternal death. Just see how 
much good this grief from the Lord did for you! You no longer 
shrugged your shoulders but became earnest and sincere and very 
anxious to get rid of the sin that I wrote you about. You became 
frightened about what had happened and longed for me to come 
and help. You went right to work on the problem and cleared it 
up, punishing the man who sinned. You have done everything you 
could to make it right.1

Paul, in a sense, was complimenting them for acting with the 
intensity, alarm, and fright as if they had found themselves with a 
cricket in their hair.

I have encountered many a cricket on my pillow (temptation). 
Sometimes I’ve let them stay on my pillow for a while, and then lived 
to regret it when they jumped in my hair. There was one particular 
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cricket disguised as a unique military computer game which came 
out years ago that I loved to play. It involved a lot of challenge and 
strategy, which I enjoy. It soon became a real-life addiction for me as 
I would find myself still up at 3 a.m. on a workday night still playing 
it. It was taking precious hours from my life and family.

After several consecutive nights of this and seeing all the things 
not getting done around the house and me not spending time with 
my family as I should, I realized I was letting this simple video game 
overcome me. I cried out to the Lord for forgiveness and help to 
repent of this. I realized that I had to take drastic measures to end 
this addiction. Therefore, I gave the disk to my wife, explained to 
her what had happened and asked her to hide that disk from me. I 
couldn’t just destroy the disk because it belonged to my kids. Thank 
God, I have not played that game since and not lost countless hours 
of my life that should be spent with my Lord, family and friends.

The thought of a video game addiction may seem silly to you, 
but that may be because you don’t view video games as a cricket on 
your pillow. That’s OK. But what other things in your life might be a 
scary cricket that you need to frantically deal with? How about porn 
on your computer? How about flirting with adulterous relationships? 
How about all the time you spend on your computer or phone rather 
than with your family or seeking God? How about greed and valuing 
money more than you should? Paul urged us, “Don’t be greedy, for a 
greedy person is an idolater, worshiping the things of this world.”2

Whatever your crickets may be, cry out to God for His help in 
getting them off your pillow. If you don’t, they can get tangled in 
your hair, work their way into your ear, and then your nose, or worse! 
Don’t begin to think crickets are cute and would make good pets on 
your pillow and will keep their distance from you. I am being extreme 
in using this analogy, but as it concerns sin, I am being very serious.

In James 4:7, we are told, “Submit yourselves therefore to God. 
Resist the devil [Satan], and he will flee from you.” Don’t resist just 
a little but resist like there is a cricket trying to invade your right 
ear! Run like Joseph! Scream like my daughter! Fight like a soldier! 
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“After all, you have never yet [resisted] struggled against sin and 
temptation until you sweat great drops of blood.”3 This is speaking 
of Jesus, when He saw He was moments away from having His 
beard plucked out, spit upon, struck with fists, having His skin and 
muscles ripped apart through scourging, and then nailed to a cross.

He sweated great drops of blood due to the temptation He 
resisted at that time. You see, He could have snapped His fingers 
and not been crucified. He could have called more than 72,000 
angels4 to come rescue Him so that He wouldn’t suffer like He did. 
However, that wouldn’t fulfill God the Father’s plan to rescue you 
and me by Jesus dying in our place. Realize that you will not be the 
first person to resist temptation with all your might. Jesus had to 
do it also and understands the intense struggle you may have inside 
of you in resisting sin.

Ask other Christians to help you with this if needed. It may be 
humbling to get help, but it may be what it takes for you to get the 
victory in your battle. I speak from experience. We are told “Confess 
your sins to each other and pray for each other so that you may be 
healed. The earnest prayer of a righteous person has great power 
and produces wonderful results.”5

I am grateful to the Lord for helping me see how I may have been 
flirting with various temptations all my life rather than resisting them. 
In resisting temptations, I’ve experienced His help in my life. I now 
know Him better as a result. This is one way we can “know” God.
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God’s reFriGerator art

The phrase “refrigerator art” was foreign to me until I became 
a parent. We had some of our kids’ artwork on our refrigerator and 
someone visiting us referred to it as “refrigerator art.” I had to ask 
them what that term meant. It is artwork a child has drawn or colored 
that a parent puts on their refrigerator. The artwork is not usually any 
good, sometimes even just scribbles, but because their child is the one 
who prepared it, it is proudly displayed on the family’s refrigerator.

The central part of Kansas has beautiful sunrises and sunsets. 
This is because of how flat the terrain is with no nearby mountains, 
which allows you to see the sun get much lower on the horizon com-
pared to if you live where there are mountains or buildings blocking 
the horizon. The colors of the sun’s rays, especially with some high 
clouds in the sky, can be so rich.

To some of us that live in Kansas, we view the entire sky at dawn 
or dusk as God’s canvas on which He paints a unique painting for 
all to enjoy. Human artists can’t draw anything as large that seems 
to surround you when you look at it as God can. If you want to keep 
the painting, you must take a picture of it because, like clockwork, 
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God regularly clears the canvas, starts over and paints it all over 
again the next day.

I didn’t always appreciate the sunrise and sunsets in Kansas. 
I grew up here and they have always been that way. Plus, I’m not 
an artist and hadn’t ever been taught to appreciate colors so much 
until recently. Someone I know well is very artistic. She explained 
the unique beauty of a Kansas sunrise and sunset. Since then I have 
paid attention to them and my friend was right. They are beautiful!

One day I was driving home from work and noticed a sunset 
that was exceptionally beautiful. I started praising God for it, but 
then noticed three jet contrails in the sky. It was like these jet con-
trails were deliberately going through God’s artwork and ruined in 
my mind the perfectness of what God had made. I started talking 
to the Lord about this explaining why He should be upset with us 
humans for messing up His beautiful creation. I remember sensing 
Him quickly tell me in response, “That’s my refrigerator art! It’s OK.”

He then hit me with the realization of how much He loves 
us. Like any parent loves the art of their children, not because it is 
beautiful, but because of who drew it. In the same way, God values 
us more than the beautiful art He draws. He would rather have us 
using and enjoying His creation rather than us not being around. I 
am not saying God wants us to pollute the earth. However, He does 
want us to fill it and subdue it.

While our kids were growing up, our house was littered with toys 
and things wouldn’t always get put away as they should. My wife and I 
worked hard to keep it clean and in good shape, but there were times 
when we would look at each other and remind ourselves, “Where 
no oxen are!” This little phrase would remind us of a big truth. The 
entire verse goes, “Where no oxen are, the crib is clean. But much 
increase is by the strength of the ox.”1 This verse is basically saying 
that things are going to get dirty and messed up if you have oxen in 
your barn, but it would be better to have that than no oxen in your 
barn because oxen can produce many good things. We applied this 
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verse to our children and our house. For us, it is much better to have 
a house lived in by children than to have a house be immaculate.

I believe God has the same feeling toward all of us as my wife 
and I had toward our children when they were growing up. After 
hearing Him when I was complaining about the jet contrails in the 
sky, I now believe that in His eyes it is better to have jet contrails 
in the sky, footprints in the forest and other signs of human life 
than to have creation with no sign of human life. We may want to 
see creation that way, but not Him. He loves our refrigerator art, 
because He loves us!
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CoMe to Me!!

As I mentioned earlier, we got our first dog when all of our kids 
were just about old enough to go to school. When we had to put that 
dog down a few years later, we went a few months in mourning before 
getting another dog. This time we got a female golden retriever that 
we also got as a puppy. What a great dog for our family! About eight 
years later, my son was given a female black lab that was needing a 
new home. This black lab had a great pedigree and had been trained 
well. These two dogs were roughly the same age and they got along 
with each other well. They even got along great with our two cats! 
These dogs were valued members of our family. Unfortunately, dogs 
are like people in that they don’t live forever. Both passed away when 
they were about 13 years old after sharing many great memories with 
our family. They are forever in our hearts and memories.

About a year went by with no dogs in our lives. Then a family 
member that had only days earlier acquired a 10-week-old black lab 
puppy unexpectedly needed someone to keep it for them for about 
a week. I was available for that week, so with our recent history of 
well-behaved and well-trained dogs, I agreed to be the main babysitter 
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of this black lab puppy as my wife was needed at her work. I was 
hoping to relive some of my good memories I had from having the 
other two dogs.

To protect this puppy’s reputation, let’s change its name. Let’s 
call her “Flash.” That name seems appropriate given the speed at 
which she could get into mischief.

Soon after Flash arrived, I quickly realized that either I had become 
a lot older and didn’t have the energy and stamina I had years earlier 
with the other dogs or I had forgotten what having a new puppy with 
loads of energy was like. I was worn out! Fortunately, we had just put 
up a new fence around our house and backyard a few months before 
Flash came to visit. Whereas this wasn’t needed with our older dogs, 
with Flash who didn’t know me apart from any other pedestrian, this 
fence was a life saver.

The first day Flash stayed pretty much within my reach whenever 
we went into the backyard. When she started to get into something 
she shouldn’t or I needed to get her attention, it was reasonably easy 
to reach down and touch her. She was starting to respond to her 
name when I called her, so things were going well. Having a fenced 
backyard for her was great because it allowed her to be off her leash 
so she could run, chase balls, and get all that puppy energy out of 
her system.

One day later in the week, I again had Flash out in our backyard 
without a leash. She was out of my reach several yards from me. She 
had found something that I needed to take out of her mouth for 
her safety. I needed her to come to me. I called her name to get her 
to come to me, but it didn’t work. I tried coaxing her by talking to 
her softly. I tried acting like I had something in my hands for her. 
Nothing worked. She was only a few yards from me but avoided my 
every attempt to get within arm’s length of her. I could help her and 
pet her if she would just get within my reach. I got frustrated. Rather 
than using the simple command “Come,” which had been working 
until now, out of frustration I found myself slapping my thighs once 
for each word as I said, “come to me.” Looking back on it, I must 
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have thought the slap would punctuate each word so that she would 
understand it. Or it would emphasize to her how serious I was. I 
did this a couple times. Just then, as I was saying, “come to me” the 
third time, it was as if I felt the Lord say those words back to me, 
with me being the intended listener. He was saying, “Come to me.”

At that moment, thoughts flooded my mind of how often I had 
refused to come to the Lord when He was probably calling “come 
to me” so He could give me a word of encouragement or otherwise 
help me, but I didn’t hear Him, or rather I chose not to hear Him. 
Just like Flash was acting like she couldn’t hear me. I was too busy, 
or in my opinion had things under control and didn’t need help, 
or just didn’t want to take a time out from my state of busyness to 
come to Him. Or worse, I didn’t want to give up what I was doing or 
thinking to come to Him. I knew that if I went to Him, He would 
want me to stop. That was probably what Flash was thinking when 
I called to her to come to me. Yet, for her best interest, she needed 
to stop and come to me. In the same way, when the Lord calls me, 
I need to stop and go to Him.

Two days after that, another thought hit me: Flash must think 
I have a lot of rules!

•	 Do this (such as “come” to come to me, “go get it” to chase 
after the ball, “heel” when I want her to walk with me)

•	 Don’t do that (“hush” when barking at something, “no” 
when chewing on a dish towel, “no” when chewing on a 
wooden chair leg or “no” when chewing on a lamp electrical 
cord)

Yet, I want what’s best for her without letting her ruin life for 
herself or the rest of us.

In the same way, the Lord tells me:

•	 Do this (“get up” when it’s time to get going in the morn-
ing and not sleep in, “help them” when I see someone in 
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need, and “tell them” when I meet someone who may not yet 
know Jesus and how much He loves them)

•	 Don’t do that (“no” when I want to lose my temper and yell 
at someone, “no” when wanting to eat more than I should, 
or “no” when wanting something or someone that I am not 
to have)

God wants what is best for me and doesn’t want to allow me to 
ruin my life or someone else’s.

Through Flash, God was nailing 
me with object lessons to help me 
understand what it feels like to be on 
His end of our relationship. To see 
myself through His eyes and what it 
must be like to be my God. It was a 

tremendous gift to me to gain that perspective, and I’m very grateful 
for that. By sharing this with you, I hope you can also see yourself 
from God’s perspective.

I also realize this story may not accomplish for you what it did for 
me. In your life, this analogy breaks down if those who were supposed 
to love you instead abused you and took advantage of you. Some of you 
may feel that some people’s dogs are treated better than how you were 
treated by a parent, another family member or a spouse. My heart goes 
out to you if that is the case. That is not how it is supposed to be. You 
may be tempted to blame God for the way you’ve been treated. I urge 
you not to blame Him. It’s not His fault. That’s not how He created 
relationships to work, but people have messed up what He created so 
things are not how they are supposed to be. God wouldn’t look at all 
of what creation has become and say, “It is good.”

Some of you may ask the question, “If God is so wonderfully 
powerful, then why couldn’t He keep things from being so bad 
in my life?” That is a great question as so many of us do ask it at 
some point in our lives. It’s difficult to fully answer, but I will offer 
something to consider.

God was nailing me with object 
lessons to help me understand 
what it feels like to be on his 

end of our relationship.
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Looking back at my week with Flash, I could have eliminated 
any chance that anything would go wrong between her and me by 
locking her up in her crate all the time. In other words, I could have 
removed the ability for her to make her own choices. How good 
for her or me would that be, though? What would her owner who 
entrusted her to me have thought about me doing that?

As an alternative, I could have kept her on a leash at all times 
when she was in the backyard so she could never get out of my reach 
and control. It would have been great for me. If I needed her to get 
closer to me, all I would need to do would be yank on her leash, 
forcibly pulling her to me. But that would be miserable for her. She 
wouldn’t be able to explore the fenced backyard with all the grass, trees 
and flowers. She would miss all the smells that dogs love to smell. 
She would not get to run at full speed like she was created to do, 
chasing a leaf blowing in the wind or a ball thrown for her to chase. 
Essentially, she would have no free will of her own. Furthermore, she 
would never learn to be without a leash and enjoy all that liberty and 
then learn to come to me when I call her like my old dogs had done.

My old dogs knew when I called them that they would get a 
pet on the head or loving words spoken to them or something good 
to eat. They didn’t need a leash to keep them close to me. They 
might wander away from me, but they didn’t ever get too far away. 
They learned to keep one eye on where I was going and stay within 
a few seconds’ sprint of where I was while they were enjoying their 
freedom. I enjoyed not having to hold them down with a leash. I 
enjoyed knowing that I could call them to myself if I felt they were 
in danger of a nearby car or a threat to a pedestrian walking toward 
us, if it was time to go home or if I just wanted to show them my 
love for them by petting and praising them.

You may have heard of the concept of “free will.” A way to illus-
trate “free will” is how I trusted my old dogs to be off a leash even 
when we were outside our backyard. They would come to me when 
I called them even though they had a free will not to come to me 
either. It usually worked out well for both of us because they obeyed 
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my call. Free will didn’t work out so well for me or for Flash at this 
early stage in Flash’s life because Flash had not yet learned to obey 
me. She didn’t know that I ultimately wanted what was best for her. 
Fortunately, I had a fence to keep her within range.

Now imagine billions of Flashes on this planet. Some of them 
have learned to obey their master. Others have not. Regardless of 
how much their master calls them, they refuse to come to Him and 
instead do their own thing. Their own thing is often fighting with 
other dogs, eating food meant for other dogs, digging in trash cans 
or chasing skunks. They don’t look out after their own pups. In that 
world, unless you are the biggest dog, life can be miserable.

While it somewhat bothers me to compare humankind to billions 
of dogs, the comparisons are valid! People can be dogs in the way 
they treat each other. But if God eliminates our ability to do wrong, 
He also eliminates our ability to do right out of our free will. Instead, 
we do what’s right because we are forced to do so. If God must force 
us to do right, isn’t this similar to Him keeping us all in crates or on 
leashes. It won’t be what God intended for either Him or us.

I recently listened to a podcast from Pastor Mark Hoover of 
NewSpring Church in Wichita, Kansas, who said something I had 
never heard before. He said there was only one thing that you can 
give God that God doesn’t already have. After following Jesus for 
nearly 50 years, I thought there was nothing I could give God that 
He didn’t already have. God made everything! Couldn’t God give 
Himself whatever He wanted? The Bible clearly says that. What 
could Pastor Mark be thinking to make such a statement? However, 
he ended up being right and I was wrong. There is something we 
can give God that He doesn’t already have:

Our trust.
As I’ve thought more about that podcast, I see the beauty of 

God’s design in creating us with a free will, even if it means we get 
hurt and we hurt each other. If our world was such so that God 
forced everyone to do things His way, no one would get hurt. We 
would be like robots, doing whatever God had programmed us to 
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do. We would trust God always, but only because we could never 
not trust Him. To not trust Him would violate our programming. 
So, would we really trust God, or would that be our programming 
doing its thing? I’ve concluded that trust without a free will is not 
trust. It’s programming.

But that is not how God made us. How did God make us? 
Remember, we read it in the first chapter of the first book of the Bible:

God made us “in his own image.”1

I believe God has a free will, so we have one too. He could have 
chosen not to send Jesus to die on this earth in our place, and just 
sent us all to hell. No, instead He chose to save us from hell and 
death. Now, the choice is ours. We can choose to give our trust to God, 
something that He cannot give Himself, or we can choose to keep it 
to ourselves, the choice is yours.

There is a third choice some people make. They call it “wait 
and see.” I saw it in Flash’s eyes that day when she refused to come 
to me. She was probably evaluating her options and wanted more 
time to think about them.

While Jesus encouraged people to “count the cost”2 before choos-
ing to follow Him, there is a risk that you run out of time to make the 
decision. God could be like me with Flash and take your pondering 
His call to you as choosing to reject Him. While God will allow you 
to make the choice, He doesn’t give you eternity to make the decision. 
Time is shorter than most people think. I urge you that if you do 
want to take time to “count the cost” like Jesus said, force yourself 
to make either a “yes” or a “no” decision to trusting Jesus as quickly 
as possible. Don’t let yourself put it off. Besides risking eternal hell 
if you run out of time, you’ll be delaying the start of your eternal life 
of knowing God. After all, that is what Jesus said eternal life was 
all about: “Now this is eternal life: that they know you, the only true 
God, and Jesus Christ, whom you have sent.”3

God is calling to you.
“Come to me!!”
Respond to Him. Trust Him. Know Him. Love Him.





Part three
PUttinG it all toGether





ChaPter 22
one God

In this book, I have used several names to refer to God: “God,” 
“God the Father,” “the Father,” “Jesus,” “the Son,” “the Son of God,” 
“the Creator,” and the “Holy Spirit.” These terms and how they are 
used to refer to God can be confusing, making it harder to truly 
know God. God wants us to love Him with all our heart, with all 
our soul, and with all our mind.1 I don’t believe God wants us to 
leave our mind behind in loving Him. So, I want to take a minute 
to try to eliminate any confusion as to the personhood of God who 
you are being asked to follow and love.

You might think that by using all these names for God that I, 
and Christians like me, actually believe in more than one god. That 
simply is not the case. Wayne Grudem, in his book, “Making Sense 
of Who God Is” summarizes well what Christians believe about God:

1. God is three persons [Father, Son and Holy Spirit].
2. Each person is fully God.
3. There is one God.2
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The word “Trinity” is often used to refer to how Christians 
believe about God. Grudem gives a brief but excellent explanation 
of the doctrine of the Trinity: “The word trinity is never found in 
the Bible, though the idea represented by the word is taught in many 
places. The word trinity means ‘tri-unity’ or ‘three-in-oneness.’ It 
is used to summarize the teaching of Scripture that God is three 
persons yet one God.”3

As simply as I can put it, God is complex. All that He is may 
be difficult for our limited minds to comprehend. He created us. 
We did not create Him. If we can’t understand fully all of creation 
(including ourselves), the universe and all that God has made that 
we can see, how can we expect to fully comprehend God whom we 
can’t see and who made everything we see and touch? He is far above 
us in every way that we can imagine. Our simple minds, although 
greatly complex to us, can’t be expected to comprehend the Creator 
who made not only us, but also all of creation that is just as complex 
to us as we are.

You may be wondering how I can say in this book that “God does 
_____” or “God loves ______.” My only basis for doing so is based 
on what God has taken the effort to reveal to us about Himself. If 
He has shared it, we should eagerly believe it. It is our blessing as 
well as our responsibility to learn all we can about God from what 
He has revealed about Himself.

Fortunately, we are not required to know everything about God 
and be able to fully comprehend it in order to know God. There 
were two men who were crucified at the same time as Jesus, one on 
each side. One of them scoffed at Jesus. The other one defended 
Jesus by saying that they deserved to die for their crimes, but that 
Jesus had done nothing wrong. After that, the one who defended 
Him simply asked Jesus, “Jesus, remember me when you come into 
your Kingdom.”4

This man, who believed Jesus while dying on a cross next to 
him, probably didn’t understand spiritual matters other than that 
he was a sinner deserving to die, that Jesus did not deserve to die, 
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and that Jesus was our King with a kingdom. Yet, Jesus replied to 
him, “I assure you, today you will be with me in paradise.”5 We are 
not required to know all about Jesus to believe in and follow Him. 
However, we do have to agree with Jesus about who He said He was.

Let’s put ourselves in the shoes of Jesus’s disciples to see how 
they may have come to believe that God is three persons (Father, 
Son and Holy Spirit), that each of these persons is fully God, and 
there is only one God. Remember that all His disciples were Jews 
who believed in only one God. How did they come to their belief 
in God being three persons?

If you were with Jesus and His disciples, you would have witnessed 
Him doing thousands of miracles. He raised the dead to life several 
times, one time after the person had been dead and buried for more 
than three days! He commanded the wind and rain to cease and they 
immediately obeyed Him. He commanded demons to leave people, 
and they immediately did what He said. There would have been no 
doubt in your mind that Jesus was the promised Messiah, meaning 
the “Anointed One.”6 Your belief would have been confirmed by the 
prophecies that said when the Messiah was coming,7 that He would be 
born of a virgin,8 and that He would be a descendant of King David.9 
In addition, the powerful prophet John the Baptist said of Jesus, “And 
I have seen and have borne witness that this is the Son of God.”10

While you witnessed all these things and believed Jesus was the 
Messiah,11 you would have also listened to all the various things He 
said about Himself:

•	 “Very truly I tell you,” Jesus answered, “before Abraham 
was born, I am!” ( John 8:58, NIV) ( Jesus used the same 
name “I AM” to describe Himself as God did with Moses 
at the burning bush in Exodus 3:14. This would have been 
blasphemy for Jesus to say something like this unless He 
really was God. That is why right after He said this, the 
crowd picked up stones to stone Him, but Jesus got away 
from them.)12
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•	 “I and the Father are one.” The Jews picked up stones 
again to stone him. Jesus answered them, “I have shown 
you many good works from the Father; for which of them 
are you going to stone me?” The Jews answered him, “It is 
not for a good work that we are going to stone you but for 
blasphemy, because you, being a man, make yourself God.” 
( John 10:30–33)

•	 But Jesus remained silent. And the high priest said to him, 
“I adjure you by the living God, tell us if you are the Christ, 
the Son of God.” Jesus said to him, “You have said so. But 
I tell you, from now on you will see the Son of Man seated 
at the right hand of Power and coming on the clouds of 
heaven.” Then the high priest tore his robes and said, “He 
has uttered blasphemy. What further witnesses do we need? 
You have now heard his blasphemy.” (Matthew 26:63–65)

As one of Jesus’s disciples, you would have also witnessed Jesus 
being worshipped on several occasions by lepers, parents of people 
Jesus raised from the dead and many others.13 Even you and the 
other disciples worshipped Him after He had walked on water, then 
calmed the storm and got in the boat with you.14 All of you also 
worshipped Him when He appeared to you after He was resurrected 
from the dead15 and as He ascended into heaven.16 Jesus accepted 
the worship rather than deny it. Godly angels and men have always 
refused to be worshipped.17

With Jesus making these statements about Himself, your mind 
as a Jewish person would have wondered how His statements were 
consistent with the Shema, the Jewish confession of faith that you 
had been taught all your life, and which starts out with, “Hear, O 
Israel: The LORD our God, the LORD is one.”18 You would have 
also remembered statements made by the God of the Old Testament 
through the prophet Isaiah, “I am the Lord, that is My name; And 
My glory I will not give to another,”19 and also, “Thus says the Lord, 
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the King of Israel, And his Redeemer, the Lord of hosts: ‘I am the 
First and I am the Last; Besides Me there is no God.”20 There was 
room for only one God and one Lord to fit in your beliefs.

If you did not believe what Jesus said about Himself that He was 
God, you could only conclude that He was crazy (because He wasn’t 
aware that He was saying He was God) or a liar and blasphemer 
(because He knew He was saying He was God when He actually 
wasn’t God). He couldn’t be just a good person, a prophet, or even 
an angel, because anyone who was good didn’t equate themselves 
with God like Jesus was doing. But how could a crazy lunatic or a 
blaspheming liar do the miracles He was doing and fulfill prophecy 
as He did?21

If His followers were to believe all that He said and did, they 
were forced to also believe what Jesus said about Himself was true. 
Not only was He the promised “Anointed One,” “the Son of God,” 
but He was also “Lord,” (the Greek word translated from the name 
of Israel’s God “Yahweh” in the Septuagint, the pre-Christian Greek 
translation of the Old Testament).22 To call Him “Lord” was the 
same as calling Him God.

That the disciples believed Jesus was Lord is evidenced by the 
following:

•	 After His resurrection, Jesus appeared to a doubting 
Thomas. “Then he [ Jesus] said to Thomas, ‘Put your fin-
ger here, and see my hands; and put out your hand, and 
place it in my side. Do not disbelieve, but believe.’ Thomas 
answered him, ‘My Lord and my God!’” ( John 20:27–28)

•	 Peter tells a crowd after the Holy Spirit had come, “Let 
all the house of Israel therefore know for certain that God 
has made him both Lord and Christ, this Jesus whom you 
crucified.” (Acts 2:36)

•	 Paul started his letters to the churches with statements 
similar to the one he used to open the letter to the Romans, 
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“To all those in Rome who are loved by God and called to 
be saints: Grace to you and peace from God our Father and 
the Lord Jesus Christ.” (Romans 1:7)

•	 Paul used statements people made about Jesus to determine 
if they were speaking in the Holy Spirit or not: “Therefore 
I want you to understand that no one speaking in the Spirit 
of God ever says ‘Jesus is accursed!’ and no one can say 
‘Jesus is Lord’ except in the Holy Spirit.” (1 Corinthians 
12:3)

•	 The Apostle John recorded when Jesus appeared to him 
when he was in exile on the island of Patmos, “When I 
saw him, I fell at his feet as though dead. Then he placed 
his right hand on me and said: ‘Do not be afraid. I am the 
First and the Last [God’s name from Isaiah 44:6]. I am 
the Living One; I was dead, and now look, I am alive for 
ever and ever! And I hold the keys of death and Hades.’” 
(Revelation 1:17–18, NIV)

Putting ourselves back in the shoes of Jesus’s disciples, you as one 
of His followers will have also remembered hearing other statements 
Jesus made that indicated He was not the same person as the Father.

•	 “But concerning that day and hour no one knows, not even 
the angels of heaven, nor the Son, but the Father only.” 
(Matthew 24:36) [The Father knows something the Son 
does not.]

•	 “Do not let your hearts be troubled. You believe in God; 
believe also in me.” ( John 14:1, NIV) [ Jesus was implying 
that it was possible to believe in the Father without believ-
ing in the Son. Not a good thing to do, but it was possible.]

•	 “I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinedresser.” ( John 
15:1) [Two different persons]



one  God 175

•	 “And going a little farther, he [ Jesus] fell on the ground and 
prayed that, if it were possible, the hour might pass from 
him. And he said, “Abba, Father, all things are possible for 
you. Remove this cup from me. Yet not what I will, but 
what you will.” (Mark 14:35–36) [He was not praying to 
Himself when He spent hours in prayer.]

Not only would you have heard that Jesus claimed that He was 
God, that He was the Son and that He was a separate person from 
God the Father, you would have also heard Him make statements 
about the Holy Spirit as God, but as a separate person from the 
Father and the Son:

•	 “But the Advocate, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will 
send in my name, will teach you all things and will remind 
you of everything I have said to you.” ( John 14:26, NIV)

•	 “And whoever speaks a word against the Son of Man will 
be forgiven, but whoever speaks against the Holy Spirit will 
not be forgiven, either in this age or in the age to come.” 
(Matthew 12:32)

•	 “Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing 
them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the 
Holy Spirit,” (Matthew 28:19)

Looking back at the Old Testament, we can see parts of the 
Trinity doctrine being revealed, but it was not until Jesus came to 
earth that it was fully revealed to us. “No one has ever seen God. 
But the unique One, who is himself God, is near to the Father’s 
heart. He has revealed God to us” ( John 1:18, NLT). Jesus stated 
that no one truly knew the Father except Him, and those to whom 
He chose to reveal Him.23 Jesus even told us how we should act to 
be like our Heavenly Father, giving us more details as to what the 
heart of God our Father is like.24
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The disciples of Jesus then taught the same things Jesus taught 
about the Father, Son and Holy Spirit, relying on the Holy Spirit to 
help them take Jesus’s message to the world after Jesus had returned 
to heaven. If you read the Book of Acts, you will see the Holy Spirit 
very involved in this, being referred to many times. He filled people, 
spoke to people and was lied to by people. In fact, Peter asks someone 
how they could lie to the Holy Spirit and then says that they didn’t 
lie to people, but to God.25

Wayne Grudem explains so well how the New Testament writers 
expressed their view of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit in the books 
that follow the four gospels and the Book of Acts:

When we realize that the New Testament authors generally use 
the name “God” (Gk. Theos) to refer to God the Father and the 
name “Lord” (Gk. kyrios) to refer to God the Son, then it is clear 
that there is another trinitarian expression in 1 Corinthians 12:4–6: 
“Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit; and there are 
varieties of service, but the same Lord; and there are varieties of 
working, but it is the same God who inspires them all in every one.”

Similarly, the last verse of 2 Corinthians is trinitarian 
in its expression: “The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ and 
the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be 
with you all” (2 Cor. 13:14). We see the three persons 
mentioned separately in Ephesians 4:4–6 as well: “There 
is one body and one Spirit, just as you were called to the 
one hope that belongs to your call, one Lord, one faith, 
one baptism, one God and Father of us all, who is above 
all and through all and in all.”26

I realize that this may be a lot to process for our minds. If we 
would have walked with the disciples and witnessed all the miracles 
Jesus did, it would have also been a lot for our minds to process. 
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In all of what God created that we have experienced, 1 +1 +1 = 3. 
However, God, who was not created, who has no beginning or no 
end, tells us that He is three persons and that in His being, 1 + 1 + 
1 = 1. He doesn’t explain to us how that is possible, just that He is 
what He tells us He is.

With that, I close with something that Jesus said, and ask you if 
you will believe Him: “Then Jesus told him, ‘Because you have seen 
me, you have believed; blessed are those who have not seen and yet 
have believed.’ Jesus performed many other signs in the presence 
of his disciples, which are not recorded in this book. But these are 
written that you may believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of 
God, and that by believing you may have life in his name.”27





ChaPter 23
ConClUsion

The book of Genesis records the beginning of God’s story of 
His love for humankind. While we read it from our perspective, it 
is intended to be about Him. It’s His story.

God created all of creation, and it was good. This included us. 
People were special in that they were made in God’s own image 
to rule over creation and to have a loving relationship with God. 
Instead, they believed a lie and ran from God’s presence, bringing a 
curse on all of creation. Justice required they be sentenced with the 
same punishment as the devil and his angels who had also previously 
rebelled against God. The Judge of all the earth must do right.

God has been working ever since to draw humankind back to 
Himself while also satisfying justice as the Judge of all the earth. It is 
hard to draw us back to Himself because He made us in His own image, 
which means that we are not robots with programming but persons 
with a free will. God will not force anyone to love and obey Him.

People, on the other hand, have been working to satisfy their 
own desires by doing what is right in their eyes and making a name 
for themselves, rebelling against God rather than returning to God. 
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As a result, people hurt and kill each other. This makes God angry 
to see people hurt by other people, which He views as wickedness. 
It was this way back in Genesis and is still this way today.

God made a way for us to be rejoined to Him. He determined 
long ago that the Creator, God the Son ( Jesus), would die in man’s 
place in order to satisfy justice, the guiltless one to be given in 
exchange for the guilty. Only the Creator was guiltless. If a guiltless 
man could be found, he or she could die in the place of one guilty 
person, but that wouldn’t save anyone else. Only a guiltless Creator 
could die in the place of all His creation and satisfy justice.

God the Father sent God the Son to this earth to bring to pass 
this plan of redemption of humankind. God chose a man, Abraham 
and his descendants through which He would send His Son Jesus, 
the Creator, and through whom all people of the earth would be 
blessed. Through Abraham and his descendants, God has revealed 
His ways, proclaimed prophecies and established patterns that would 
help us recognize Jesus when He came to fulfill the plan of God.

That plan was for Jesus to give 
up His life for us through His death 
on a cross. That plan was the reality 
of what God asked Abraham to do 
with Isaac until God provided the 

sacrifice. Abraham offering Isaac was the shadow. God offering Jesus 
was the reality. Offering Jesus as the sacrifice was the plan of redemp-
tion all along. It is the only plan of redemption. There is no other.

God started revealing all of this in Genesis. Genesis is the founda-
tion upon which the rest of God’s story of redemption for humankind 
is written. God reveals more of His story in the history of Israel, as 
it grows from a new people into a large nation in the Bible books 
of Exodus through Song of Solomon. Rather than loving God, the 
nation turns to love others instead. To borrow a phrase from John 
Eldredge quoting Yancey, reading the books of the prophets Isaiah 
to Malachi is like “hearing a lover’s quarrel through the apartment 
wall” as God protests Israel’s looking for love in others besides Him.

abraham offering isaac was 
the shadow. God offering Jesus 

was the reality.
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Matthew through John are four biographies of Jesus’s coming 
to earth where Jesus teaches us about God and offers His life for 
the sins of the whole world. This is what God has been pointing 
us to through all the prior books of the Bible. Acts records some of 
the “acts” of the first followers of Jesus as well as introduces us to 
the Holy Spirit, the third person of God, who Jesus said His Father 
would send after Jesus left earth so He would always be with us. The 
books Romans through 3 John provide further information about 
God, His plans for us and how we should live in response. Finally, 
the book Revelation reveals in prophetic code how God intends to 
finish His redemption of humankind.

Just like us, Jesus wants to be known and loved for who He is, 
not just what He can do for you. Who wants to be loved just because 
of their money or power? Just like human love stories, Jesus is like a 
royal prince looking for His love (you) but doesn’t dare show us that 
He is a prince because people often love princes for their money, 
prestige and power. So, He humbles Himself and hides His majestic 
splendor in order to draw those of us who will believe Him, know 
Him and love Him for who He really is. The end of this age is 
being held back until all those who will pledge their lives and love 
to Christ are reached.

If you have yet to decide to follow Jesus, be honest with yourself 
about why. Recognize and eliminate any biases you may have. Look 
into the works of former agnostics and atheists who sought to prove 
Jesus was a fraud but because of the evidence they found now follow 
Him. Two I recommend are:

•	 Josh McDowell, Evidence That Demands A Verdict at www.
josh.org

•	 Lee Strobel, The Case for Christ at www.leestrobel.com

Creation began with one man and one woman choosing not to 
value the presence of God, hiding from Him when He called out 
to them. Creation will end with men and women as numerous as 
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the sand on the seashore of every tongue, tribe and nation choosing 
God’s presence in their lives above all else and at all costs. Will you 
be one of them? Or will you instead be one of those who are pun-
ished for unbelief and rebellion with the devil and his angels? You 
get to decide which one you will be. What will you choose? Please 
consider Appendix A on the next page.



aPPendix a
how to BeCoMe 

a Follower oF JesUs

It’s really quite simple to become a follower of Jesus Christ. 
Simply trust Him:

1. Recognize that you have sinned against God and deserve 
an eternal death.

a. Romans 3:23, “for all have sinned and fall short of the 
glory of God.”

b. Romans 6:23, “For the wages [payment for work] of sin 
is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ 
Jesus our Lord.”

2. Believe in your heart that Jesus is who He said He is and 
confess your belief to others. Romans 10:9–10, “If you con-
fess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your 
heart that God raised Him from the dead, you will be saved. 
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For with the heart one believes and is justified, and with the 
mouth one confesses and is saved.”

That’s it! Record the date you do this here to remember it for-
ever! 

Next, start obeying Jesus’s commands as recorded in the Bible:

1. Luke 6:46, “Why do you call me ‘Lord, Lord,’ and not do 
what I tell you?”

2. 1 John 5:3, “For this is the love of God, that we keep [obey] 
his commandments.”

Good next steps to obey for any new believer are to do what the 
first followers of Jesus did: “All the believers devoted themselves to 
the apostles’ teaching, and to fellowship, and to sharing in meals 
(including the Lord’s Supper), and to prayer.”1

Prayerfully seek a Bible-believing church that can help you with 
this. They can also explain what baptism is and baptize you in the 
name of the Father, Son and Holy Spirt, a ceremony involving a 
public confession of your faith in Jesus. Please contact me at www.
lewiserickson.com if you need help finding a church or have questions.



aPPendix B
disCUssion QUestions

Go to www.lewiserickson.com to download these for your 
small group
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